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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Welcome to the month 

of November.  This is the start 
of “High Train Season”.  There 
are many announcements this 
month.  

Most important is to all 
of our members who are 
veterans, THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE TO OUT 
COUNTRY!!!  This is not said 

often enough.  Freedom is not free. 
At our November Meet elections will be 

held.  If you do not vote, you have no right to 
complain about who the officers of the club are.  

We will be holding our annual Turkey Raffle 
as well. 

If you would like to attend the Christmas 
Banquet on 1 December at Giovanni's (same 
place as last year) please see the announcement 
in this M-L.  The banquet is always one of our 
club's major events of the year.  

It is that time of the year again.  It’s time to 
pay our annual dues.  Our club provides the most 
bang for the buck for our members.  Where else 
can you have a monthly train meet with numerous 

tables to buy, sell, and trade train related goodies 
free of additional cost to our members.  Our 
publication, especially the online edition, has all                                                                                                  
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TIGHTENING A LOOSE E-UNIT 

SWITCH 
Again this month Jim Weatherford  will be showing 
us how to fix another one of Lionel’s classic 
locomotive components – the venerable E-unit.  A 
malfunctioning E-unit can definitely have a negative 
impact on your operational enjoyment.  This is 
going to be another “do not miss” Clinic. 
The Clinic will commence at our regular start time 
of 5:15.  So, no excuses!  Come to the Meet and 
support your Clinics!  And to get ready for the Clinic 
you’ll want to check out the related Tech Tip that 
you’ll find on page 7. 

And if you have any ideas for future Clinics make 
sure you pass them along to Jim.  He would love to 
have your suggestions.  

CLINIC START TIME:  5:15 PM 
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kinds of valuable information including repair 
techniques.  Please see Jim Weatherford. 

Southwestern Division is hosting the Cal 
Stewart Meet at the Pasadena Convention Center 
on 18-20 November.  This is the largest toy train 
collector's meet on the west coast.  This is the 
place to buy parts, trains or just see the operating 
layouts and the featured exhibit “American Flyer 
Wide Gauge” (standard gauge using the Lionel 
term). 

Happy Thanksgiving to all of our members 
and their families.  I would hope that all of you are 
putting up a toy train display under your Christmas 
Tree.  If you do, please share photos in the M-L.  

The weekend after Thanksgiving, 2-4 
December, is the train meet at Del Mar.  We need 
members to help set up on Friday, operate on 
Saturday and Sunday, as well as break down the 
layout on Sunday afternoon.  Bring your favorite 
trains to run, Standard, O or S gauge. 

The week following Del Mar is our 
Christmas Open House/All Day Meet at the 
Church. Tables are a bargain at $10 each.  There 
will be a raffle of course and the BBQ Pit will again 
be serving lunch at a very good price.  This Meet 
will debut our Layout under construction to benefit 
those who would like to build a layout for their 
children, have young people actually assist in 
building a portable layout, and show our non train 
people guests what can be done for very little 
money in creating a display for their ceramic 
houses (Dept 56, LeMax, St. Nicholas Village etc.) 

Butch Alvarado is building a pair of 
sawhorses to support the initial two sections of the 
layout.  I am providing two hollow core doors and 
the traditional 3-rail track (Hornby curves and 
switches and Lionel tubular for the straights).  
Ballast will be simplified with no loose stone.  We’ll 
use grey TexStone paint and real wood ties 
stained dark brown or black.  Any mountains will 
be made from expanded Styrofoam insulating 
board to keep the weight down.   

I expect the layout to be in operation during 
the Meet.  If you would like to help, add a door.  If 
possible I would love to see this layout present at 
most, if not all, of out monthly meetings for 
ongoing work by our young people and supervised 
by our “old hands”.  We will be submitting pictures 
of this layout to MTH as well.  Once we have the 
initial sections done, we’ll be looking for sponsors 
of more sections (donate a door) so that more 
accessories and features can be added.  

Let's all KEEP ON TRACK. 

  Ed Samsen 
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Main-Line Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  Big All-Day 
Saturday Meets are held in June & December. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com  

2011 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
President 

Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
 edoptician@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele (619) 644-1247 
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Jim Weatherford (619) 287-8687 

 wxfd@cox.net 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Dave Campbell (619) 575-7578  
 airportinfomation@san.rr.com 

Bart Grey (619) 281-9347 
 ccbbpg@gmail.com 
Steve Mitton (619) 621-9779 

 sam9820@hotmail.com 
Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
 Greg Smyth (619) 476-9942 
  gregsmyth@earthlink.net 
Immediate Past President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Website Coordinator 
Alan Hamel  (858) 453-5297 

 alanchamel@aol.com 
 



 

November, 2011    3 AGTTA PDF Extended Version Main-Line 
 

�
����������	�
��
��������

������� ������	���������
������

����� �����
����
�	��������������
������ ��������

�	������� ��������������
����������������
�  �!��	
���������������
�
"��
� ����
�����
��#�����  This year we will again enjoy a huge Italian Buffet which will feature 

two entrees and lots of other good stuff.  You’ll get plenty to eat. 

	����  Just $16!    A Great Deal in these tough economic times.  

������##
�� �� Don’t forget our biggest Raffle of the year will be held after Dinner. 

$$$�������������	���##�
����%�����������! �$$$
You simply don’t want to miss our most enjoyed social gathering of 
the year.  Why not put your check in the mail TODAY!��� �

��������� Make out your check for the Number of Persons attending X $16, 
payable to AGTTA and send it to JON EVERETT at:   
13512 SPARREN AVENUE, SAN DIEGO, CA  92129-2173  
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AGTTA 2012 BOARD ELECTIONS 
At the October Meet nominations were 

accepted for our 2012 Board Of Directors.  
Attached to the e-mail with this November PDF 
Extended Version MainLine is a Word file 
containing the “Year 2012 AGTTA Board 
Member Ballot” .  It contains a list of the Club 
Officers and Directors and those Members who 
have been nominated for each position.   

We encourage you to take the time and 
exercise your right to vote.  This is your Club and 
your vote will make a difference.  Complete and 
concise directions for ensuring your vote is 
counted are contained in the attached file.   

The election results will be tabulated and 
announced at this Thursday’s November Meet.  So 
time is of the essence.  Print out the ballot, make 
your choices and ensure they get to Secretary Jim 
Weatherford in time to be counted. 
 If you have any questions regarding the 
above please contact Jim Weatherford  at (619) 
287-8687 or wxfd@cox.net.  

  AGTTA 2012 DUES RENEWAL 
Also attached to this e-mail is a file 

containing the 2012 Dues Invoice / Renewal 
form .  Yes, it’s that time of the year again to renew 
your Club Membership.  And the good news is that 
the Membership Dues has not increased.  It is still 
just $25 for an individual membership and $30 for 
a family.  That’s just $2.08 a month to belong to 
the finest model RR club in southern California. 

And just look at all you get for this very 
reasonable investment: 

Monthly MainLine Newsletters 
Monthly Meets with FREE Seller Tables (except 
for the June & December Open House Meets) 

Informative How-To Clinics  at the monthly 
Meets 

Participation in the fabulous AGTTA Meet 
Raffles 

Participating in the annual Ed Karper Memorial 
Free-Bee Table  

The Big June Open House Meet 
The Big Christmas Holiday Open House Meet 

Train Layout Tours 
Special Raffles 

And of course the Fellowship of other Train 
Collectors 

Needless to say, this is a no-brainer.  Even 
in these tough economic times there just isn’t a 
better bargain in model railroading.   

So print out that Renewal Form, fill it out, 
and give it and your check to Club Secretary Jim 
Weatherford at the November Meet.  That way 
you’ll be on-board for another year of model 
RR’ing fun.  And thanks! 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
New Members – Jim Weatherford  reports that in 
October we welcomed yet another new member - 
Scott Moller , an American Flyer S gauge collector 
who lives in San Diego.  Scott is a past member 
who first joined back in 1989 but left us for awhile. 
We extend to Scott a very warm AGTTA “Welcome 
Back Aboard”.  ��� �  

2011 Membership Total  – With Scott back 
onboard Jim reports that our membership total 
now stands at 145, and growing.  �

CLUB NEWS 
Christmas Dinner - Correction –  Please note 
that I had the incorrect date for the Christmas 
Dinner gathering in the October Newsletter.  The 
correct date is Thursday, December 1 st.  With all 
the many train related events happening during the 
first couple of weeks in December it was felt 
having the Dinner earlier was the best choice.  

That means the Dinner will take place in 
just three short weeks.  If you haven’t done so 
already please check out the Christmas Dinner 
flyer on page 3 and contact Jon Everett  (858-538-
0930) to let him know that you are going to attend.  
Keep in mind that the RSVP Cutoff Date is 
November 25 th.   

You simply do not want to miss our biggest 
get-together of the year.  And don’t forget that the 
Wives and Significant Others are highly 
encouraged to attend.  Again this year we will be 
giving away 10 $25 Gift Cards  for which only the 
ladies are eligible.  It’s the Club’s little way of 
saying “Thank You Ladies!”  for tolerating our 
little addiction.  Hope to see you all there.  ��

Club to Have Layout at Del Mar – Again this year 
the Club will be running its 5-Rail layout at the Del 
Mar Great Train Expo on the first weekend in 
December, the 3rd & 4th.  We have been allotted a 
20 x 40 square foot space in which to set up.  Bob 
Wall  is the POC for this outing and is looking for 
help in transportation & setup on Friday, operation 
on Saturday & Sunday, and teardown on Sunday 
afternoon.  If you are interested in helping out 
and/or participating please get in contact with Bob 
(858-452-8955).  This is a super way to get the 
word out about our Club and our upcoming 
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Christmas Holiday Open House.  And the icing on 
the cake, as they say, is that the Expo folks will 
contribute $100 to the Club’s Treasurer for our 
participation.  A definite win-win for everyone.   

2nd Annual Christmas Holiday Open House 
Meet – will be taking place on Saturday, 
December 10th at the Church.  Last year’s 
inaugural event proved so successful that it was a 
no-brainer to schedule another this year.   

And it promises to be just as big, if not 
bigger, with 140 table sales anticipated.  (Make 
sure you signup for one with Tony Tarantino  while 
there are some still available.)   

Coffee & donates will be available in the 
morning and the BBQ Pit folks will be there with 
their delicious offerings for lunch.  There will be 
numerous layouts on the stage and Bob Wall  will 
produce another fantastic Raffle.  And as a special 
treat for the kids, both the young and the young at 
heart, will be the Polar Express Conductor (in the 
guise of Alan Hamel ).  He will be available for 
pictures with the kids in front of the huge Polar 
Express banner that he brought last year.  
Needless to say, this will be another happening 
that you simply don’t want to miss. 

39th Annual Cal-Stewart Toy Train Meet – the 
largest Club-sponsored public toy train meet west 
of the Mississippi with over 450 tables, is just 
around the corner.  This year’s dates are 
November 18th through the 20th and if you love 
model trains this is an event not to be missed.  
Many AGTTA members will be attending the event 
and I am sure you can get a ride up if you would 
like to share the drive.  Just talk to Butch 
Alvarado  at this Thursday’s Meet and I’m sure he 
can arrange something. 

November Meet Turkey Giveaway – Once again 
Butch Alvarado  will be hosting the annual Turkey 
Giveaway at the November Meet.  You just might 
get lucky and go home with a turkey for 
Thanksgiving. 

Ed Karper Memorial Free-Bee Table – was 
without question the biggest the Club has ever 
had.  All the “goodies” were stacked so high it took 
the eager scavengers quite a long time to get to 
the bottom.  The Club would like to extend a big 
“Thank You”  to all those who contributed items to 
the table, especially Bart Grey .  Thanks to 
everyone it was another big success.  Make sure 
you check out all the pictures you will find 
elsewhere only in this month’s Main-Line PDF 
Extended Version.   

White Elephant Raffle –  Our yearly White 
Elephant Raffle was also held at the October Meet 
after being “powered out” at the September Meet.  
Bob Wall  would like to extend his appreciation to 
everyone who donated items and helped make it 
another big success.  Bob said that there were just 
too many items and not enough time to record all 
the donors and winners.  But he does wish to 
extend a big “Thank You!”  to everyone who 
contributed.  Way to go guys.   

Appreciation Awards -  It’s still not to late to 
submit your Appreciation Award Form to recognize 
those Members who you feel put forth that extra bit 
of effort in support of our Club.  Please take a few 
minutes to complete the form which you will also 
find attached to this e-mail.  And then just give it to 
any Club Officer or Director.  And Thanks! 

Special Raffle #3 –  Bart Grey  was the lucky 
winner of the $10 drawing at the October Meet. 
But ticket sales have been slow and unfortunately 
we are still short of our minimum ticket sales.   
Therefore the Board voted to extend the Raffle 
through the Christmas Holiday Open House.  We 
encourage every member to buy at least one 
ticket.  Remember the proceeds go to our Club 
Treasury and helps us keep our dues low.    

Special Raffle #3  
ESCONDIDO TRAIN STATION 

 
FRAMED LIMITED EDITION PRINT 
BY ARTIST Stanislaus J. Sowinski 

Monthly $10 Prize Drawings: 
November 10th 

(Winners must be present.  Tickets will be 
reentered for the Grand Prize drawing.) 

Grand Prize Drawing - December 10 th 
(Winner need not be present.) 

Minimum Tickets – 75 @ $5 – Max 100 
BUY RAFFLE TICKETS!  
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All Gauge Toy Train Association Of San Diego 

Presents Its 2 nd Annual Christmas Holiday 

Open House & Toy Train Meet 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2011 
 7:30 Table Set Up 
 8:00 Sellers Set Up 
 9:00 Open to the Public 
 11:00 – 2:00   Lunch Available 
 2:00 Giant Raffle 
 4:00 Meet Ends 

 

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING 
TORREY PINES CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 
La Jolla (San Diego), CA  92037 

 

FOOD AVAILABLE  

Delicious food, catered by Barbecue Pit, and bevera ges will be available at 
the Open House 

GIANT RAFFLE  

As we do at the June All Day Meet there will be a G iant Raffle at this Meet 

ATTENTION SELLERS 
PRE-PAID 6-FOOT TABLES – ONLY $10 EACH 

Tables must be reserved by 6 PM, Saturday, December  3, 2011 
Thereafter tables, if available, will be $15 each 

 

FOR TABLE RESERVATIONS CONTACT 
Anthony Tarantino 

6444 Corsica Way, San Diego, CA  92111  
(858) 569-6603 

 

CLUB INFORMATION 
For additional club information please visit www.AGTTA.com    
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Jim had a large group at the October How-To Clinic 

 
The White Elephant Raffle table was filled with som e very nice donations 

OCTOBER MEET PHOTO GALLERY 
Photos taken by Bob Wall & Bill Hohnhorst �
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A huge trove of “goodies” await the hoard 

 
And the masses descend in a gathering frenzy  
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It’s every man and women for themselves 

 
Wasn’t much left, that’s for sure 



 

November, 2011    10 AGTTA PDF Extended Version Main-Line 

 
Nice face Jon (NOT) and Pete Pearson 

 
Al Vargas had a table full of goodies for sale
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The function of the E-unit switch in your 

locomotive is to allow the operator to lock the E-
unit in a chosen position, ordinarily forward.  This 
is accomplished by moving the lever to its 
alternative position, thus disconnecting the coil 
ground from the E-unit frame.  If the rivet that 
attaches the switch lever to the E-unit frame is 
loose, the ground circuit is not maintained and the 
lever can move slightly and return ground is lost. 

The E-unit coil requires both track “hot” and 
“ground” to work properly.  Every time the power is 
lost, even momentarily, the coil, when reenergized, 
will pull the plunger up to cycle to the next position 
which is usually neutral.  Ordinarily, this situation is 
controlled by the operator when the transformer 
power is changed.   

A loose E-unit switch can cause you misery 
as your locomotive runs around the track.  A slight 
bump will make the E-unit lose ground temporarily 
and shift into neutral.  Or, it may shift twice and go 
into reverse.  Further, it may not cycle at all and 
just stay in forward.   

Any of these conditions will result in a loss 
of operational enjoyment and the problem needs to 
be fixed. 

If your E-unit lockout switch is loose, 
there're a couple of things you can do to tighten it. 

a. Ease needle-nosed pliers behind the 
rivet and gently tighten it.  Many of the e-units coils 
are too close to the frame and you can't get the 
pliers in place.  Don't force the pliers, you may 
damage the coil wires.  (I modified my needle-
nosed pliers by grinding a flat spot on the outside 
of one arm.  This allows the arm to more easily 
slide behind the rivet so the other arm reaches the 
rivet head.  Now you can squeeze the rivet to 
tighten it against the tension disk.) 
 

 
 
 

b. This easy procedure works well.  Polish 
the surface of the ground eyelet and fill the 
opening with solder.  You can file the eyelet with a 
machinists file, sand the eyelet with fine 
sandpaper, or buff it with an abrasive disk on a 
hobby tool.   Whatever method you use, the 
purpose is to enhance the bonding of the solder to 
the eyelet.  (Make sure the solder level is higher 
than the original eyelet so the lever “foot” will be 
forced on top of the solder.)  This will ensure the 
lever will be tight and complete ground to the 
solenoid coil. 

 
 

 

NOVEMBER 2011 TECH TIP 
Tightening a Loose E-Unit Switch 

By Jim Weatherford 

How-To Clinic  – To see this fix accomplished 
in person come to this Thursday’s How-To 
Clinic where Jim will be demonstrating “up close 
and personal” how to make this fix. 
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This article is reprinted from the Official Newsletter of the California State Railroad Museum 
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts & Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 

 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2011 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
DECEMBER 17  

8 AM – 1 PM 
Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 

4838 Old Cliffs Road 
San Diego, CA  92120 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon - Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 449-9503  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive  

Santee, CA 

 
 

��
�����������������
�����������������
�����������������
���������������� ���
Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 

Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

rockhousestation@hotmail.com  
2505 Main Street, Suite 5 

Ramona, CA 
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Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am - 8pm - Mon - Sat 

Eric Bense (858) 578-2395 
 10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

Steve Bovee, Owner 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 

E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

 

Elystoys 
Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 

Jean & Dave Ely (515) 664-8217 

Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com 

Lionel Value Added Dealer Wanted to buy: 
Authorized Service Station Trains of all gauges 
American Flyer sales & service and vintage toys  

D & S HOBBIES 
28636 Old Town Front Street, Suite 100 

Temecula, CA  92590 
Phone: (951) 694-1773  

Scott L. Kugler Mon:    9 – 6   / Thurs.: Closed 
Deborah L. Kugler Tues. 11 – 4   /  Fri.:  11 – 6 
dnsslk@msn.com Wed.: 11 – 6   /  Sat.:   9 – 6 
 Sun.: 11 - 4 
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Nov 10 Thursday AGTTA November Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
Nov 18/ Friday/ 27 th Annual Cal Stewart 
          20     Sunday  www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm  
Dec 1 Tuesday AGTTA Christmas Dinner 
  Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
Dec 3/4    Sat/Sun Del Mar Great American Train 

Show    

Dec 4 Sunday TTOS SW December Meet 
  www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm   
Dec 10 Saturday 2 nd Annual AGTTA Holiday 

Open House Train Meet 
  Bob Wall  (858) 452-8955 
Dec 18 Sunday TTOS-SP December Meet 
  Ken Flory  (714) 538-8218 

�
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 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 6621 Cartwright Street 

 San Diego, CA  92120-2407  
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEET: 
Thursday, November 10th  

4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 

DECEMBER HOLIDAY ALL DAY MEET DATE:  
Saturday, December 10th  

 

 

 


