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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASS OCIATION 

VOL. 30, NO. 10      SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA      OCT OBER 2009 

*** OCTOBER MEET *** 
DON’T MISS THIS ONE!!!  

This is going to be one big jam-
packed meeting that you simply do not 
want to miss!   

·  Lionel D-27 Disappearing 
Replica Layout Raffle 
Drawing 

·  Unveiling of the AGTTA 40 th 
Anniversary Limited Edition 
Boxcar 

·  2010 Board Nominations 
·  By-Law Changes 
·  Monthly Raffle 
·  Table Sales 
·  Good Old Club Camaraderie  
So as you can see this is going to 

be an action packed Meet that you 
simply MUST attend.   See ya there! 
 

 

*** ATTENTION ALL ***  
OCTOBER MEET DATE 
HAS BEEN CHANGED! 

The Church has informed us that 
they need  the Hall on our originally 
scheduled October  Meet Date.  
Therefore we have had to move the 
Meet to one week later.  And the day 
will be Wednesday vice Thursday.  
So please take note that this month’s 
Meet will now be held on: 

WEDNESDAY,  
OCTOBER 14TH 

* BUY RAFFLE TICKETS *  
for the Lionel D-27 Layout 

$5 each / Five for $20! 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
The October Meet 

will be our Club’s most 
important get-together of 
the year, so please update 
your calendars and plan to 
attend.  The Meet day and 
date have changed to 
Wednesday October 14 th 
as we try to be amiable 
with the church when it 

has a more lucrative offer to use the hall.  During 
this Meet we will present AGTTA By-Laws 
changes, elicit nominations for the November 
Club Election, unveil our AGTTA Anniversary 
Boxcar, and close with the Raffle of the 
Anniversary D-27 Layout.  Don’t miss a chance to 
win; buy tickets.    

Now is the time for you to nominate those 
who will lead your club for the coming year.  Now 
is the time for you to consider what you may 
contribute in return for the enjoyment you have 
received from the club over the years.  Now is the 
time for you to run for office and bring fresh ideas 
and enthusiasm to enlarge meets, foster 
membership and generate more club events.  The 
President and Secretary positions are open.  

To summarize the By-Law changes that will 
be introduced by Bart Gray, AGTTA Past President, 
a new BOD position, its responsibilities and a 
resulting change in board quorum percentage will 
be proposed.  With the implementation of the Club 
Website and a review of AGTTA By-Laws it has 
been decided by the Board that we should add an 
appointed Website Coordinator position to the 
Board due to the importance that this news media 
adds to the timeliness of information dissemination 
and to broaden club exposure and sophistication. 

The highlight of the evening will be the raffle 
of our D-27 Anniversary Layout.  You can now see 
videos of the operating layout on agtta.com.  You 
need not be present to win, but all tickets must 
be purchased and put in the drum by 7:00 pm 
OCT 14th.  This will be 15 minutes before the 
drawing.  Also no bent, curved or sticky tickets will 
be drawn.  Even if you can’t find space at home if 
you win, it certainly would be a welcome attraction if 
donated to a children’s hospital, museum or future 
AGTTA raffle, etc.  Tickets are $5 each or five 
tickets for  $20.00.  

Another highlight of the Meet will be 
unveiling of the AGTTA 2009 Anniversary Club 
Car.  This will be your initial opportunity to 
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail, fax or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  A big All-Day 
Saturday Open House Meet Is held in June. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com 

2009 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele (619) 644-1247 
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Andy Anderson (858) 274-9178 

 d724anderson@hotmail.com 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Andy Estep (619) 991-0083 
 andyestep@hotmail.com  
Al Keil (619) 482-8823 

 awkeil@juno.com 
Pete McCall (619) 296-4965 
Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
Jim Weatherford (619) 287-8687 

 wxfd@cox.net 
Immediate Past President 

Bart Grey (619) 281-9347 
Main-Line Editor 

Bill Hohnhorst (619) 461-5039 
 whohnhorst@cox.net 
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purchase this special run, limited edition 
collectible for only $40.   

I will attempt to take a group picture of all 
the membership present at the Meet, so please 
groom appropriately, only kidding.  Smiles will be 
enough.    

Here’s a rundown of other important Club 
related events that will be happening during the 
month of October. 

A Grand Tour of Train Layouts  is 
available to AGTTA members on Sunday, 
October 11th  between the hours of 10:00 am and 
3:00 pm with a barbecue meal at the end.  These 
are quality layouts here in southern California, 
one of which will appear in O gauge magazine in 
the near future.  Pat Archer  (Escondido), John 
Duffy  (Del Mar) and Marvin Wait  (San Marcos) 
have agreed to open their homes and show off 
their fantastic operating layouts.  Do not miss this 
opportunity.  Contact Bob Wall at 
bobwall@juno.com or 858-452-8955 no later  
than October 5th  to sign up for the tour (and to 
establish numbers for dinner) and to possibly 
establish car pools.    

The AGTTA Modular Layout  group will 
once again have a layout in the San Diego Model 
Railroad Museum from Tuesday, Oct 13 th 
through Sunday, Oct 25 th, with setup on the 11th 
and 12th and teardown on the 26th and 27th.  
Please join in the run! 

On Sunday October 25 th, from 9 am to 2 
pm, the TTOS Southern Pacific Division holds its 
October meet at the Orange Empire Railroad 
Museum with a swap meet, operating layout, 
raffle and picnic meal.  Admission to the park is 
free the morning of the swap meet and there is no 
charge for selling, but you must bring your own 
table or blanket.  A picnic meal can be reserved 
and purchased for $7.  There are several acres of 
trains and trolleys to peruse and an all day ticket 
to ride the trolley and train will be available.  All 
AGTTA members are invited to attend.  I would 
like to suggest that we enjoy the SP Division 
hospitality and join them making it our annual 
picnic event.  See and use the attached flyer for 
details and food reservations.     

See you at the Meet! 
����

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
It was reported that our current 

membership total stands at 134. 
Based on expected 2010 membership 

levels, positive revenue from this year’s 

anniversary projects, member support of Meet 
Raffles and Open House Meet Table sales the 
Board has voted to keep 2010 Dues at the current 
level.  

A New Member Welcome letter was 
reviewed and adopted.  Also revisions to the 2010 
Dues Invoice were agreed upon.  The Invoice will 
now include member selection of the method to 
receive club publications and authorization of 
what personal information the club may publish 
and distribute in future member directories and 
publications. 

The Board agreed to have another 
Membership Contest with the award being a very 
nice prize.  It will run from November through the 
July Meet.  This gives members a chance to meet 
and sponsor new members at layout runs, local 
train shows and the Open House Meet in June.  
The 2009 contest resulted in 12 new members.  
GREAT!  

Member recruitment is everyone’s role and 
will help sustain the hobby by drawing more 
buyers and sellers to the Meets and help keep 
your dues down. 

Selection and approval to return to the 
Brother’s Family Restaurant in Allied Gardens for 
this year’s December Holiday Christmas Dinner 
was agreed to by the Board.  The Dinner will take 
place on Tuesday, December 1st.  Again 
attendees will have three entrees choices and all 
the fix’ins for just $19.  This will be early in a busy 
month of train events so be sure to reserve the 
date NOW.  

����

AGTTA 2010 BOARD NOMINATIONS 
As Bob mentioned in his President’s 

Message it’s that time of the year when we must 
begin preparing for the coming year by accepting 
nominations for and election of our 2010 Board of 
Directions.   

Bob has stated that he would like to have 
someone step forward and take over the 
President position.  Bob has done a fantastic job 
as President and whoever takes over will have big 
shoes to fill, that’s for sure.  And with Andy has 
decided to not run again for Secretary so we will 
need to have some new blood in that position 
also.     

Just to refresh your memory, here’s what 
the Club By-Laws, “Article VIII – Election and 
Terms of Officers and Directors,” states: 

“Officers and Directors shall be elected 
annually for one calendar year by written ballot at 
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the November General Meeting.  All Officers and 
Directors are eligible for re-election.  Nominees 
must be current members of AGTTA over the age 
of 18 and shall be nominated from the floor at the 
October General Meeting.  Installation shall be 
held and the term of the office commence January 
1.”    

In keeping with the above Article, 2010 
Board nominations will be accepted at this 
month’s Meet.  If you would like to become a 
more active Member and help guide your Club 
during the coming year, the Board encourages 
you to step forward and put your name into “the 
ring”, as they say.  Just let any current Board 
Member know you are interested.  And “Thanks!”  �

AGTTA CHRISTMAS DINNER 
As Bob mentioned in his Board Meeting 

Highlights this year’s annual Christmas Dinner will 
again be held at Brothers Family Restaurant on 
Waring Road in Allied Gardens.  The date for this 
year’s dinner will be Tuesday, December 1st. 

So that you don’t miss this always fun and 
enjoyable get-together mark your calendar now so 
you’ll have no excuse to miss this excellent end of 
the year event.  Watch for all the details and 

Reservation Form in the November Newsletter.    

CLUB APPRECIATION AWARDS 
It’s also that time of the year to begin 

thinking about our annual Club Appreciation 
Awards.  Every year the Club recognizes those 
Members who have put forth that extra bit of effort 
in support of our Club.   

Included with this Newsletter you’ll find a 
one-page insert, which provides all the details for 
these very important awards.  If you believe that a 
particular club member deserves recognition then 
please take the small amount of time and effort 
involved to complete the form.  Then just give it to 
any Club Officer or Director. It will be appreciated. 

CLUB NEWS 
Carl Burnett on the Mend – Carl is recovering 
from treatment at UCSD’s Thornton Hospital in La 
Jolla (858-657-7000).  The hospital is located at 
9300 Campus Point Drive, which is west of 
Genesse and just north of La Jolla Country Day 
School (UTC Shopping Center).  Carl will be there 
for the next four weeks and would welcome 
visitors to breakup the long days of bed rest.  He’s 

SEPTEMBER RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Jon Everett Lionel ‘O’ Inspection Car Provided by AGTTA 
Steve Pierce Lionel ‘O’ Rotary Beacon Provided by AGTTA 
Caroline Poindexter MTH NYC ‘O’ Stockcar Provided by AGTTA 
Syd Mason BHM ‘O’ Plasticville Bank Provided by AGTTA 
Christine Poindexter ‘HO’ Train Set Donated by Jim Klein  
Greg Smyth Lionel ‘O’ PRR Automobile Car Donated by Steve Mitton  
Gene Mrowka  MTH ‘O’ Crossing Signal & Gate Donated by Larry Gardner  
Greg Drusch ‘HO’ Boxcars (2), Caboose & Flatcar Donated by Joe Vigo  
Kevin O’Connor ‘O-27’ RCS Track, Controller & Lockon Donated by Lee Davis  
Jon Everett Lionel 1956 Train Catalog Donated by Rand Washburn  
Andy Anderson $20 Restaurant Gift Certificate Donated by Gary Browning  
Greg Drusch DVD – America By Rail – Winter Wonderland Donated by Tom Barker  
Harlan Hatz VHS Tape – Pentrex UP’s Clinchfield Donated by Tom Barker  
Steve Pierce Train Puzzle Donated  
Mario Santoyo Lionel 45 Degree Track Crossing Donated  
Andy Anderson MTH DCS DVD Donated by Greg Smyth  
Mario Santoyo 2009 Lionel Train Catalog Donated by Ed Karper  
Mario Santoyo 3 MTH Train Catalogs Donated by Jim Osborne  
Greg Drusch Antique Toy Trains Magazines Donated by Ed Karper  
Kevin O’Connor Antique Toy Trains Magazines Donated by Ed Karper 
Ann Pearson Wooden Train Whistle Donated by Tom Barker  

A special “Thank You!” to all the good Members who donated to the September  Raffle.  
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in Room 372.  On behalf of the Club we wish Carl 
a speedy and full recovery. 

November Meet Date Changes –  Just a 
reminder that our November Meet date has also 
been changed.  The new November date is 
Wednesday, November 18 th.  If you haven’t 
already done please mark your calendar now.   

AGTTA / TTOS-SP San Diego Layout Tours –  
Here’s your chance to see three of the San Diego 
areas finest model train layouts, all in one day.  
On Sunday, October 11th, between 10:00 am and 
3:00 pm a grand tour of these Big 3 layouts (one 
of which will appear in O Gauge magazine in the 
near future) will take place and AGTTA members 
are invited to attend.   

Pat Archer (Escondido), John Duffy (Del 
Mar) and Marvin Wait (San Marcos) have agreed 
to open their homes and show off their fantastic 
operating layouts.  The day will be capped off with 
a delicious barbecue meal.   You simply do not 
want to miss this opportunity. 

Contact Bob Wall at bobwall@juno.com or 
858-452-8955 by no later than October 5th  to 
sign up for the tour.    

EDITOR’S CORNER 
Cover Photo – The Union Pacific Railroad’s M-
10000, delivered to the railroad on February 12, 
1934, at a cost of $230,997, was the first internal 
combustion engine, lightweight streamlined 
express passenger train in the United States.  
You can read more about this first-of-its-kind train 
at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M-10000  

MainLine Electronic Version – As was 
announced in the September MainLine we now 
have the capability to distribute the MainLine as a 
PDF file attachment to an e-mail, which I did with 
the September issue.  I requested that you 
consider opting for receiving the MainLine 
electronically in lieu of a hard copy.  Here’s why: 

(a)  The electronic copy will be your inbox 
immediately after the MainLine is completed.  No 
waiting for the hard copy to be in your mailbox. 

(b)  The electronic copy will be in full color. 
(c)  No limit on the number of pages. 
(d)  And most importantly, opting for the 

electronic copy will save the Club over $10 yearly 
in printing & mailing costs. 

I’m very happy to report that we now have 20 
Members who have opted for receiving the 
electronic version only.  Those 20 members are 
going to save the Club in access of $200 over the 
coming year.  Super! 

  
I hope that you’ll consider adding your 

name to this group and help benefit the Club 
Treasury.  And it is so easy to do.  Just send me 
an e-mail (whohnhorst@cox.net) stating that you 
would like to go with the electronic copy only and I 
will make sure it happens.   

As always, if you have any questions or 
suggestions, please give me a shout.  I would 
love to hear from you.  �
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To make your food reservations please fill out the following information (food reservation required): 

Name_____________________________________________________ TTOS # ___________ 
 

Number of members/guests  _______       x   $7.00  each  =      Total Enclosed     __________ 

Mail your completed reservation form and check made payable to TTOS – SP Division  to: 

Mike Donovan  -  P.O. Box  5263,  Fullerton, CA  92 838  / Your tickets will be held at the auction desk 
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I'm afraid I'm a bit of a Postwar relic since I 
like my steamers and diesels to have 
magnetraction.  I also like a lot of the locomotives 
Lionel produced in the eighty's and ninety's 
because of the road names and the color 
schemes.  Unfortunately, many of these 
locomotives came with traction tires instead of 
magnetraction and that takes away from my 
enjoyment of running the newer locomotives since 
the tires come off when pulling a heavy load. 

I've replaced many traction tires over the 
years and they stay on better if you use a little 
super glue but it makes it tougher when replacing 
them because you have to scrape all the old 
pieces out of the grooves.  So let me get to the 
point of this technical tip. 

I recently acquired an MPC dual-motored 
F3 with traction tires.  It has a great paint scheme 
and is an A-B-A configuration.  I decided to 
convert the power trucks from traction tires to 
magnetraction so I started to look at auction sites 
to see if power trucks were available.  Any 
Postwar trucks made for the locomotives 2363, 
2367, 2368, 2373, 2378, 2379, or 2383 front or 
rear would do fine as long as the magnetraction 
was still good.  I didn't need the top plate or side 
frames since I would be reusing the ones from my 
new locomotive. 

Sure enough, two basic power trucks were 
available and I won them; one for $10 and one for 
$20.  Basic truck means no roller pickup 
assembly, no top plate with side frames, and no 
gear shaft with nylon bushings.  No matter, I 
would be using all those parts from the original 
power trucks. 

Exchanging the traction tire power trucks 
with the magnetraction power trucks is straight-
forward.  Remove the shell and unsolder the two 
roller pickup wires from the reverse unit.  Next 
remove the screw on the bottom of the truck that 
holds the motor to the truck.  The truck is now free 
of the chassis.  Remove the roller pickup 
assembly and the top plate (one screw each).  
Lastly, remove the gear shaft with the two nylon 
bushings from the truck.  Set the traction tire truck 
aside and put the gear shaft and bushings in the 
magnetraction truck and install the roller pickup 

assembly.  Make sure you oil all the axles at each 
wheel and the gear studs.  Apply a light weight 
grease to the gears and test the roller pickup to 
ensure it's isolated from the truck frame.  Install 
the top plate on the truck then secure the motor 
and power truck to the chassis.  Do the same to 
the other truck and resolder the roller pickup wires 
to the e-unit terminal and test operation on the 
track. 

OCTOBER TECH TIP 
CONVERT YOUR POWER TRUCK TO ONE 

WITH MAGNETRACTION  By Jim Weatherford 

San Diego Model Railroad Museum’s 

Model Railroad 
Swap Meet 

Saturday, October 10 th, 2009 
7 am – 11 am 

Cost: Buyers $2 / Sellers $5 
Sellers must arrive by 6:30 for setup & 

furnish their own tables 

For additional info call Swap Meet 
Coordinator Jim Anderson – (619) 224-1041

www.sdmrm.org 
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Oct 10 Saturday SDMRR Model RR Swap Meet 

  Jim Anderson (619) 224-1041 
Oct 11 Sunday Model Train Layout Grand Tour 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
Oct 14 Wednesday  AGTTA October Meet 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
Oct 13 Tuesday SDMRM Balboa Park Flyer Run 
     / 25    / Sunday Al Keil (619) 482-8823 
Oct 25 Sunday TTOS Oct Train Meet at OERM 
  Bill Hess (714) 528-4551 

Nov 18 Wednesday  AGTTA November Meet 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
Nov 20 Friday TTOS – Cal-Stewart Meet 
    / 22     / Sunday  www.ttos-sp.com    
Dec 1 Tuesday AGTTA Christmas Dinner Party 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
Dec 12 Saturday Great Train Expo at Del Mar Fair- 
   / 13    / Sunday grounds www.trainexpoinc.com  

 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 4634 Coconino Way 

 San Diego, CA  92117  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT MEET: 

(6/,�/�C��/�0,�/�39,C7/D�
Wednesday, October 14 th   
4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 
8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North  
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts, Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2009 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
SEPT 26 / DEC 19 

Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 
4838 Old Cliffs Road, San Diego 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon-Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 258-0862  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive, Santee, CA 

Rock House Station 
Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 

Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

2505 Main Street, Suite 5, Ramona, CA 

Trains Are Good 
Rob & Sharon Freeburn 

M – F 10 – 5  &  Sat 10 – 7  &  Sun 12 - 6 
& By Appointment 

Bus: (619) 294-8372 / Orders: 1-800-642-9054 
Fax: (619) 294-3312 

3683 Midway Drive, San Diego, CA 
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D&S Hobbies  
28465 Old Town Front Street, Suite 123 

Temecula, CA  92590 

Wanted to buy N-HO-G Service and Repairs: 
Lionel & American Flyer Trains, Accessories, 
Trains, Parts, Accessories and Transformers   

Scott L. Kugler Hours: 
Debbie I. Kugler Mon, Wed, Thurs. 9am - 6pm 
dnsslk@msn.com Fri, Sat, Sun 10am - 7pm 

 Phone: 951-694-1773 
 

 

Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am-8pm Mon-Sat 

Eric Bense 858-578-2395 
10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

 
Bruce Cameron, Manager 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 
E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

8039 La Mesa Blvd., La Mesa, CA  91941 
(619) 464-1672 Fax (619) 464-6087 

Elystoys 
Lional, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 
Jean & Dave Ely 515-664-8217 
Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com 
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TRAIN RELATED WEBSITES 
MODEL TRAIN & EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS : 

Atlas www.atlaso.com  
Diecast Direct www.diecastdirect.com  
GarGraves www.gargraves.com  
Industrial Rail www.industrialrail.com  
K-Line www.k-linetrains.com  
Korber Models www.korbermodels.com  
Lionel Trains www.lionel.com 
MTH Electric Trains www.mth-railking.com 
MTH Service Website www.mth-railking.com/service/index.asp  
Ross Custom Switches www.rossswitches.com  
Scenic Express www.scenicexpress.com 
Weaver Models  www.weavermodels.com 
Walther’s (Cornerstone Series Buildings) www.walthers.com  
Williams www.williamstrains.com  

CLUBS: 

Chula Vista Live Steamers www.chulavistalivesteamers.com 
Lionel Collectors Club of America "LCCA":  www.lionelcollectors.org  
Lionel Operators of Trains Society "LOTS":  www.lots-trains.org  
Train Collector's Association "TCA":  www.traincollectors.org  
Toy Train Operating Society "TTOS":  www.ttos.org  
The National Model Railroad Association "NMRA":  www.nmra.org 

MAGAZINES / BOOKS: 

O Gauge Railroading http://www.ogaugerr.com/ 
Classic Toy Trains www.kalmbach.com  
Kalmbach Publishers www.kalmbachbooks.com  
TLC Publishing, Inc. www.tlcrailroadbooks.com/cgi-bin/tlcstore.pl  
TMB Books & Videos www.tmbv.com  

RETAIL BUSINESSES: 

O Gauge Autos (The Train Shop, NJ) www.trainshoponline.com 
The Western Depot www.westerndepot.com  
NAPA Valley Wine Train www.winetrain.com  
Reed's Hobby Shop www.reeds-hobbies.com 
Watts Trains http://www.wattstrainshop.com 

RAILROAD LINES: 

Amtrak www.amtrak.com 
Coaster, Sprinter & North County public transit www.gonctd.com  

HISTORIC TOURIST RAILROADS: 

Durango & Silverton Railroad & Museum www.durangotrain.com 
Grand Canyon Train http://www.thetrain.com 
Fillmore & Western Railway Company www.fwry.com  

FORUMS: 

Several train-related websites have forums, allowing visitors to exchange questions and answers 
about model railroading and real-life trains.  Here are some sites with forums:  
www.ogaugerr.com www.trains.com  
www.railroad.net/forums  www.coilcouplers.com  
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The Union Pacific Railroad's M-10000, delivered to the railroad on February 12, 1934, at a 

cost of $230,997, was the first internal combustion engine, lightweight streamlined express passenger 
train in the United States. The carbodies and interior fittings were built by Pullman-Standard. The 
600 hp (450 kW) V12 distillate engine was from General Motors' Cleveland subsidiary, the Winton 
Engine Company -- not, as is usually reported, the Electro-Motive Corporation, which merely 
supervised installation of the engine into the Pullman-built body. This engine design was not related to 
the later 201 or 201A Winton diesels. As for EMC, being primarily a marketing organization at this 
time, it did not manufacture any component parts of the M-10000[citation needed]. The air brake 
compressor, main generator, traction motors and control equipment were manufactured by the 
General Electric Company. The role of General Electric in pioneering essential electrical technologies 
which enabled the rise of the diesel-electric locomotive is greatly underrated in the literature; 
conversely, the role of Electro-Motive is very much over-rated[who?]. 

Famed Pullman engineer Martin P Blomberg helped style the exterior of not only the M-10000, 
but also the M-10001. The US Patent and Trademark Office assigned U.S. Patent D100,000, which 
just happen by chance with the extra "0", be the same as the road number. Also see U.S. Patent 
D100,001 and U.S. Patent D100,002 for other design patents. M-10000 featured a turret cab, an 
inward-slanting Duralumin (a German-developed aluminum alloy pirated by Alcoa during the First 
World War) body with a nose form of parabolic arches, with a large nose air intake. The train was 
painted in Armour Yellow with Leaf Brown roof and undersides; later, the area around the front air 
intake was also painted yellow. Dividing lines of red were painted to separate the colors. 

The 204 ft (62 m) long, 85 ton train was fully articulated: trucks, strongly influenced by German 
passenger bogie design as investigated by Union Pacific chief engineer A.H. Fetters, were shared 

OCTOBER TRAIN OF THE MONTH 

UNION PACIFIC M-10000  Reprinted from Wikipedia 
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between adjacent cars. There were three cars; a driving, power and baggage car at the front, and two 
passenger cars. The sleeping car "Overland Trail" was constructed for M-10000 and included in the 
consist in May 1934, but it was never used in regular service with that train; instead, because of M-
10000's assignment to a day train the sleeper was mated with the next Streamliner, M-10001. 
Subsequent streamliners would be diesel powered, but a reliable engine of sufficient power-to-weight 
ratio was not available for the M-10000 and it was delivered instead with a spark-ignition Winton 191-
A distillate engine. The first truck carried one General Electric traction motor per axle and was the only 
one powered. 

The M-10000 was as much a publicity tool as a practical train; during 1934 it made a 13,000-
mile (21,000 km) exhibition tour across the United States, visiting Washington, DC, for inspection by 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Everywhere it went it attracted crowds and much press attention, 
eventually hosting almost 1,000,000 visitors. M-10000 succeeded in its aim of helping reinvent and 
modernize the passenger train in the popular imagination of Depression-era America, yet in 
contemporary popular memory it has long since been eclipsed by the later Pioneer Zephyr. Many 
other Streamliners inspired by the M-10000 were rapidly developed, and within 15 years most major 
American railroads had a "streamlined" train of some form or other. 

The M-10000 was eventually named City of Salina for the Kansas City-Salina route it served, 
but it was also nicknamed the "Tin Worm" or "Little Zip". Since it was built of Duralumin (aircraft 
aluminum), the M-10000 was scrapped in early 1942 to contribute its materials to the war effort, 
among other reasons. The paint scheme devised for the M-10000 is still in use as of 2008, except that 
the brown portions were later painted in harbor mist gray. 

 

 


