
 1  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

��������������������������������	 			
���
���
���
���� ���
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASS OCIATION 

VOL. 30, NO. 9      SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA      SEPT EMBER 2009 

*** LIONEL D-27 REPLICA LAYOUT UNVEILED  *** 
After months of hard work and dedication from an ou tstanding crew of AGTTA 

Club Members the much talked about and highly antic ipated unveiling of the Lionel 
D-27 Replica Layout took place at the August Meet.  P roject Coordinator, Jim 
Weatherford, put the layout through its paces and a s everyone present can testify it 
didn’t miss a beat.  And everyone who saw this beau ty will attest to the fact th at the 
guys just did an outstanding job.  It just couldn’t  have been done better! 

The really cool thing about this layout is that it c ould be yours!  Yes, come the 
October Meet you just might be the lucky winner of this incredible layout.  And to 
become th at winner is quite easy.  All you need do it have t he winning ticket which 
will be drawn at the October  Meet.  Of course that means you need to buy the wi nning 
ticket, which is also very easy.  Tickets will be a vailable once again at the September 
Meet at the very reasonable cost of just $5 each or  five for $20. 

Now keep in mind that the layout comes complete wit h 12 lighted trackside 
accessories, four of which are animated.  And it co mes with the train, which includes 
a 2035 locomotive, tender, five gondol as, one boxcar and a caboose, just like the 
original.  Wouldn’t this look GREAT in front of you r Christmas Tree? 

Please don’t forget that this layout was built to r aise funds for your Club.   So 
even it you don’t happen to win, you are still a wi nner by sup porting your Club.  So 
come to the September Meet and BUY RAFFLE TICKETS!   
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Congratulations to 

the 2009 Little League 
World Series Champions, 
Park View of Chula Vista.  
What an exciting series of 
games to watch during the 
last week. 

I think we set a 
record in attendance for 
an August Meet with forty 

tables of sellers and a hall full of members.  I 
credit the draw to Jim Weatherford, Bill  
Hohnhorst and Alan Hamel  delivering the 40th 
Anniversary D-27 Layout.  It ran flawlessly, looked 
amazing and really sparked the sales of raffle 
tickets.  Pictures are available on our web site for 
those of you who haven’t seen it yet.  Also the 
meet being on a Wednesday night afforded some 
seldom seen members the opportunity to attend.  

Currently we have 132 paid members 
supporting our club’s budget of rent, insurance 
and newsletter expenses etc. I still would like 
everyone to wear a name badge to foster member 
association and identify repeat visitors for club 
recruitment.  Our anniversary layout and (soon to 
be delivered) club car projects hopefully will 
provide a little positive revenue signifying to the 
Board that we can keep next years dues at the 
current level.  Member recruitment is everyone’s 
role and will help sustain the hobby by drawing 
more buyers and sellers to the meets.  There’s a 
lot of product out there and in this economy the 
value of your collection will deplete without new 
blood and interest in our great hobby.   

Once again I would like to thank Larry 
Gardner, Dick Seaney  and Alan Hamel  for 
helping complete the scenery of the Anniversary 
D-27 Layout  constructed by Jim Weatherford, 
Mike Wheeler  and Jim Murphy .  As you saw first 
hand or can see on agtta.com this is a real prize 
so I hope you will support the huge construction 
effort and donations made by your fellow 
members and buy D-27 Raffle Tickets at 
upcoming Meets.   There’s only two months left till 
the drawing and please keep in mind that you 
need not be present to win .  All tickets must 
be purchased and put in the drum by 7:15 pm 
OCT 8th.  That’s 15 minutes before the drawing.  
Also no bent, curved or sticky tickets will be 
drawn.  Even if you can’t find space at home if 
you win, it certainly would be a welcome attraction 
if donated to a children’s hospital or museum or 
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail, fax or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  A big All-Day 
Saturday Open House Meet Is held in June. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com 

2009 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele  
  

Secretary 
Andy Anderson  

  
Treasurer 

Jon Everett  
  
Directors 

Andy Estep  
   
Al Keil  

  
Pete McCall  
Steve Pierce  

  
Jim Weatherford  

  
Immediate Past President 

Bart Grey  
Main-Line Editor 

Bill Hohnhorst  
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future AGTTA raffle, etc.  Tickets are $5 each or 
five tickets for  $20.00.  

The San Diego “S” Gaugers Modular 
Layout  four-day Labor Day run at the San Diego 
Model Railroad Museum in Balboa Park is from 
Sept 4 th thru  the 7 th.   Sounds like a good time to 
visit and enjoy the exhibits and the SD-3 Railers 
layout.    

The AGTTA Modular Layout  group will 
once again have a layout in the San Diego Model 
Railroad Museum from Tues Oct 13 th thru Sun 
Oct 25 th, with setup on the 11th and 12th and 
teardown on the 26th and 27th.   

The TTOS Southern Pacific Division holds 
its October meet at the Orange Empire Railroad 
Museum with a swap meet, operating layout, 
raffle and picnic meal.  Admission is free to the 
park the morning of the swap meet and there is 
no charge for selling, but you must bring your own 
table or blanket.  The picnic meal can be reserved 
and purchased for $7.  There are several acres of 
trains and trolleys to peruse and an all day ticket 
to ride the trolley and train is available.  All 
AGTTA members are invited to attend and I would 
like to suggest that we enjoy SP division 

hospitality and join them as our annual picnic 
event.      

The August Raffle was great and prize 
donations are always welcomed, so what may be 
collecting dust at your home might be a treasure 
for someone else to enjoy.   

See you at the Meet! 
����

CLUB NEWS 
How-To Clinics – Jim Weatherford  asked that I 
include this in the MainLine.  “A suggestion was 
made by one of our club members that our "How 
To" clinics address how to make a hinged bridge 
that allows access to a layout so one doesn't have 
to crawl under.  I have one method I can speak to 
but I would like to have practical suggestions from 
other club members of what method they have 
employed to gain access to the inside of a layout.  
Pictures would be great if possible. 

 Further, a topic was suggested that would 
cover the wireless systems (TMCC from Lionel 
and DCS from MTH); how they're installed, how 
they work, and helpful hints of ways to best make 

AUGUST RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Mario Santoyo Lionel Rio Grande ‘O’ GP-7 Diesel Provided by AGTTA 
Wendell Callahan Gilbert Am Flyer Lines ‘S’ Caboose Provided by AGTTA 
Frank Sowa Lionel Santa Fe ‘O’ Auto Carrier w/ Screens Provided by AGTTA 
Andy Anderson Lionel US Mail ‘O’ Operating Boxcar Provided by AGTTA 
Wendell Callahan UMD UP ‘O’ Single Dome Tankcar Provided by AGTTA 
Wendell Callahan Bachman ‘O’ Church Building Provided by AGTTA 
Syd Mason Lionel ‘O’ 2256 Station Platform Donated by Tom Barker  
Ken Steele $20 Restaurant Gift Certificate Donated by Gary Browning  
Gene Mrowka  VHS Tape – Centrex Best of 1990 Donated by Tom Barker  
Andy Anderson Pair of Lionel ‘O’ Bumpers Donated by Lee Davis  
Pat Archer Lionel 1956 Train Catalog Donated by Rand Washburn  
Gene Mrowka Lionel ‘O’ #256 Crossing Gate Donated by Larry Gardner  
Steve Pierce Rock Island ‘HO’ “B” Engine Unit Donated by Joe Vigo  
Steve Pierce Santa Fe ‘HO’ Crane & Work Cars Donated by Joe Vigo  
Steve Pierce 3 ‘HO’ Tank Cars Donated by Joe Vigo  
Mario Santoyo Antique Toys Magazines Donated by Ed Karper  
Ken Steele Antique Toys Magazines Donated by Ed Karper  
Gene Mrowka Y2K ‘HO’ Train Set Donated by Jim Klein  
Ken Steele Train Puzzle Donated by Roland Pierce  
Pat Archer Train Catalog Donated by Syd Mason  
Wendell Callahan Train Catalog Donated by Syd Mason  
Steve Pierce Train Video Donated by Tom Barker  

A special “Thank You!” to all the good Members who donated to the August Raffle.  ��� �  
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them work.  Again, we need someone from the 
club with experience with these systems to 
conduct a clinic some time in the future. 

If you can help please talk to Jim. 

Meet Date Changes –  We have just been notified 
by the Church that due to conflicts we will have to   

change the Meet dates for the October and 
November Meets.  The new Meet dates will be 
Wednesday, October 14th and Wednesday, 
November 18th.  We’re sorry for any problems this 
may cause in your schedules but, as they say, we 
have no choice. 
 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
Andy Estep’s Grasse River Railroad Caboose #75 

Editor’s Note:  Andy is a longtime AGTTA Member and  currently serves on our Board of Directors.  I wou ld 
like to thank Andy for contributing the following a rticle about his Caboose building project. 

I’ve been working on my caboose at the rate of one week per year for 5 years. It’s a replica of a caboose 
built in the 1880s for the Emporium Lumber Co. of Emporium, Pennsylvania.  The E.L.Co moved to the 
Adirondacks in the early 1900's and was renamed the Emporium Forestry Co. to reflect a new ideal of land use.  In 
the Adirondacks they built over 200 miles of track and two mills, the second in Cranberry Lake, NY.  At one time it 
was the largest logger on the east coast. 

They started a Common Carrier RR (passengers and mail) to Cranberry Lake called the Grasse River RR. 
It ran from Cranberry Lake to New York Central Adirondack Div. at Childwold, NY.  Some of the E.F.Co equipment 
was transferred to the common carrier line.  There is a good short summary article on this RR in the current (Fall 
2009) issue of Classic Trains Magazine. 

For a small and obscure RR a surprising amount of artifacts survive today. The real #71 caboose still exists 
in a private collection in VT.  There is a former Grasse River RR steam engine abandoned on a remote island in 
northern Maine and a restored Linn Tractor in NY.  A Linn was an early half-track used in logging.  It had wheels in 
the front and crawler tread in the back. In the winter the front wheels were replaced with skis.  There is even a hand 
pump car in a museum in NY. The most significant survivor of the RR is the Lancaster, Oxford & Southern #11 Gas 
Car, which is restored and runs at Strasburg. 

My in-laws Summer House is the former Emporium Forestry Mill Office / Station / Show / Storeroom.  It sits 
on a rise overlooking the mill site and lumber storage yard (both long gone) and Millpond (still there and quite 
large).  Because it was higher than the tracks there is a 100 ft. tunnel that leads from the track area directly into the 
basement to deliver supplies. The rails are gone but the roadbed is still there along with the ties.  My replica 
caboose sits on the ties of a spur that re-supplied the Mill so it is on a rise and has a good view of the Lake.  The 
trucks were a special E.F.Co shop built invention and all I need to replicate them is the raw steel rod and wheels. 
The RR did quite a bit of invention building two odd homebuilt geared steamers, two rail buses and converted a 
steamer to a gas engine. They had an engine collection that would put many a model train collector to the test in 
terms of numbers. They had well over 20 Shay’s, Climaxes and Rod engines.  More than they ever used at one 
time.  Someday the rails will return, at least under the caboose. 

The rest of the roadbed is a snowmobile trail in winter so it is maintained and is part of the Adirondack 
Park.  There are remnants of a wye at the far end of the lake. The Shoofly for the log dump cuts across part of the 
lake.  It is elevated on one side to tip in the logs and is built of a huge underwater stack of dimensional lumber.  
From a canoe you can see the big stack of wood going down to the depths. The foundations and parts of the two-
stall engine house remain too.  Last year I found a Dietz signal lamp similar to the ones on caboose and some 
Shay and Linn parts. Amateur Archeology is a great hobby. 

I built my caboose by scaling up the plans and parts of the Grasse River Caboose craftsman kit that 
Keystone models makes in O and HO scales.  The framing lumber I had milled from logs for the sake of 
authenticity.  This is one advantage of building so slowly; the wood has time to dry.  I tried to follow wooden car 
building practices as in The American Railroad Freight Car by John H. White Jr.  The Grasse River / Emporium 
Railroad had four wooden cabooses numbered 71 through 74.  Mine is numbered 75.   

I am slowly building this project into a documentary film, which will include visiting the surviving artifacts, 
interviews with descendants of the Lumber Company / RR owners and a man who has a museum of his father’s 
early 50’s era RR Museum that once had a lot of rolling stock from the Grasse River RR. It is a museum of a 
museum with photos of what once was.  Don't expect to see the documentary anytime soon. 

That is the story of my 1 to 1 scale caboose. The All Gauge Toy Train Club really does have members 
involved in trains of all gauges, even up to 4 feet 8 and 1/2 inches.     Andy Estep  



 5 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
Cover Photo – This interesting looking engine is 
the N&W Experimental Class M2 4-8-0 #1100.  
You can read more about this engine at: 
http://rypn.sunserver.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=
1&t=4022&start=0&st=0&sk=t&sd=a  

MainLine Electronic Version – Thanks to a big 
help from Jim Weatherford  a free online PDF 
Creator/Conversion program has been found.  It 
works perfectly in taking the MainLine Newsletter 
Word file that I create each month and converting 
it into a PDF file that looks exactly like the 
original.  To show you how good it looks last week 
I sent to our members with e-mail a copy of the 
August MainLine PDF file to take a look at.   
        Now that we have this capability members 
with e-mail access will have the following options 
for receiving their monthly MainLine Newsletter: 
 (1)  Beginning with this issue I will send an 
e-mail to which will be attached an electronic PDF 
file containing that month's MainLine.   
 (2)  Unless you tell me otherwise I will also 
continue to mail you a hard copy. 
 (3)  Or, if you wish you can opt for only 
receiving the electronic version.   Here is why this 
option is one that the Board hopes that you will 
seriously consider choosing: 
 (a)  The electronic copy will be e-
mailed immediately after the MainLine is 
completed.  No waiting for several days for the 
hard copy to show up in your mailbox. 
 (b)  The electronic copy will be in 
full color, something that we will never be able to 
do with the hard-copy version due to the cost. 
 (c)  The number of pages in the 
hard-copy MainLine is driven by having multiples 
of four (the printed pages are printed on 11 x 17 
and thus require the total number of pages to be 
in multiples of four). And of course the cost of 
printing a 12-page issue vice an 8-page issue is 
more.  With the electronic version these two hard-
copy limitations are no longer relevant.  Therefore 
as the need arises I intend to include "bonus" 
pages in the electronic version that will not be in 
the hard-copy.  
  (d)  And lastly, and most 
importantly, the biggest reason we hope you opt 
for the electronic copy only is that you will help the 
Club save dollars on the printing and mailing 
costs associated with the hard-copy.  Today that 
amounts to 88 cents per issue, per month.  For a 
year the savings would be just over $10. 
Obviously one big advantage of this savings is 

that the Club would spend less resulting in more 
dollars in our Treasury, which would certainly 
seem to preclude any thought of having to raise 
Club dues in the near future. 
  Note:  One more item that I want to share 
with you is that the electronic version will also be 
posted to the AGTTA Website so if the need 
arises you'll be able to look up old issues on the 
website. 
 Since putting out this initial e-mail I am 
happy to report that nine Members have opted for 
receiving the electronic version only.  Those nine 
members are going to save the Club in access of 
$90 over the coming year.   

I hope that you will consider adding your 
name to this list and help benefit the Club 
Treasury.  If you decide to do so all you need do 
is to send me an e-mail (whohnhorst@cox.net) 
stating that you would like to go with the electronic 
copy only.   

And not to worry.  Just in case you change 
your mind and want to restart receiving a hard-
copy version that won't be a problem.  All you’ll 
need to do is send me an e-mail and let me know 
that’s what you would like to do. 

 As always, if you have any questions or 
suggestions or whatever, please feel free to 
contact me with whatever thoughts you might 
have.  I would appreciate hearing from you. 

San Diego Model Railroad Museum’s 

Model Railroad 
Swap Meet 

Saturday, October 10 th, 2009 
7 am – 11 am 

Cost: Buyers $2 / Sellers $5 
Sellers must arrive by 6:30 for setup & 

furnish their own tables 

For additional info call Swap Meet 
Coordinator Jim Anderson – (619) 224-1041

www.sdmrm.org 

1649 El Prado, San Diego, CA  92101 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

Saturday, 
September 12, 2009 

 

Southern California’s Greatest  
Outdoor 

 

 

Fall 2009 
Railroadiana 
Swap Meet 

 

9 a.m. To 2 p.m. 
 

Railroad Antiques, Collectibles, Art, 
Books, Photos, Model & Toy Trains 

ADMISSION: $5; or included with all-day 
pass for trolley and train rides, $12 adults, $8 
ages 5-11, under 5 Free, Free Parking! 

EXHIBITORS:  $15 for non-members.  Fee 
includes one admission - Space on a first-
come basis - Set-up starting at 7 a.m.  Bring 
your own tables and chairs. 

Orange Empire Railway Museum 
2201 South “A” Street, Perris, CA  92570 

(951) 657-2605  /  www.oerm.org  
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There are many accessories that have 
controllers hardwired with a cable that is too short 
for your operating situation.  You don't want to 
disconnect the wires to the controller, feed the wire 
through the layout top, and reconnect the wires to 
the controller with a big splice in the middle.  And 
what if you want to change the location of the 
controller and need a longer cable to the 
accessory?  All this sound too familiar?  Well, 
there's a simple solution to your problem that also 
affords the flexibility you may need for future 
modifications. 

I recently had a customer request I fix his 
magnetic crane (made noises but no action) and 
install connectors so he could run the cable under 
the layout to the controller.  Also, he wanted the 
connector to be small so that the hole in the layout 
top wouldn't be too big.  The cable for the crane is 
a four conductor cable and I thought a nice small 
connector set would be a telephone wire with the 
small snap-in connectors.  I had a few phone wires 
in a bag (don't we all?) and I selected a seven foot 
one that had four conductors.  I also had phone 
wires that only had two conductors so you have to 
be careful when you select a cable and choose 
one with enough conductors to meet your needs.  I 
believe you can get phone wires that have up to 
six conductors since the standard in-line couplers 
have six contacts (see the figure below). 

                              

 
 

Note:  The male phone connector is shown 
large for clarity. 

 
You'll need one of these couplers for this 

cable extension.  They're available from any place 
that sells telephone accessories. 

So I cut the phone wire in half and stripped 
enough of the outer sleeve to expose the four 
conductors.  I then selected the place on the crane 
controller wire where I would cut it and marked one 
of the outside wires with a felt marker pen so I 
would know which wires would mate up in the 
connector.  Once the cable wire is cut, separate 
the four wires and strip and tin each wire with 
solder.  Also strip and tin the ends of the phone 
wires.  Splice one half of the phone wire to each 
end of the crane flat cable.  Now when you join the 
two phone connectors with the coupler, your crane 
controller cable is electrically complete once again. 

By the way, I use 1/16th inch heat shrink 
tubing on each spliced wire and a larger piece of ¼ 
inch tubing over the splice points. 

 

SEPTEMBER TECH TIP 
HOW TO EXTEND ACCESSORY WIRING  By Jim Weatherford 

OPERATING TIPS 
by Jim Weatherford 

Tip #14 - Cleaning Wheels - Remove corrosion 
from the wheel and the axle with a wire brush or 
fine buffer disk, degrease both the axle and the 
wheel, then use lightweight machine oil applied 
at the back of each wheel.  Don't use grease!  
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 Sep 10  Thursday  AGTTA September Meet 
 Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 

Sep 12 Saturday Orange Empire RR Museum Fall 
Railroadiana Swap Meet 

  www.oerm.org   (951) 657-2605 
Sep 27 Sunday TTOS SP Division Sept. Meet 
  Ken Flory (714) 538-8218 
Oct 10 Saturday SDMRR Model Railroad Swap Meet 

  Jim Anderson (619) 224-1041 

Oct 14 Wednesday  AGTTA October Meet 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
Oct 25 Saturday TTOS Oct Train Meet at OERM 
  Bill Hess (714) 528-4551 
Nov 18 Wednesday  AGTTA November Meet 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 

 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 4634 Coconino Way 

 San Diego, CA  92117  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT MEET: 

����������	
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��
Thursday, September 10 th   
4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 
8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North  
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���������������  
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Andy Estep’s Caboose #75 
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 

 

Repairs, Layouts, Collections 
Call: (714) 654-0726 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2009 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
SEPT 26 / DEC 19 

Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 
4838 Old Cliffs Road, San Diego 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon-Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 258-0862  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive, Santee, CA 

Rock House Station 
Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 

Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

2505 Main Street, Suite 5, Ramona, CA 

Trains Are Good 
Rob & Sharon Freeburn 

M – F 10 – 5  &  Sat 10 – 7  &  Sun 12 - 6 
& By Appointment 

Bus: (619) 294-8372 / Orders: 1-800-642-9054 
Fax: (619) 294-3312 

3683 Midway Drive, San Diego, CA 

��
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D&S Hobbies  
28465 Old Town Front Street, Suite 123 

Temecula, CA  92590 

Wanted to buy N-HO-G Service and Repairs: 
Lionel & American Flyer Trains, Accessories, 
Trains, Parts, Accessories and Transformers   

Scott L. Kugler Hours: 
Debbie I. Kugler Mon, Wed, Thurs. 9am - 6pm 
dnsslk@msn.com Fri, Sat, Sun 10am - 7pm 

 Phone: 951-694-1773 
 

 

Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am-8pm Mon-Sat 

Eric Bense 858-578-2395 
10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

 
Bruce Cameron, Manager 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 
E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

8039 La Mesa Blvd., La Mesa, CA  91941 
(619) 464-1672 Fax (619) 464-6087 

Elystoys 
Lional, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 
Jean & Dave Ely 515-664-8217 
Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com 


