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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

We have almost 
reached out goal of selling 150 
tickets for SPECIAL RAFFLE 
#2, the Lionel Pennsylvania B-
6 semi-scale switcher with 5 
freight cars and 2 cabooses.  
The set is fantastic including 2 
cars that are rather difficult to 
find, the Lackawanna reefer 
and the C&O stock car.  It also 

includes the NYC caboose and a PRR caboose. 
As of this writing we have 15 tickets to go 

in meeting our goal of 150 tickets.  I will be buying 
tickets, will you?  You have to be in it to win it.  If 
our goal of 150 tickets is met the drawing will be 
held at 7:00pm.  Reminder to all involved, if you 
did not write your name on your ticket, bring your 
ticket stubs. 

We will be operating our portable layout at 
the San Diego Model RR Museum (Balboa Park) 
starting Memorial Day weekend through June 12.  
We need members to bring out their favorite S 
Gauge, O gauge and Standard Gauge trains.  I will 
be operating trains made from the mid 1920s to 
the early 1990’s.   
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HOW TO REPLACE THE ZW 

CARBON ROLLERS & MISSING 
BINDING POSTS 

This month’s Clinic will again be hosted by 
How-To Clinic Coordinator & resident ZW 
expert, Jim Weatherford .  This month Jim is 
going to show you how to take car of two 
common ZW problems: replacing the Carbon 
Rollers and Missing Binding Posts.  (Please 
refer to the Jim’s April Tech Tip.)  As always, 
this is going to be another Clinic you simply 
don’t want to miss.     
The Clinic will commence at the regular start 
time of 5:15.  We hope you will come out and 
give Jim your undivided attention at the How-To 
Clinic Table. 

As always, if you have any ideas for future 
Clinics make sure you pass them along to Jim.  
He very much welcomes your suggestions.  

CLINIC START TIME:  5:15 PM 
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Our Father’s Day Weekend Meet, June 

18, is coming up fast.  This is the greatest bargain 
in train shows anywhere.  Tables are inexpensive 
and admission is FREE to all.  Members even if 
you are not selling come out and support this 
event.  Help your club grow by actively recruiting 
members at this event.   

I also want to thank Malia Carl, and 
Christine and Caroline Poindexter for 
painting/coloring several of the cut out buildings 
from TOY TRAINS magazine.  I am in the process 
of assembling them and sharing them with the 
club.   

Thank you to all of our members who 
share their interesting train related items at the 
“Show-N-Tell” portion of our meetings.  I know I 
have seen many unusual items at our meetings 
because of this.  I am even open to items that you 
have and do not know about as a form of “What 
the heck is it?” and “Who made it?” 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you at 
these upcoming events and the May Meet for 
sure.   

 Ed Samsen                                                                                                                                      

CLUB NEWS 
Special Raffle #2  – As Ed mentioned above 
there are only 15 tickets left to be sold in order to 
meet our 150 ticket sales minimum.  And it is very 
likely that that goal will be met at the May Meet.  If 
it is that means that the Grand Prize drawing for 
the Lionel “O” Scale B-6 Train Set (PRR 0-6-0 
Scale Switcher & Tender, Penn Boxcar, 
Lackawanna Reefer, B&O Hopper, Shell Tank, 
C&O Stock, PRR Caboose, NYC Caboose) will 
take place at the Meet at 7 pm.  So you have just 
a few more chances to buy that winning ticket.  
You really don’t want to miss this Meet.  And 
DON’T FORGET to bring with you to the Meet all 
your ticket stubs. 

AGTTA Layout Tour  – Our 2011 Layout Tour will 
take place on Saturday, June 11th.  Tour Director, 
Bob Wall , has made arrangements to visit four 
must see layouts: Pat Archer’s  incredible two 
story wonder in Escondido, Marvin Wait’s  
beautifully detailed layout in San Marcos, and the 
AGTTA Modular & SD3R  layouts at the San 
Diego Railroad Museum.  These are some of the 
most outstanding layouts in the San Diego area.  
Make sure to check out the Tour Flyer on page  4 
and sign-up to attend at the May Meet.  Or you 
can contact Bob directly at 858-452-8955 or 
bobwall@juno.com . 
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail, fax or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Main-Line Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  A big All-Day 
Saturday Open House Meet is held in June. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com 

2011 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
President 

Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
 edoptician@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele (619) 644-1247 
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Jim Weatherford (619) 287-8687 

 wxfd@cox.net 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Dave Campbell (619) 575-7578  
 airportinfomation@san.rr.com 

Bart Grey (619) 281-9347 
 ccbbpg@gmail.com 
Steve Mitton (619) 621-9779 

 sam9820@hotmail.com 
Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
 Greg Smyth (619) 476-9942 
  gregsmyth@earthlink.net 
Immediate Past President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Website Coordinator 
Alan Hamel  (858) 453-5297 

 alanchamel@aol.com 
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UPDATED MODULAR LAYOUT 
READY TO RUN AT SDRM 

Saturday, May 28 to Sunday, June 12, 2011  
Bob & Steve have announced that our AGTTA updated All Gauge Modular Layout is 

ready for its debut.  Arrangements have been made to set up and operate the layout in the 
Pacific Beach Room of the San Diego Model Railroad Museum.  The dates are Saturday, 
May 28 to Sunday, June 12, 2011 .  Just in case you have never visited the museum, it is 
located in the Casa de Balboa Building on the Prado in Balboa Park.  It is open from 11-4 
Tuesday through Friday and 11-5 Saturday & Sunday.  

You are encourage to spread the word that this will be a unique opportunity to 
experience rarely seen Lionel “Standard”, “O” and “S” gauge size trains in operation.  Along 
with modern and vintage trains from the early 1900s in operation will be various vintage toy 
train accessories, such as log, coal and barrel loaders, not seen on any of the permanent 
San Diego Railroad Museum layouts. 

The setup dates are Thursday May 26 & Friday May 27.  If you would like to help with 
setup or run your trains please contact Layout Coordinator, Steve Pierce  (858-571-6238) or 
Past President, Bob Wall  (858-452-8955) or bobwall@san.rr.com to let them know of your 
interest.  Otherwise, just come on down during any of the Run Days and enjoy seeing the 
new and improved Club Modular Layout. 
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SAN DIEGO LAYOUT TOUR 
Saturday June 11 th    10:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Contact Bob Wall for sign up  

858-452-8955 or bobwall@juno.com  

  SD3R / AGTTA  - “S, O, STD” Gauge  - 10:00 - 5:00  Balboa Park    

                

  Pat Archer  -  “O” Gauge  -  10:00 – 2:00  -  Esc ondido, CA 

               

 Marvin Wait  -  “O” Gauge  - 12:00 – 4:00 - San Ma rcos, CA 
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All Gauge Toy Train Association Of San Diego 

Presents Its 26 th Annual Family 

Open House & Toy Train Meet 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2011 
 7:30 Table Set Up 
 8:00 Sellers Set Up 
 9:00 Open to the Public 
 11:00   Big Auction 
 1:00 Giant Raffle 

 

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING 
TORREY PINES CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 
La Jolla (San Diego), CA 

Delicious Food & Beverages Available At The Open Ho use 
Visit agtta.com for additional club information 

 

ATTENTION SELLERS 
PRE-PAID 6-FOOT TABLES – ONLY $10 EACH 

Tables must be reserved by 6 PM, June 11, 2011 
Thereafter tables, if available, will be $15 each 

 

FOR TABLE RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 
Anthony Tarantino 

6444 Corsica Way, San Diego, CA  92111  
(858) 569-6603 

 

BIG AUCTION!  

Buyers & Sellers MUST sign up prior to start of Auc tion at 10:30 
Seller Club Donation of 10% for items sold up to Ma x of $10.00 per item 

NO credit card payment will be accepted - Payment s hould be CASH  
(Checks will be accepted from Train Club Members (A GTTA, TTOS, TCA, 

etc.) with current 2011 Membership card and ID only )  
Bob needs TWO VOLUNTEERS (11 AM-1 PM) to record auc tioned items  

Contact Ken Steele ASAP (619) 644-1247 to volunteer  or to get answers to 
any auction questions you might have. 
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Why “S” gauge?   Pretty simple really, 

that’s what my parents bought me when I was a 
child.  And my story is pretty typical one. Grew 
up and the trains got put away.  I got out of the 
Air Force and moved to San Diego with my 
family.  Went to the Train Museum in Balboa 
Park in about 1984 when AGTTA still had a 
permanent display in the Pacific Beach room.  
Saw my Flyer running and smelled the smoke, 
got a Guest Pass from a club Member and the 
rest is history.  Had to have all the trains and 
accessories my parents couldn’t afford to buy 
me.   Eventually built a 9’ x 13’ in my garage 
leaving just enough room to walk around and for 
the wife to get to the washer and dryer. 

Editor’s Note:   Thanks Lee!   ��� ��
 

 
Lee shows Alan one of his boyhood collectibles 

 

MEMBER LAYOUT OF THE MONTH 
LEE DAVIS “S” GAUGE BEAUTY 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
New Members – Again this month Jim 
Weatherford  is pleased to report that we have 
welcomed yet another new member to the Club in 
April.  Shane Durke  is from Sherman Oaks and O 
Gauge is his gauge of preference.  Shane was 
sponsored by Bob Wall .  That makes a total of 
seven new members since the first of the year.  ��

2011 Membership Renewals  – Jim also reports 
that three more 2010 members have renewed their 
memberships, those being Bob Hatfield, Al 
Vargas and John Zomiski .  Welcome back guys.  

2011 Membership Total  – As of May 1st Jim 
reports that we have 134 paid members for 2011.  
Hopefully that total will rise as more delinquent 
2010 members come back into the fold and new 
members continue to join. 

2011 Membership Card – Don’t forget to bring 
your 2011 Membership Card to the May Meet.  We 
just might be checking Cards at the door.  Thanks. 

APRIL RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Ken Steele Lionel NYC ‘O’ 0-4-0 Steam Engine Provided by AGTTA 
Jon Everett MTH ‘O’ #56 Green Lamp Set Provided by AGTTA 
Gene Mrowka MTH NYC Single Dome ‘O’ Tank Car Provided by AGTTA 
Bob Wall Lionel Alcoa ‘O’ CVD Quad Hopper Provided by AGTTA 
Derek Westwood Lionel Cotton Belt ‘O’ Boxcar  Provided by AGTTA 
Greg Drusch GLB Santa Fe ‘S’ Coal Hopper Provided by AGTTA 
Derek Westwood L-Line NYC ‘O’ Boxcar  Provided by AGTTA 
Greg Smyth Lionel ‘O’ GP-9 Engine with Railscope & TV Donated by Carl Lewis  
Steve Pierce MTH ‘O’ Tippy’s Taco Fast Food Stand Donated by Carl Lewis 
Caroline Poindexter Two Framed Railroad Pictures Donated by Steve Pierce  
Ed Samsen Pair of Lionel Switches Donated by Pat Archer 
Bob Wall Framed Train Puzzle Donated by Bill Hungerford  
Timmy Lewis Two Lumber Loads for Flatcars Donated by Steve Currie  
 Two Lumber Loads for Flatcars Donated by Steve Currie  
Timmy Lewis 2002 Issues of Model Railroader Magazine Donated by Dennis Snead  
Derek Westwood 2003 Issues of Model Railroader Magazine Donated by Dennis Snead  
Gene Mrowka Passenger Train Journal Magazines Donated by Bill Hessman  
Derek Westwood 12 2008 Issues of Railfan & Railroad Donated by Bill Hessman 
 12 2009 Issues of Railfan & Railroad Donated by Bill Hessman 
Greg Smyth 12 2008 Issues of Model Railroad News Donated by Bill Hessman  
 12 2009 Issues of Model Railroad News Donated by Bill Hessman 
 Lionel 2010 Volume II Donated by LTI 

Another BIG ”Thank You!” to all the Members who don ated to the April Raffle.   

San Diego Model Railroad Museum  

Model Railroad 
Swap Meet 

Saturday, May 14 th, 2011 
7 am – 11 am 

Cost: Buyers $2 / Sellers $5 
Sellers must arrive by 6:30 for setup & must 

furnish their own tables 

Coffee & Donuts are now available for sale 

For additional info call Swap Meet 
Coordinator Jim Anderson – (619) 224- 1041 or 

the Museum Office – (619) 696-0199 

 www.sdmrm.org  
 



May, 2011    10 AGTTA PDF Extended Version Main-Line 

Malia Carl helps Bill Hungerford celebrate a very s pecial day. 

Liberty Station, managed by McMillan 
Realty, has a lot of unused space sitting empty. 
The San Diego S Gauge group was given space 
nearly rent free (they will pay for electricity).  Their 
only obligation to this point is to have an "Open 
House" where the public is allowed in to view their 
layout.  The exact number of "Open Houses" is 
unclear at this point, but appears to be only 2-3 
times per year.   

The space they were given is very large.  If 
AGTTA had the same size space, we could put 

most of both of our layouts in that space easily.   I 
would propose that we approach McMillan Realty 
and see if they would be willing to give AGTTA a 
similar space.  We could offer to be open one 
Saturday per month with a strong possibility to be 
open on any special occasions the center might 
have.  We could also coordinate with the SDSG 
group to stagger our "Open House" days.   

The conditions on our space would be the 
same as at Clairemont Square in that we may 

Happy Birthday Bill Hungerford 
We are happy to announce that AGTTA’s most senior m ember celebrated his 93 rd 

Birthday on April 30 th.  Congratulations Bill!  ��� � �

Possible New Home for AGTTA Layouts? 
Submitted by Al Keil �
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need to move out on 30 days notice if someone 
wants to lease that space.   

If we set up both layouts, that would mean 
a minimum of two people to man the layouts at 
each "Open House."  Obviously, there are 3 loops 
on each layout, so as many as six could be 
running trains there.  It could also be a good place 
to store and work on the layouts.   
Please consider this topic for discussion at the 
next meeting.   

 
 
 

 There were some very interesting items on the display table including the above print, which was 
brought by Ken Steele.  Also on display was the above very detailed warship model which was done in 
tin.  Sorry, but I can not remember who brought it.   

APRIL MEET PHOTO GALLERY 
Photos taken by Bob Wall & Bill Hohnhorst �
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Butch brought this Tub Boat – It is going to be par t of Pat Archer’s new Moving River Layout 

 

 
Riki Henneberg's displayed his Santa Fe set which h e converted from G to Standard Gauge. 
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As always there were plenty of “neat stuff” for sal e. 
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It was good to have smiling Steve Currie with us as  he usually is every Meet. 

 
Here’s a couple of happy members – Tony Shanley & T ony Tarantino. 
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Jon invited some these very nice folks from Canada to attend the Meet. 

 
Red (Bill Hungerford) donated this framed puzzle fo r the Meet Raffle.
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The February Tech Tip addressed how to 
replace the ZW power cord and in April we showed 
you how to replace the carbon rollers (four each) 
and loose or missing binding posts (eight each).  
This Tech Tip will address replacing the whistle 
rectifier and the power circuit breaker. 

REPLACING THE WHISTLE RECTIFIER  

There are two whistle rectifier disks in the 
ZW transformer; unlike the KW.  The copper oxide 
rectifiers used in all the Postwar Lionel 
transformers is old technology and is most often 
no longer performing its diode duties; namely 
activating the horn or whistle relay in our diesel or 
steam locomotives.   

I don’t recommend using an original 
rectifier disk or even the new replacement disks 
since they don’t produce a direct current pulse with 
square sides.  Further, the old rectifiers usually are 
not very efficient and output voltage to the track 
will be affected.  Lastly, many of the new solid 

state sound systems will not work well with the 
oxide rectifiers. 

Consequently, I like to use the modern 
solid state stud rectifier when replacing the whistle 
diodes.  I use to use 50 volt peak to peak 15 
ampere rectifiers and they worked well.  Recently, 
I have started using stud rectifiers, cathode to the 
case rated at 40 amps; they have less voltage 
drop and are sturdier.  Present prices are around 
$4.50 each.   

 

Now to the easy part.  Once you've 
unsoldered the wire from the speed nut, you can 
secure the loose end of the wire to the stud  

 

MAY TECH TIP 
Common Repairs for the ZW – Part 3 

Whistle Diode & Circuit Breaker 
Replacement  
By Jim Weatherford 
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of the rectifier by slipping it under the nut and 
tightening it.  Note: Just leave the old copper oxide 
rectifier in place; it won’t interfere with the whistle 
control circuitry once we install the new stud 
rectifier. 

Then solder the terminal end of the stud 
rectifier directly to the tab on the direction/whistle 
control assembly.  This has the additional benefit 
of allowing more air to circulate around the 
rectifier.   

You have electrically reversed the polarity of the 
diode using this method.   

One word of caution regarding the use of 
modern electronic whistles and sound activation 
when replacing whistle diodes, always use the 
same technique so each side is identical.  You 
won't cause problems when switching from one 
isolated track to another when you activate the 
whistle or sound effects. 

REPLACING THE CIRCUIT BREAKER  

The ZW circuit breaker is typically very 
sturdy and seldom needs replacing.  A defective 
breaker usually does one of the following: it 
doesn't activate when there's a short on the track 
and you burn hookup wires; it activates under a 
load not anywhere near maximum, or the contacts 
are open and you get no output.   

Unplug the power cord and remove the 
case top.  ZW's of the early type have the breaker 
installed in the case bottom near the left hand 

controls and the output terminals.  It's a plastic 
piece about 1 1/2 inches on a side held to the case 
bottom with one 1/2 inch long # 4 screw.  The type 
'R' ZW has its circuit breaker mounted on the 
support bracket near the output terminals.  It's a 
metal bracket-like piece about 2 inches by 3/4 
inches attached to the coil support bracket with 
one 1/4 inch long # 6 screw.  You can further 
identify the breaker by noting there are two heavy 
gauge wires soldered to it; one goes to the "U" 
terminal bus and the other to the left lamp (red 
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lens) bracket assembly. 

 

Replacing a bad breaker, fortunately, is 
very straight forward.  If yours is the 'R' type, 
simply unsolder both wires and remove the 
mounting screw.  Install the new breaker and 
solder the old wires back on to the terminals.   

 

The older type with the breaker (# Z-22) in 
the case bottom is also easy.  Remove the 
mounting screw and lift it up with the wires 
attached.  Unsolder the two wires, resolder them to 
the new breaker and reinstall it back in the same 
spot.   

By the way, the replacement type 'R' circuit 
breaker that mounts on the core bracket may be 
difficult to find.  You can, however, use the more 
available older type breaker since the mounting 
hole is still cast in the case bottom.  It may be 

necessary to replace one of the wires if it's not 
long enough.   

After installation, put the case top back on, 
plug in the power cord, and test for proper 
operation by advancing the right hand voltage 
control about half way and shorting the "A" and "U" 
together with a screw driver.  The circuit breaker 
should activate in about 3 seconds and the left 
light (red lens) will illuminate.  I haven't 
oversimplified this repair, it really is this easy. 

 

Something you might experience; the 
circuit breaker activates but the light doesn’t 
illuminate.  You’ve checked the #51 6 volt bulb and 
it’s ok.  What could be the matter?   

Most likely, it’s the resistor wire that goes 
from the “U” common terminal to the indicator light 
bracket.  Test if the resistor is bad by replacing the 
#51 6 volt bulb with a #1445 18 volt bayonet bulb 
and then install a jumper wire from the “U” terminal 
to the light bracket.  Short the output again to 
activate the circuit breaker and see if the light 
illuminates.  If it does, the voltage reducing resistor 
wire is defective.  You have the choice of finding a 
new resistor or just removing the resistor, installing 
a regular wire in its place, and using an 18 volt 
bulb.  That’s what they did on the ZW Type R 
transformer made in 1952. 
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts & Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 
 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2011 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
JUNE 25 

8 AM – 1 PM 
Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 

4838 Old Cliffs Road 
San Diego, CA  92120 
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Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 
Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

rockhousestation@hotmail.com  
2505 Main Street, Suite 5 

Ramona, CA 
����

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon - Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 449-9503  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive  

Santee, CA 
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Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am - 8pm - Mon - Sat 

Eric Bense (858) 578-2395 
10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

Steve Bovee, Owner 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 

E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

 

Lionel Value Added Dealer Wanted to buy: 
Authorized Service Station Trains of all gauges 
American Flyer sales & service and vintage toys  

D & S HOBBIES 
28636 Old Town Front Street, Suite 100 

Temecula, CA  92590 
Phone: (951) 694-1773  

Scott L. Kugler Mon:    9 – 6   / Thurs.: Closed 
Deborah L. Kugler Tues. 11 – 4   /  Fri.:  11 – 6 
dnsslk@msn.com Wed.: 11 – 6   /  Sat.:   9 – 6 
 Sun.: 11 - 4 
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May 12 Thursday AGTTA May Meet 
 Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
May 14/ Saturday/ AGTTA Modular Layout at SDRM 
   June 12  Sunday Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 
May 21/  Saturday/ Big Train Show  
          22  Sunday               www.bigtrainshow.com   
May 22 Sunday TTOS-SP May Meet 
  Ken Flory  (714) 538-8218 

June 5 Sunday TTOS SW Division April Meet 
                         www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm  
June 11  Saturday AGTTA Layout Tour 
  Bob Wall  (858) 452-8955 
June 18  Saturday AGTTA All-Day Meet 
    Tony Tarantino (858) 569-6603  
June 26  Sunday TTOS-SP June Meet 
  Ken Flory  (714) 538-8218 
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 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 6621 Cartwright Street 

 San Diego, CA  92120-2407  
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEET: 
Thursday, May 12 th  

4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 

JUNE MEET DATE: 
Saturday, June 18 th   

 

 


