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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Welcome to 

September.  The Padres and 
Dodgers are battling for last 
place in NL West.  The 
Chargers are about to embark 
on another season of almost 
making the playoffs.  Summer 
is winding down and “Train 
Season” is almost upon us.   

During the month of 
August I’ve been busy stripping paint from a 
number of Standard Gauge and Pre-War O Gauge 
cars and locomotives with the ultimate goal of 
restoring them to their previous glory.  I am also 
still working on making new motor side plates for 
Lionel 260/263 and 261/262 in never 
manufactured wheel arrangements.  I am also 
restoring a 1946 726 Berkshire (horizontal motor).  
Unfortunately all of these projects are moving 
slower than I hoped. 
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ZW REPAIR – PART 3 

REPLACING THE WHISTLE DIODE 
& CIRCUIT BREAKER 

This month’s Clinic will again be hosted by 
How-To Clinic Coordinator & resident ZW 
expert, Jim Weatherford .  This month Jim is 
going to show you how to take care of two more 
common ZW problems: replacing the Whistle 
Diode & Circuit Breaker.  (Please refer to the 
Jim’s May Tech Tip.)  As always, this is going 
to be another Clinic you simply don’t want to 
miss.     
The Clinic will begin at the regular start time of 
5:15.  We hope you will come out and welcome 
Jim back to the How-To Clinic Table. 

CLINIC START TIME:  5:15 PM  
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 We are bringing our portable “Tri-Gauge”                                                                                                                                                                                                         
layout to the Model Railroad Museum at Balboa 
Park again.  The dates for this are September 14-
15 for setup, operating from September 16-
October 2, and teardown October 3.  Bring out 
your favorite trains to operate.  I will be there with 
trains whenever possible, work schedule 
permitting. 

Members, please think about running for 
office.  Our club does not run by followers, it runs 
through the efforts of the Officers and the Board.  
Stand up and help make your club work.  The 
October Meeting will be where you can nominate 
those who you think would make a good Officer or 
Board Member. 

Many of us are members of TTOS or TTOS 
Southwestern.  TTOS-SW will again be hosting the 
largest train meet on the west coast on November 
18-20 at the Pasadena Convention Center.  I 
would love to see our layout there as it is not just a 
club meet; it is also open to the public on Sunday.  
I know it is a haul for us to travel to Pasadena with 
the layout.  But other clubs bring their layouts, why 
not us? 

I am looking forward to both our exhibit at 
the train show at Del Mar on December 3 & 4 and 
our December “All Day” Meet on the 10th.  Del Mar 
allows us to promote the Club’s December Holiday 
All Day event. 

Hope to see you all at this Thursday’s 
September Meet.  And don’t forget to buy Raffle 
Tickets.                                                             
   Ed Samsen 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
New Members – Jim reports that we had another 
super month in the Membership Department.  We 
welcomed not one, but two, new members in 
August.  We extend a very warm AGTTA “Welcome 
Aboard” to Allen Blodgett,  who lives in Acton and 
enjoys collecting HO, and to Tom Feldscher  from 
Temecula who specializes in American Flyer.  
Thank you Allen and Tom for becoming AGTTA 
Members.   

2011 Membership Renewals  – And we extend a 
warm welcome back to another 2010 Member, Bob 
Dees.  Bob’s renewal reduces our 2010 members 
who have not renewed their 2011 Membership to 
only 12.�

2011 Membership Total  – As of September 1st 
Jim reports that our membership total stands at 
143.  Excellent!  ��
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Main-Line Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  Big All-Day 
Saturday Meets are held in June & December. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com  

2011 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
President 

Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
 edoptician@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele (619) 644-1247 
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Jim Weatherford (619) 287-8687 

 wxfd@cox.net 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Dave Campbell (619) 575-7578  
 airportinfomation@san.rr.com 

Bart Grey (619) 281-9347 
 ccbbpg@gmail.com 
Steve Mitton (619) 621-9779 

 sam9820@hotmail.com 
Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
 Greg Smyth (619) 476-9942 
  gregsmyth@earthlink.net 
Immediate Past President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Website Coordinator 
Alan Hamel  (858) 453-5297 

 alanchamel@aol.com 
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  CLUB NEWS 
How-To Clinic  – On behalf of the Club, How-To 
Clinic Coordinator Jim Weatherford  would like to 
thank Jim Osborne  for hosting the August Clinic.  
Jim’s presentation on the MTH DCS System was 
very informative and well received by the large 
group that gathered around the How-To table.   

Special Raffle #3 – The  lucky ticket holder of the 
$10 winning ticket drawn at the August Meet was 

Larry Pearson . Congratulations Larry and thanks 
for turning around and buying two more raffle 
tickets with your $10 winnings.  Bob Wall  reports 
that we sold a bunch of tickets at the August Meet 
but we still have a way to go to meet our minimum 
goal.  So for those of you who have not yet bought 
tickets for our Special Raffle #3 (“Arrival In 
Escondido” Framed Limited Edition print) or if you 
would like to increase your chances of winning this 
beautiful print, BUY RAFFLE TICKETS!  ��
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It’s time once again to dig out some of those items you have laying around, which 
you’re never going to use, and bring them to the September Meet for our Annual White 
Elephant Raffle .  You’ll be helping the Club and helping yourself in getting rid of some of 
that old unwanted stuff taking up room in the closet or garage.  It might also win you some 
brownie points with your housemate or make room for that next irresistible purchase. 

In case you don’t recall how it works here’s the idea.  You bring an item to donate to 
the Raffle.  In return you’ll receive one Raffle Ticket, valued at $1, for each dollar the 
donated item is valued at.  For example, if you donate a boxcar with a value of $10 you’ll 
receive ten raffle tickets.  It’s as simple as that.  For those who do not wish to donate, raffle 
tickets will be available for purchase at $1 apiece.  And donors can purchase additional 
tickets at $1 each to increase their chances of winning a donated treasure. 

Now, get digging and just see me when you arrive at the Meet to exchange your oldie 
but goodie “stuff” for raffle tickets.     Bob Wall 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
It seems that our Fall Calendar of Events just 
keeps getting busier and busier.  Here’s a rundown 
of what is coming up.  New events listed are 
preceded by ***.  You will find flyers on many of 
these events in the Main-Line PDF Extended 
Version. 

SEPTEMBER 15th - OCTOBER 2nd – AGTTA 
SDMRM Layout Run –  Our second Layout Run 
Session at the Balboa Park SDMRM will run from 
September 15th to October 2nd.   Setup will take 
place on Wednesday, the 14th and teardown on 
Monday, October 3rd.  Members are encouraged to 
come down and run and/or help with setup & 
teardown.  Please contact Bob Wall  or Steve 
Pierce  for signing up or for more info. 

*** SEPTEMBER 24TH – Toy Train Auction – will 
be held on that Saturday in Anaheim.   

OCTOBER 8 th – Fall SDMRM Model Railroad 
Swap Meet – will be held on Saturday morning.   

*** OCTOBER 9TH – National City Train Depot 
Street Faire / Get Together – will be held that 
Sunday at the National City historic depot.   

OCTOBER 13 th – AGTTA Meet –  will feature the 
Ed Karper Memorial Free-Bee Table . 

OCTOBER 23rd – 23rd Annual TTOS SP Perris 
Meet – will be held at the OREM. 

NOVEMBER 10th – AGTTA Meet –  will feature the 
election of the 2012 Board of Directors. 

NOVEMBER 18 th – 20th – 27th Annual Cal 
Stewart –  will be held in Pasadena. 

DECEMBER 3rd – 4th – Del Mar Great American 
Train Show – will be held at the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds.  AGTTA will again be putting up and 
running our five-rail layout at the event. 

DECEMBER 6th – AGTTA Christmas Party – will 
be on Tuesday at Giovanni’s Italian Restaurant. 

DECEMBER 10th – AGTTA 2 nd Annual Holiday 
Season Open House & Toy Train Meet – will be 
held that Saturday in the Church Hall. 

INTERESTING RAILROAD STUFF 
Question : What year did the railroads start to 
replace the "bad rails" to prevent the "snake 
heads”?         

Answer :  The first iron T rails, imported from 
England, were laid in 1831 on the Camden and 
Amboy (later Pennsylvania Railroad), but this was 

an innovation slow to catch on due to cost.  Strap 
iron rails laid on top of wood stringers were 
common into the 1850s.  These usually lasted only 
a few years.  Snakeheads were one of the 
common hazards.  The North Carolina Railroad, 
built beginning in 1852, was laid from the 
beginning with T rail.  But not until after the Civil 
War did some southern railroads finally replace 
with T rails. 

Quote from the Petersburg Intelligencer, 
July 1851, on the Raleigh & Gaston RR:  "There is 
scarcely a piece of iron on the road of six feet 
continuous length.  But what of that?  The cars 
jump from the iron to the wood rail, then skip a 
while on mother earth, then jump fiercely on a 
snakehead, mash it down, and go on their way 
rejoicing in a speed of some eight miles an hour.  
As to a 'run off’' [derailment], the Engineer does 
not care the smack of his finger for that.  He is 
used to it, and can, with his assistants, replace a 
train before the snoozing passenger knows that it 
has encountered any thing more formidable than 
an ordinary bump with snake head."  

 
New Stamp Honoring Owney – One Special 
Postal Dog  - During the late 1880’s, a dog, likely a 
terrier mix, appeared in the Post Office in Albany, 
New York, where clerks took a liking to him and 
named him Owney.  Found of riding in postal 
wagons, Owney followed mailbags onto trains, 
where Railway Mail Service employees considered 
him their good-luck charm.  As Owney traveled the 
country, clerks affixed medals and tags to his 
collar to document his travels, and Postmaster 
General John Wanamaker gave him a special dog-
sized jacket to help him display them all.  Owney 
later toured the world by steamer and became an 
icon of American postal lore.  His adventures 
highlight the historical importance of the Railway 
Mail Service, and today he enjoys a place of honor 
at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Postal 
Museum in Washington, D.C. 

A Collector’s Worse Nightmare  - “I am afraid 
that when I die my wife will sell my trains for what I 
told her I had paid for them.”   

Thanks to Jim Weatherford  for passing this along.  
If you have anything you would like to share with 
the members please don’t hesitate to send them 
my way.  I appreciate all inputs.   
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THANK YOU BILL HUNGERFORD  

 
To show the Club’s appreciation for Bill allowing Club Members to use his garage to do all the work on 
updating our Club’s Layout from 3-rail to 5-rail, at the August Meet Bob Wall, on behalf of the Club, 
presented Bill with a Pre-war 809 Orange Operating 4-wheel hopper car that was originally included in a 
259E set.  Bill, who has been looking for one for quite some time, was quite surprised and most 
appreciative. 

AUGUST RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Steve Pierce Lionel Line ‘O’ 2-6-4 Steam Engine w/ Tender Provided by AGTTA 
Ken Steele Lionel ‘O’ Auto Block Signal Provided by AGTTA 
Richard Thomson Lionel ‘O’ Flatcar w/ Helicopter Provided by AGTTA 
Bob Wall AMF ‘S’ NPR Covered Hopper Provided by AGTTA 
Alan Blogshean Lionel ‘O’ DD Boxcar w/ Sprung Trucks Provided by AGTTA 
Bob Wall KLB “Dream-Plan-Build Layout Tips – Vol 3” Provided by AGTTA 
Alan Blogshean “LGB In America” VHS Tape Donated by Tom Barker  
Wendell Callahan “The Train” w/ Burt Lancaster DVD Donated by Tom Barker  
Wendell Callahan “History of Central Pacific RR” book Donated by Bob Wall  
Ken Steele Folder containing copies of early Train photos Donated by Bill Hess  
Ken Steele ‘N’ Shell Train Set – 2 Cars Donated by Ed Jones  
Syd Mason ‘HO’ ‘N’ Boxes for Track & Accessories Donated by Ed Jones  
Alan Blogshean ‘HO’ Collectible Series of Die Cast Vehicles Donated by Bruce Gripkey  
Alan Blogshean 1991 Classic Toy Trains Magazines Donated by Jim Osborne  
Alan Blogshean 1995 Classic Toy Trains Magazines Donated by Jim Osborne  
Bob Wall 1996 Model Railroader Magazines Donated by Jim Osborne  
Steve Pierce 2009 Model Railroader Magazines Donated by Kevin O’Connor 
Alan Blogshean 4 Years of Lionel Catalogs Donated by Wendell Callahan  

Another BIG ”Thank You!” to all the Members who don ated to the August Raffle.   
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Larry Pearson brought his beautiful Lionel Hiawathia for display 

 
Butch Alvarado & Larry Pearson

AUGUST MEET PHOTO GALLERY 
Photos taken by Bob Wall �
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You want S Gauge?  We always have some beautiful examples at our Meets. 

 

 
Carl Lewis & Ken Steele 
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You want MTH & Lionel?  Well, we also have plenty of their products at our Meets. 

 

 
Ed Jones & Bob Hatton 
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Steve Currie & Bob Shultz 

 

 
Nels Soderberg & Alvin Bouldin
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Editor’s Note:   Jim thought the following Reference Guide would be both interesting and useful.  Here are 
the first two pages.  The last two will be contained in the October Main-Line. 

 

SEPTEMBER 2011 TECH TIP 
LIONEL POSTWAR ENGINE-TENDER GUIDE 

By Jim Weatherford 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Saturday, 
September 10, 2011 

 

Southern California’s Greatest  
Outdoor Railroadiana Swap Meet 

 

Fall 2011 
Railroadiana 
Swap Meet  

 

9 a.m. To 2 p.m. 
 

Railroad Antiques, Collectibles, Art, 
Books, Photos, Model & Toy Trains 

ADMISSION:  $7 adults, $5 children 5-11, 
under 5 Free - Also Free Parking! 

EXHIBITORS:  $18 for non-members.  Fee 
includes one admission - Space on a first-
come basis - Set-up starting at 7 a.m.  
Bring your own tables and chairs. 

Orange Empire Railway Museum 
2201 South “A” Street, Perris, CA  92570 

(951) 657-2605  /  www.oerm.org  
 

San Diego Model Railroad Museum’s 

Model Railroad 
Swap Meet 

Saturday, October 8 th, 2011 
7 am – 11 am 

Cost: Buyers $2 / Sellers $5 
Sellers must arrive by 6:30 for setup & 

must furnish their own tables 

Coffee & Donuts are now available for sale 

For additional info call Swap Meet 
Coordinator Jim Anderson – (619) 224-1041 

or the Museum Office – (619) 696-0199 
 

 
1649 El Prado, San Diego, CA 92101  
(619) 696-0199 / www.sdmrm.org  

_____________________________________ 

TOY TRAIN AUCTION 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2011 
The Toy Train Operating Society is conduction an 
auction of trains and toys from the estates of two 
long time TTOS members.  The auction includes 
Pre, Postwar, Modern Lion O, Lionel Standard 
Gauge trains and accessories.  Marx, Flyer, and 
Williams trains as well as tin toys, die-cast toys 
and Lionel paper will also be on the block. 

Bid in person, absentee, phone, or on the Internet 
using Proxibid. 

Preview :  Saturday September 24 starting at 9 am 

Auction :   Box Lots - 11 am – No Internet bidding 

 Main Auction - 12 pm – Internet bidding 

Location : 155 E. Liberty Ave. #G (Cross Streets – 
Lemon & Orangethorpe), Anaheim, CA  
92801 

For Info :  Call the TTPOS Office at (714) 449-
9391 or e-mail at ttos@ttos.org or visit 
the TTOS website at www.ttos.org 

Auction List : Is available 
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NATIONAL CITY TRAIN DEPOT  

Street Faire / Get Together 
Sunday, October 9th, 2011  

922 West 23rd Street, National City, CA 91950 
(619) 474-4400 

Call for Exhibitors!  

The group operating the museum in the oldest San Diego County train 
depot (built in 1882) is holding this event and we want YOUR presence! 

We solicit your historic, art, crafts, educational, or hobby group to come set 
up a table and distribute fliers about YOUR interests. 

We want everyone to come see our museum while you are exhibiting 
because we want publicity and we figure you do too. 

Here's the deal: One table, 2 chairs per group 
(More space is available by arrangement. 

Limited tables and chairs are available for the day with donations of $5 for 1 table & 2 chairs) 

Children will be visiting your table, so have something child friendly. 
Bring fliers to give away.  Items to be sold need prior approval. 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2011  

Set up time is 9:00 - 10:00 
The event will run from 10:00 - 4:30 

Break down is 4:30 - 5:00 

For info or reservations contact Chair Susan Walter at: sdwalter@cox.net   
Or Assistant Chair Tom Matson at (619) 275-0216 or tmatson@sdera.org  

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED BY OCTOBER 5, 2011  

So far, we have historic museums, spinners, speakers on rail history, blacksmiths, 
musicians, antique automobiles, tomahawk throwers, and train pictures for sale and we are 

acquiring more participants. 
This is in addition to the regular exhibits at the depot such as the 3-rail model trains & the four 

trolleys. We will also have refreshments for sale in the bookstore and may entertain having 
someone serving hot dogs & etc. 

WE WANT YOU! 
The depot is open Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday 9:00-5:00 and by appointment. 

This event is sponsored by the San Diego Electric Railway Assoc, Inc. a California non-profit 
educational tax deductible corporation.  Our tax ID is 33-0202834 and we are dependent upon 

contributions. 
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts & Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 
 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2011 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
SEPT 17 / DEC 17  

8 AM – 1 PM 
Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 

4838 Old Cliffs Road 
San Diego, CA  92120 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon - Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 449-9503  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive  

Santee, CA 
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Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 
Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

rockhousestation@hotmail.com  
2505 Main Street, Suite 5 

Ramona, CA 
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Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am - 8pm - Mon - Sat 

Eric Bense (858) 578-2395 
10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

Steve Bovee, Owner 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 

E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

 

Elystoys 
Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 

Jean & Dave Ely (515) 664-8217 

Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com 

Lionel Value Added Dealer Wanted to buy: 
Authorized Service Station Trains of all gauges 
American Flyer sales & service and vintage toys  

D & S HOBBIES 
28636 Old Town Front Street, Suite 100 

Temecula, CA  92590 
Phone: (951) 694-1773  

Scott L. Kugler Mon:    9 – 6   / Thurs.: Closed 
Deborah L. Kugler Tues. 11 – 4   /  Fri.:  11 – 6 
dnsslk@msn.com Wed.: 11 – 6   /  Sat.:   9 – 6 
 Sun.: 11 - 4 
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Sep 8 Thursday AGTTA September Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
Sep 10 Saturday OREM Fall Railroadiana Swap 
  Meet  www.oerm.org   
Sep 11 Sunday TTOS SW Division Picnic 
  www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm   
Sep 15 Thurs / AGTTA SDRRM Run 
   Oct 2    Sun Bob Wall  (858) 452-8955 
Sep 25 Sunday TTOS-SP September Meet 
  Ken Flory  (714) 538-8218 
Oct 8  Saturday SDMRM Swap Meet 
 Jim Anderson (619) 224-1041   

Oct 13 Thursday AGTTA October Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
Oct 23 Sunday 23 rd Annual TTOS-SP Perris Meet 
  Ken Flory  (714) 538-8218 
Nov 18/ Friday/ 27 th Annual Cal Stewart 
          20     Sunday  
Dec 3/4    Sat/Sun Del Mar Great American Train 

Show    
Dec 10 Saturday 2 nd Annual AGTTA Holiday 

Open House Train Meet 
  Bob Wall  (858) 452-8955

�
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 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 6621 Cartwright Street 

 San Diego, CA  92120-2407  
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEET: 
Thursday, September 8 th  

4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 

OCTOBER MEET DATE: 
Thursday, October 13th  

 

 

 


