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This year's annual Free-Bee Table will take place at this month’s Meet. And you simply Do Not Want To
Miss this fun event! Ed Karper, who will once again be hosting our annual Grab Feast, passed along the
following announcement: Picking starts at 6 PM sharp! | encourage members to clean out the old train stuff
no longer needed and help make this another super fun evening. | would like to take this time to thank those
who have already donated boxes of stuff: Mike Quigg, Ed Jones, Bart Grey and The G irls, Jon Everett
and the estate of the late Bob Lawrence . Once final note — if you're into or collect HO trains, | have a gold
mine of stuff for you to pick through so be there early. My Best Always, “Old Smokey”, Ed Karper.
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is published around the first of each month. The
Main-Line is the official publication of the All
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
Please mail, fax or e-mail all contributions for
publication by the 1% of the month to:

Bill Hohnhorst, Editor
8150 Pasadena Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941-6425
(619) 461-5039 whohnhorst@cox.net

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Meets are normally held on the 2" Thursday of
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The April Meet
was once again well
attended with a room full
of sellers. Bruce &
Linda Gripkey even
came down from
Tehachapi to sell. A
continuing highlight of the
Meets was Jim
Weatherford’s How-to-

Clinic. This month’s topic was on remotely
operating switcher coil couplers, which also can
be reviewed in the April Mainline issue. There
was a quick general meeting update from the
officers and no display table so it gave plenty of
time for the members to pick over the many tables
full train items and enjoy a bountiful selection of
raffle items most of which were donated. Thanks
donors.

On Saturday April 10", about 30+ enjoyed
the Spring Open House Layout Tour. Lee &
Barbara Davis started off the day with a tour of
his train related collectibles beginning in his
childhood and culminating in his latest evolution
of a garage sized “S” gauge layout with mega
operating accessories. Mid-day John & Trina
Duffy (assisted by Larry & Karen Gardner )
opened their beautiful Del Mar home and
operated several magnificent freight/passenger
trains on their exquisitely scenic “O” gauge high
rail layout. The trains transversing over and
under bridges thru the county town, engine yard
and mountain mine area were a treat to see. The
tour visits culminated at Pat & Gretchen
Archer's multiple level “O” gauge layouts
extravaganza. The tri-level layouts are works in
progress but really something to behold. After
fourteen months of construction the upper level
layout’s riser bench work and two loop track
layout design allowed flawless demonstration of

No Clinic In May

Since we will be having the BIG Freebee Table
at this month’s Meet, our How-To Clinic
coordinator, Jim Weatherford, felt it would be
a tad much to try and also have a Clinic at the
same Meet. So, no Clinic this month, but not to
fret, it will be back at the July Meet.
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WINNER

Bart Grey

Andy Anderson
Bart Grey

Bart Grey

Bart Greg

Greg Drusch
Andy Estep
Andy Estep
Andy Estep

Al Vargas

Jim Andrews
Philip Callahan
Jim Andrews
Greg Drush
Richard Thompson
Wendell Callahan
Bill Hungerford
Andy Estep
Jon Everett
Jim Andrews
Jim Andrews
Nels Soderberg
Jon Everett

Al Vargas

Ann Pearson
Bill Hohnhorst

APRIL RAFFLE RESULTS

ITEM DESCRIPTION

K-Line SP ‘O’ MP-15 Diesel Engine
Lionel ‘O’ Operating Automatic Log Dump
Lionel Great Northern ‘O’ Boxcar

K-Line ‘O’ Handcar (K2625-031

K-Line ‘O’ Erie Hopper (K-6277)

Framed Electromotive Train Ad

Lionel ‘O-27" 042 Left Hand Switch

Lionel ‘O-27' 042 Right Hand Switch
Lionel ‘O’ Southern Boxcar

Lionel ‘O’ South Dakota Boxcar

Lionel 4 car Brio Train Set

2 VHS Great American Train Rides Tapes
Union Pacific Route May

VHS Tape — Union Pacific's Feather River
Lionel 3-car Set of Prewar Tin Cars
Lionel ‘O’ #1045 Flag Man

Marx ‘O’ Block Signal

2 ‘O’ Boulevard Lamps with boxes

NYC Girder Bridge

6 Issues of Collecting Toys Magazines

3 K-Line Catalogs

Train Themed Button Down Shirt

Train Themed T-Shirt

California Mission Building Kit

Train Toy — Train Turn Over

‘O’ Outdoor Café Diorama

A “Special Thank You!” to all the good Members who

SOURCE

Provided by AGTTA
Provided by AGTTA
Provided by AGTTA
Donated by John Purcell
Donated by Ron Decker
Donated by Bob Wall
Donated by Ron Decker
Donated by Ron Decker
Provided by AGTTA
Donated by Jon Everett
Donated by Jon Everett
Donated by Richard Thomson
Donated by Wendell Callahan
Donated by Jim Andrews
Donated by Carl Lewis
Donated by Carl Lewis
Donated by Carl Lewis
Donated by Carl Lewis
Donated by Carl Lewis
Donated by Ed Karper
Donated by Bill Hungerford
Donated by Bob Lawrence
Donated by Bob Lawrence
Donated by Bob Lawrence
Donated by Bob Lawrence
Donated by Bob Lawrence

donated to the April Raffle.

remotely controlled dual train operation. Track
work laid equates to 76 miles and a complete
circle trip over both loops takes over 5 minutes.

Reminder! The “S” gauge layout at the
San Diego Model Railroad Museum runs May 22™
to June 6™. Contact Al Keil if and when you are
available to help setup or run during this period.
This is always a great opportunity to get new
members as well as show off your cool trains and
educate the public of fun of the hobby and our
local friendly club.

Coming Soon! The 25" Annual Fathers
Day weekend Open House Train Meet is on
Saturday June 19 ™. Tony Tarantino began
taking table reservations at the April Meet and
we've had over 75 spoken for already. So don't
delay, lock in your table location and talk up the
event to family, friends and co-workers. Start
cleaning out the attic and garage for items to
auction at the meet, see V-P Ken Steele to sign
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up for the BIG auction and help make the day a
financial success for you and the club. Mark your
calendar, grab some flyers and promote this year’s
Open House Train Meet.

It's “Freebee Table” time!! 6:00 pm at
the May Meet, coordinated by Ed Karper.
Contributions will still be accepted up until the “call
to the post”. Sacks, bags and aprons with pockets
are acceptable, but no boxes or full arm table
sweeps! Club is not responsible for any injuries
incurred during this feeding frenzy! Have fun.

See you at the Meet - Second Thursday
May 13".

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

No New Members — Our streak of new member
months has been stopped at three as we did not
have any new members join in April.
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All Gauge Toy Train Association Of San Diego
Presents Its 25 ™ Annual Family

Open House & Toy Train Meet
SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2010

7:30 Table Set Up
8:00 Sellers Set Up
9:00 Open to the Public
11:00 Big Auction
1:00 Giant Raffle

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING

TORREY PINES CHRISTIAN CHURCH
8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North
La Jolla (San Diego), CA
Delicious Food & Beverages Available At The Open Ho  use
Visit agtta.com for additional club information

ATTENTION SELLERS

PRE-PAID 6-FOOT TABLES — ONLY $10 EACH
Tables must be reserved by 6 PM, June 12, 2010
Thereafter tables, if available, will be $15 each

FOR TABLE RESERVATIONS CONTACT:

Anthony Tarantino
6444 Corsica Way, San Diego, CA 92111
(858) 569-6603

BIG AUCTION!

Buyers & Sellers MUST sign up prior to start of Auc  tion at 10:30
Seller Club Donation of 10% for items sold up to Ma  x of $10.00 per item
NO credit card payment will be accepted - Payments  hould be CASH
(Checks will be accepted from Train Club Members (A GTTA, TTOS, TCA,
etc.) with current 2010 Membership card and ID only )

Bob needs TWO VOLUNTEERS (11 AM-1 PM) to record auc tioned items

Contact Bob Wall ASAP (858) 452-8955 to volunteer o  r to get answers to any
auction questions you might have.
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2010 Membership Drive Status Report —  With no
new members joining in April the Membership Drive
Status remains the same, that being Jon Everett
with two and Jim Murphy with one. With just days
remaining until the official end of the Drive on May
15" time is getting very short. And all you need to
do is get three new members signed up by then
and you will take home the Lionel 1776 U36B
Diesel Engine and Caboose . But you better get
moving!

Club Losses — | am sorry to have to report that we
have had several losses in our Club Family this
past month, both occurring on Tuesday, April 6",
Long-time Member Ron Mulcahey passed away
after a long illness. Our sincere condolences go
out to his widow Lois and his Family. Also on the
6", after a gallant one and a half year battle with
cancer, Steve Currie’'s beloved bride, Pauline,
passed away. We also extend our sincere
condolences to Steve and his Family.

CLUB NEWS

Big 3 Layout Tour A Big Success — Our first
layout tour of the New Year was held on Saturday,
April 10™. The tour, which visited the outstanding
model railroad layouts of Lee Davis, John Duffy
and Pat Archer , was well attended and enjoyed by
all. Make sure you check out all the great photos
included in this month’s Main-Line PDF Extended
Version.

SDMRM Balboa Park Flyer Run — It's almost here,
our first 2010 Run Session at the SD Model
Railroad Museum. The dates are Saturday, May
22" to Sunday, June 6 ™. If you haven't done so
already, please contact Al Keil (619-482-8823) to
signup and help support this Run. And “Thanks!”

25" Annual Open House & Toy Train Meet — It
will be here before you know it. Yes, we are just
over a month away from our biggest get-together of
the year, which will take place on Saturday, June

19" in our Church Meeting Hall. Check out all the
details on the full page flyer on page four and then
give Tony Tarantino a call today (858-569-6603)
to reserve your table(s). And don't wait to long to
call for tables are going fast. It just might be a sell-
out this year and you wouldn’t want to miss out.

Board Meeting — Your Board had its second
meeting of the year on Tuesday, April 27" at the
home of Jim Weatherford . Many topics were
discussed including making sure everything is set
up for the All Day June Meet. The biggest
discussion item was looking at ways to raise
additional funds to offset the increase in the
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monthly hall rental fee. The Board simply does not
want to have to raise dues or charge for tables. If
you have any ideas as to how to raise funds the
Board would love to hear them. Please relay your
ideas to any Board Member. They will be happy to
listen. And “Thanks!”

What Is It? — In the above picture Bill
Hungerford is holding a green something. Can
you identify what this mystery something is? The
answer will be unveiled at the May Meet. Be there
to find out.

MODEL RAILROAD NEWS

Lionel Announces The Discontinuance Of
TMCC - In an online Press Release dated 4/20/10
Lionel officially announced that they would no
longer produce the TMCC system. It stated “We
will continue to sell the few sets that are left in
inventory — and there are probably a number still for
sale at retailers around the country. But we have
no plans to produce any more.” You can find the
complete announcement, which explains their
rational to end production, in the Main-Line PDF
Extended Version.

EDITOR’'S CORNER

Model Railroading Updates — I'm happy to report
that beginning this month there will be a new
feature in the Main-Line PDF Extended Version —
Model Railroading News from the Model Retailer,
an industry trade magazine that covers all sides of
the modeling industry. | think you will find these
pages interesting. A special thanks to Greg
Anastopoulos for providing me with the copies of
these magazines and other “goodies” that he saves
and gives to your Editor.
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APRIL MEET

Joe Steinmetz, Jim Weatherford and Guest Ted
Bahrey Getting Ready for the How-To Clinic

Greg Anastopoulos & Gary Jarvis

Tony Mirabel & Geri “The Cupcake Lady”
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MEMBER INPUT

TRAINS OF GREEN

Contributed By Jerry Ward

Green is the color that means bad luck in
the NASCAR hobby. However, we are not in the
NASCAR hobby, we are in the toy train hobby
and green is a BIG color amongst toy trains. This
is not a new trend, but actually goes to the
beginnings of electric toy trains in America.

At the turn of the Twentieth Century the
early Lionel 2 7/8 trains had green motive power,
green trolley cars, and some pieces of green
rolling stock.  When Standard Gauge was
introduced a few years later, green locomotives
and rolling stock seemed to dominate the color
schemes. Later, when Lionel went to the smaller
0 gauge trains in 1915, the first series of
locomotives (# 700) and their passenger and
freight cars came out in what color? Why, green,
of course.

It was as if someone at Lionel had taken
Henry Ford's promotion of his automobile colors,
“you can have any color, so long as it is black,"
and substituted the word green for black.

Postwar Lionel and American Flyer were
full of trains made in green. Passenger cars for
both companies ruled in the years immediately
after World War |IlI, Lionel with its New Jersey
towns appearing on the sides and the American
Flyer with the Heavyweights and New Haven
Passenger cars.

Soon were to come the Coal and Log
Dump Cars, followed by the Box Cars, Tank Cars,
and Searchlight Cars. Who could ignore the
greatest advance in Lionel locomotives when the
2332 GG-1 hit the market in Pennsylvania's
Brunswick Green?

Flyer, not to be outdone, released the
greenest passenger set of toy trains ever made
when the Empire Builder appeared in the 50's.
Marx trains sort of got lost in the greening of toy
trains, as there weren't many issues in green.
However, among those that were green, were the
Commodore Vanderbilt loco, M-I0000 UP set,
military sets, and a couple of Western Pacific
diesels.

Green has been a very popular color in the
toy train world and | am sure will continue to be.
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MAY TECH TIP

HOW TO APPLY WATER SLIDE DECALS

From the O Gauge Railroad Magazine Forum

Note: Jim found this Tech Tip interesting and
thought he would share it.

| have produced waterside decals for
almost 30 years for the model car hobby. Part of
the problem with giving you a correct way to apply
decals is there are so many decal variations that
there is no one correct method that will work every
time. Some Microscale decals are VERY delicate
and fragile. Depending on when they were
printed....current decals are more durable than
some printed a few years ago. Walthers decals
are for the most part pretty durable. Age of the
decal, how and where it's been stored etc all affect
the decal. Here are the basics.

Surface of Model: The surface must be
clean and glossy for a good decal adhesion and to
make sure we do not get any silvering. Testors
gloss coat is my favorite if the paint is not glossy
itself.

Decal: Trim the decal you are going to
apply close to the image. Some decals are printed
on a solid sheet of clear carrier some have a clear
carrier halo. Either way we want the decal to be
as small as possible. | have a small set of
manicure scissors that allow me to trim very close.

Decal Prep: After the decal is cut and the
model surface is ready, use tweezers to dip the
decal in warm water for 10 seconds and set the
decal down on a damp paper towel to '‘cook’. This
can take from 30 seconds to 2 minutes. When it is
ready the decal image will move freely on the
decal backing paper.

Apply Decal: On the model where the
decal is to be applied place a few drops of decal
water. | then add a tiny amount of Walther
Solvaset to this water. (I just use a clean paint
brush with Solvaset on it to wipe the water.) Grab
your decal with the tweezers and place it on the
model/water drop. With your finger hold the decal
image and with the tweezers pull the paper out
from under the decal image. Try and not lift the
paper as you do this as it will trap air under the
decal. Move the decal into position if needed.
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Setting Decal: Now with a damp paper
towel blot the water out from under the decal. Do
this with an up and down motion and not a side to
side. If there are surface details like rivets use the
damp paper towel to press down on the detail. The
goal is the remove all the water and most the glue.
Glue will darken as it ages so we most of it out of
there. | now apply Walther's Solvaset to the decal.
This step will vary with each type decal. As | said
older Microscale decals are very fragile and react
badly to Solvaset. Most decals work well but too
much Solvaset will cause 'blowout' where the
decal will develop a hole and be unusable. | use a
soft sable brush to apply the Solvaset (don't use it
for anything else). You can use the brush to work
the decal into details, but work very delicately. If
there is any air under the decal use a new #11
Xacto knife to stab the air bubble and apply a
small amount of Solcaset.

Decal Clean Up: After the decal is dry, |
like to wait a day or two, | wipe over the decal with
a damp paper towel. Clean up an glue,
watermarks and Solvaset that might remain. Also
check and see if the decal is sealed to the model.
If there are any air bubbles or silvering you can still
slit the decal and apply more Solvaset.

Sealing The Decal: Most decals need a
seal of some kind to protect the decal and to blend
any decal film into the model paint. | use Future
floor shine (now called Pledge with Future | think)
applied with a wide soft sable brush (used only for
Future). This will give a medium to high gloss
finish depending on how you apply it. For a dead
flat finish | use Testors Dull coat. If you use
anything other than Future it must be in light 'mist'
coats at first as some decals react badly to the
solvents in spray cans.

This should give you a good decal job. But
if you do not decal often it will take some practice.
| had to apply decals to 500 die cast banks, 4
decals per bank, so | have lots of practice! Good
luck!!
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SAN DIEGO AGTTA LAYOUT TOUR
SATURDAY APRIL 10 ™

Stop #1: Lee Davis’s “S” Gauge Beauty




Stop #2: John Duffy’s High Rail “O” Gauge
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Stop #3: Pat Archer’s Multi-Level “O”
Gauge Extravagance
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May 8/ Saturday/  San Bernardino Railroad Days Jun 19 Saturday AGTTA Big Open House Meet

9 Sunday Bob Wall (858) 452-8955

May 13 Thursday =~ AGTTA May Meet Jun 27 Sunday TTOS-SP Division June Meet
Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 Ken Flory (714) 538-8218

May 22/Jun 6 SDMRM Balboa Park Flyer Jul8 Thursday  AGTTA July Meet

RUN Bob Wall (858) 452-8955
Al Keil (619) 482-8823 Jul 11 Sunday TTOS SW Division July Meet

May 23 Sunday TTOS-SP Division May Meet www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm
Ken Flory (714) 538-8218 Jul 25 Sunday TTOS-SP Division July Meet

Jun 6 Sunday TTOS SW Division June Meet Ken Flory (714) 538-8218

www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm

ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION
6621 Cartwright Street
San Diego, CA 92120-2407

NEXT MEET:

Thursday, May 13 ™
4:30 — 8:00
Torrey Pines Christian Church
8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North

JUNE MEET DATE:
All Day Open House & Train Meet
Saturday, June 19 ™
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