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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Our streak 

continues with another 
outstanding Meet.  We 
welcomed new members 
Jim Patterson and  
“Happy” and  Martha 
Flohe  who hail from 
Tennessee.  We were also 
glad to see Re and Jay  
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SERVICING OF THE  

DIESEL HORN 
At this month’s How-To Clinic Mike Wheeler  
will share his expertise on how to restore your 
Lionel Diesel Horn assembly to its optimum 
operating condition.  That includes servicing the 
dc horn relay, tuning the horn, and how to 
ensure the battery connections are clean.  (See 
the related Tech Tip on pages 6 through 10.)  
Obviously, this is going to be another not-to-
miss Clinic so make sure you don’t. 

CLINIC START TIME:  5:15 PM 
Again, the Clinic will commence at our new 
start time of 5:15 which seemed to work out 
well.  So no excuses!  Come to the Meet and 
support your Clinics!  �

And if you have any ideas for future Clinics 
make sure you pass them on to Jim or Mike.  
They would love to have your suggestions. 

*** ATTENTION ALL ***  
MARCH MEET DATE HAS 

BEEN CHANGED! 
Once again the Church has forced us 
to make a Meet date change.  Our 
March Meet has been moved to  one 
week earlier.  So please take note 
that this month’s Meet will now be 
held on: 

THURSDAY, MARCH 4TH 
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Thompson  back at the Meet after some time off 
traveling.  Jean and Dave Ely  were also in town 
from Iowa and dropped in with their local host 
friends and had a nice catch up visit.   

Wendell Callahan  and his sons brought a 
very practical portable layout and his daughter 
had Girl Scout cookies available.  The layout is 
hinged and opens up to provide both “O” and “S” 
gauge loops and a trolley line.  Wendell will have 
the layout at future meets so that members can 
operate a favorite train that they would like to 
show off or use the track to test prospective 
purchases.  TTOS Southern Pacific division 
members bring several small layouts each month 
to their fourth Sunday Meet so if you have 
something similar feel free to bring it as I’m sure it 
would be well appreciated by our members.   

Jim Weatherford  put on another classic 
Clinic on servicing the Lionel 464 Saw Mill.  The 
How-To Clinic’s new starting time of 5:15 pm will 
hopefully allow more of you to arrive without 
missing anything.  Thanks Geri  for the Valentine 
cake. 

I may have spoken to soon about our 
financial status as we received a call from the 
church mid-month notifying us that they are 
planning an increase in the rent for tenants of the 
meeting hall.  Jon and I have already met with the 
church rep for an initial negotiation compromise in 
the timing and incremental amounts of the 
increase by year end.  With the goal of keeping 
no fee for seller tables, free admission to the 
meets and annual membership as low as possible 
the Board will look into other sources of club 
revenue such as special raffles, club fees for 
more frequent train auctions, fund raising projects 
like club calendars, etc.  For now we need 
everyone to pay their dues promptly, recruit new 
members and support the monthly raffle as 
positive proceeds go to the club.   

We still have a few AGTTA “O’ 
Drumheads available and three remaining AGTTA 
40th Anniversary boxcars.  Let’s finish out these 
projects and support our new fund raisers.   

Al Keil  will once again be our Layout 
Coordinator for the “S” gauge layout run at the 
San Diego Model Railroad Museum from May 
22nd to June 6th.   Please let him know if and 
when you are available to help setup or run during 
this period.  This is always a great opportunity to 
get new members as well as show off your cool 
trains and educate the public to the fun of the 
hobby and our local friendly club. 

Mark your calendar, grab some flyers and 
start talking up this year’s 25th Annual Fathers 
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail, fax or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  A big All-Day 
Saturday Open House Meet Is held in June. 
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www.agtta.com 
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Day weekend Open House Train Meet on 
Saturday June 19th.  Table reservations and a big 
auction may help keep next year’s dues constant.  
So start cleaning out the attic and the garage for 
items to auction at the Open House Meet. 

There will be another multiple layout tour 
on Saturday April 10th (Archer’s, Duffy’s, etc.)  
See me for details and signup at the next Meet.    

Don’t forget that the March Meet is a week 
earlier then originally scheduled - Thursday March 
4th.               

         ���  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
New Members – At the February Meet we 
welcomed yet another new member couple to our 
Club:  Ernest and Martha Flohe .  They reside in 
Sevierville, TN but spend several months a year in 
the San Diego area and wanted to attend the 
AGTTA meetings while they were in town.  They 
spoke with Jon Everett  at the Museum and he 
suggested they come to one of our Meets.  

2010 Membership Renewal Status – Our Club 
Secretary, Jim Weatherford , reports that as of the 
20th of this month 117 2009 members have 

renewed for 2010, plus we have welcomed two new 
members which makes a total of 119 paid-up 2010 
Members.   

2010 Renewal – We still have 23 2009 members 
who have not yet renewed.  If you are one of these 
23 who have still not yet submitted your 2010 
renewal we encourage you to do so now.  As you 
know the cutoff date is the end of February.  If you 
do not renew, here is what you will be losing out on: 
(1) You will no longer receive the monthly Main-Line 
Newsletter, and if you have e-mail the PDF 
Extended Version that contains even more good 
stuff! 
(2) You will not be able to attend future monthly 
Club Meets without an official AGTTA Membership 
Card.  And cards will be checked beginning with this 
March Meet. 
(3) You will no longer receive Club News e-mail 
updates and other interesting train related e-mails. 
(4) And lastly, if and when you do renew you will be 
accessed a $5 Late Payment Penalty Fee as 
mandated by the AGTTA By-laws.   
Bottom line, do you really want to miss out on all this 
“good stuff”?  Of course not.  So, send in or bring 

FEBRUARY RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Bill Hungerford Lionel Lehigh Valley ‘O’ GP-7 Diesel Provided by AGTTA 
Jim Andrews MTH ‘O’ # 580-2 Green Street Lamp Set  Provided by AGTTA 
Andy Anderson Lionel PRR ‘O’ Caboose Provided by AGTTA 
Bart Grey Lionel Alaska ‘O’ Boxcar  Provided by AGTTA 
Richard Thompson Lionel Lines ‘O’ Operating Milk Car & Platform Provided by AGTTA 
Caroline Poindexter Lionel BM ‘O’ Boxcar Provided by AGTTA 
James Callahan Weaver BN Yellow ‘O’ Reefer Provided by AGTTA 
Jim Andrews Framed Picture: PRR 1954 Pittsburgh Donated by Ed Jones 
Jim Murphy Budweiser Tractor Trailer Truck Donated by Bill Hungerford  
Bill Hungerford VHS Video – Southern Pacific – LA to Colton Donated by Jim Andrews  
Bill Hungerford Lionel Railroader Club Caboose Donated by John Purcell  
Bill Hungerford K-Line Street Lamps Donated by John Purcell  
Harlan Hatz Train Puzzle Donated by John Purcell 
Steve Pierce ‘O’ Die-cast Toy Farm Tractor Donated by John Purcell 
Christine Poindexter VHS Video – 1998 MTH Layouts Donated by John Purcell 
Ed Samsen ‘HO’ Die-cast Toy Fire Truck Donated by John Purcell  
Jim Murphy Catalogs – 3 MTH Issues Donated by Steve Pierce 
Bill Hungerford Catalogs – 3 K-Line Issues Donated by Steve Pierce  
Andy Anderson ‘O’ Gauge Railroading Magazines Donated by Jeff Lower 
Andy Estep 8 Issues of CTT Collecting Toys Magazines Donated by Ed Karper 
Steve Pierce Magazines – “S” Gaugian Donated by SRMRM 

A “Special Thank You!” to all the good Members who donated to the February  Raffle.  
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your renewal to the March Meet.  A small 
investment for another fantastic year.  ��

Membership Roster – As you know, for the last 
several years the Club has not been publishing a 
yearly Roster.  The primary reasons are for Member 
privacy and Club liability concerns.  However, if you 
would like a list of Club Members including their 
phone numbers and e-mail addresses all you need 
to is contact our Club Secretary, Jim Weatherford .  
Jim will be happy to give you a particular member’s 
contact info or send you a complete list, either by 
mail or via e-mail.   

BOARD MEETING 
Your AGTTA Board held its 2nd meeting of 

the year at President Bob Wall’s home on February 
23rd.  With the full Board in attendance the main 
topic of discussion was the imminent increase in the 
amount we pay to rent the Meet Hall each month.   

Church officials, after reviewing their rent 
structure, came to the conclusion that they were 
undercharging their tenants.  To this end they 
proposed to all tenants a substantial increase in 
rent.  Bob Wall and Jon Everett  meet with the 
Church CFO (Chief Financial Officer) in an attempt 
to see if something could be worked out.   

The CFO agreed that the Club has been an 
excellent tenant, recognizing the fact that we do our 
own setup and takedown and always leave the Hall 
in excellent condition.  She was very receptive to 
Bob and Jon’s proposal and was going to present it 
to the full Church Board.  

Therefore, at this time we do not know how 
much our rent will be going up.  But we do know that 
it WILL definitely be increasing, more then likely 
beginning next month.   

With this in mind the Board discussed 
various possibilities for covering this additional 
expense.  Right now the Club Treasury is in good 
shape, but that is only going to cover the increase 
for a limited amount of time.  After that we must 
come up with additional funds. 

The Board agreed that at least at this point 
raising annual dues should be a last resort.  Other 
means should be tried first.  The Board feels that 
one of the easiest and least painful methods for 
saving Club funds is to strongly encourage those 
members who have e-mail access and who are still 
receiving printed copies of the Main-Line via mail to 
opt for receiving the PDF Extended Version via e-
mail.  For every member who opts out of receiving a 
printed/mailed copy the Club save $11 a year!  That 
can be a significant savings when multiplied by the 
100 plus members who have e-mail. 

Therefore, on behalf of your Board, I would 
like to encourage you to consider the possibility of 
opting out of receiving the mailed hard-copy Main-
Line.  In its place you will receive a full-color, 
extended (the number of pages is unlimited) Main-
Line that can be looked at on your computer and/or 
printed out for viewing elsewhere.  We need your 
support in facing this oncoming financial dilemma.  

CLUB NEWS 
Membership Card Check At March Meet – With 
the 2010 Dues Renewal cutoff being the end of this 
month we will begin checking for membership cards 
at the March Meet.  So please don’t forget to bring 
your card with you.  And if you don’t yet have a 2010 
card that means your dues have not been received.  
We encourage you to get with Club Secretary Jim 
Weatherford  who can get you signed up for 2010. 

AGTTA Lighted Observation Drumheads  – There 
are just a few of these unique AGTTA Lighted 
Drumheads available.  If you want one before they 
are all gone see Bob Wall  ASAP! 

40th Anniversary AGTTA Club Cars Are Going 
Fast – Likewise there are only three of these 
limited edition collectible boxcars remaining.  See 
President Bob snag one of these last pieces.   

SDMRM Balboa Park Flyer Run – Our first run 
session at the Museum will take place from May 
22nd to June 6th.  Al Keil  will again be coordinating 
signup for the Run so please talk to Al about 
signing up (619-482-8823). 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 2010 
The Dates:    November 1 to May 14, 2010  
The Prize:   Lionel 1776 U36B Diesel 

Engine and Caboose  
The Rules: 

1) Can’t be a 2009 Member, the exception 
being your own Membership Renewal 

2) A Regular Membership counts as 1 
while a Family counts as 1 ½  

3) All new members are subject to Article 
II, Section 2, Qualification and 
Admission, of our Bylaws, which states: 
“Members shall be persons of 
responsibility and integrity.  An applicant 
shall be admitted to membership upon 
submission of a Membership Application 
Form and approval of the Board of 
Directors or such membership 
committee as the Board may appoint.” 

So start signing up those new Members! 
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FEBRUARY MEET 
PHOTOS   

 
Jim Weatherford details how to service the 464 

Saw Mill at the February How-To Clinic 
 

 
Alan Hamel seems pleased with the lighted 

display of the AGTTA Drumhead  
 

 
Wendell Callahan’s  sons with their portable 

display which runs both ‘O’ & ‘S’ gauges 

MEMBER INPUT 
Editor’s Note:  Last month I made a BIG mistake.  
I gave credit to the wrong member for writing and 
submitting the article on Lionel Service Stations.  
Credit should have gone to long time member 
Jerry Ward .  Sorry about that Jerry.  Despite my 
goof, I am pleased to include another article that 
Jerry submitted for this month’s Main-Line.  I hope 
you guys enjoy it and will maybe take a few 
moments to write-up your own article and submit it.  
Big or small, I would like to have them all. 
 

3RS? 
EXPLAINED IN A FEW WORDS  

One of the great advantages of O-scale is 
the extensive variety of trains that can run on 3-rail 
track.  We are all familiar with terms like Tin Plate, 
Prewar, Postwar, 0-27 and High Rail scale.  

There is a new movement building in the 0-
scale community that is starting to gain interest 
and the attention of manufacturers known as 
"Three Rail Scale" or 3RS among its proponents.  
The concept is fairly simple: trains modeled upon 
their prototype as realistically as possible.   

One might ask how 3RS differs from "High 
Rail".  The main difference includes elimination of 
swinging pilots on diesels, use of Kadee and other 
scale couplers, accurate painting, and finally 
weathering of the model.   

Furthermore, how does this differ from two-
rail 0-scale?  In its most basic form, it takes 
advantage of the abundant amount of good quality 
trains in the three-rail market, while also being able 
to use all the bells and whistles without extensive 
internal modification.  It does require wider curves, 
so this is certainly not for everyone. 

Most 3RS use Kadee #805 couplers.  
Kadee equipped cars still connect to traditional 0-
scale couplers, so they can run in any 
arrangement of cars without issue.   

3RS is finally taking hold in the 
marketplace with MTH developing a scale Proto 
coupler and providing the hardware to mount 
Kadee couplers.  Atlas 0 is offering fixed pilot 
diesels and 3r Rail is looking at providing Kadee 
mounts on all their new products.   

The simplicity of operations combined with 
the scale size is sure to bring more people into 0-
scale. 
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The DC Relay 

The relay used with diesel horns provides 
1.5 Volts DC from the C or D cell battery to the 
horn when the DC pulse from the transformer is 
imposed on the track AC.  Let's trace the current 
path to see how the horn assembly works.  (The 
battery and horn are grounded through the 
locomotive chassis.)   

The positive battery terminal touches the 
brass rivet and it passes the current to the battery 
bracket (the spring helps some too).  From the 
bracket we travel to the top of the relay where the 
current runs down the relay frame to the armature 
hinges and then through the brass strips on the 
armature to the bottom contact.   Once the relay 
receives a D.C. pulse from the whistle controller of 
your transformer and the armature is pulled up by 
electromagnetic attraction, the bottom contact 
touches the top relay contact and the current 
continues through the insulated strip to the 
terminal where the horn wire is soldered.  The 
current then proceeds to the horn coil and the 
diaphragm is excited, thus producing the 
characteristic diesel beep. 

The most common problem with the relay 
is corrosion of the contact points and erratic 
continuity from the relay frame to the armature.  I 
used to clean the contacts in place with a fine 
fingernail file but the results were inconsistent.  
Looking at the way the relay contacts close, I 

realized the point where the contact occurred 
wasn't always in the middle.  The only way to get 
positive results was to disassemble the relay 
terminal stack so the two points could be cleaned 
properly. 

Since you have already disconnected the 
relay from the bracket and unsoldered the wires 
that go to the roller pickup and the horn, we can 
proceed to a quick cleaning, adjustment, and one 
enhancement. 

1.  Remove the screw from the middle of the 
terminal stack. 

2.  Once the terminal stack screw is removed, the 
four insulators, the relay positive terminal strip, the 
fixed contact, and the armature containment 
bracket can be removed.  You can leave the 
positive and ground terminal strips attached to the 
relay wires, just don't bend the wire too much; it's a 
solid copper wire, small gauge, and prone to break 
if you look at it wrong.  Leave the armature alone 
for the moment. 

Turn the relay over so the armature is up 
(see the next figure).  Use small needle-nosed 
pliers or hemostat to compress the top copper tab 
just enough so the armature can be rotated 
counter-clockwise slightly to free the tab from the 
rear bracket.  Slide the armature down to free the 
other tab from the bracket.  We'll clean the 
contacts in a moment. 

 

MARCH TECH TIP 
Servicing Lionel Horn Assemblies  By Jim Weatherford 
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Examine the armature and the way it's put 
together.  The copper strip with the lower contact 
and the pivot tabs is attached to the steel plate via 
the two metal alignment protrusions (peened 
slightly) on the bottom.  The example is in good 
shape with no corrosion under the copper strip.  If 
yours is corroded and you want to ensure good 
continuity, buff one of the metal protrusions on the 
steel plate and the copper surface around it so you 
can lay a solder bond on the copper and the 
protrusion. 

I like to buff the contacts with a fine wire 
brush (hobby tool attachment or bench grinder) 
because it ensures a clean surface to reduce 
sparking and makes the horn work better. 

While you have the armature 'au natural', 
make sure the steel plate side is free of oil and/or 
grease.  Clean the bottom surface of the relay coil 
while you're at it so the armature won't stick to it. 

 

Note: There are times when a relay will 
retain enough magnetism to keep the armature 
closed even though the whistle button is released 
causing the whistle to continue to sound.  I've 
found that soldering a small strip of copper to the 
armature in the place indicated will keep it far 

enough away from the coil so the armature will 
disengage when the button is released. 

Clean the surface of the armature and tin it 
with solder.  Do the same with the copper strip.  
Place the copper strip in place on the tinned area 
of the commutator and heat them with a soldering 
iron.  Make sure the copper strip is flush with the 
armature surface.  Put the relay back together and 
test to ensure the armature drops down when the 
whistle button is released. 

Now let's reassemble the relay.  I've broken 
the steps down to make the task straight-forward.  
Put the armature back on the relay (reverse the 
steps you took to remove it).  Put the armature 
containment bracket on the front of the relay, 
making sure the holes in the bracket fit over the 
alignment protrusions on the frame.   

Follow the picture sequence on the next 
page to ensure that the terminal stack is 
assembled properly.  Before you tighten the screw, 
make sure the terminal strips and insulators are 
lined up properly and seated in the metal 

alignment protrusions in the frame. 
The fully assembled relay should look like 

the second picture on the next page. 
Adjust the two contact arms so they are 

parallel and about 1/8th inch apart.  They should 
make contact slightly before the armature reaches 
its stop when the relay is energized. 

Now's the time to test the relay with our 
bench transformer.  Attach one test lead to the top 
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left terminal and the other test lead to the ground 
terminal lug. 

Apply 10 volts AC to the relay and engage 
the whistle control on the transformer.  The relay 
armature should pull up when the whistle control is 
actuated and return to the down position when the 
actuator is released. 

One thing I do with relays (about 98 % of 
the time) is to add a jumper wire at the back of the 
frame to ensure absolute continuity from the frame 
to the armature.  The original configuration 
provides continuity primarily by the brass tabs at 
the pivot points and this tends to go bad over time 
due to corrosion. 

Cut a 1.5 inch length of flexible wire, strip 
1/8 inch of insulation from one end, and tin the 
bare wire with solder.  Clean a spot on the end 
(top) of the armature plate where it sticks out from 
the pivot point and solder one end of the wire to it.  
Clean another spot on the bracket terminal lug.  
Trim the wire to the correct length, strip the end, tin 
it, and solder the wire to the frame. 
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This is a very good procedure to do to your 
relay and ensures the circuit path is waiting at the 
contact to energize the horn when the whistle 
control is actuated. 

One last thing you should do is clean the 
relay mounting screw.  Since this is a single point 
of failure for the whistle control circuit, make sure 

the underside of the screw head and the threads 
are free of corrosion. 

Checking and Servicing the Horn 
These old horns that seem no good can 

often be brought back to life.  You'll need a 
fresh1.5 volt D cell battery with test leads soldered 
to the two ends, your bench test transformer, and 
a small nut driver or flat blade screw driver, 
depending on your horn. 

Test the horn with the battery.  Attach the 
battery negative lead to the horn frame.  Touch the 
horn wire to the positive battery wire.  One of three 
things will happen: the horn will sound, you get no 
sound, or you get a "tink" sound. 

If the horn sounded and you like the tone, 
set it aside for reinstallation.  

If you got the tink sound, leave the battery 
wires attached to the horn and turn the adjustment 
screw on the bottom of the horn.  No 
improvement?  Go to the next step. 

Inside the horn there's a set of contacts 
that must function in order for the diaphragm to 
vibrate and generate the honking or beeping 
sound.  Typically, these contacts will corrode 
together over years of storage in damp 
environments.  

I've found you can "shock" the horn and 
break the corrosion loose about 75 percent of the 
time.  Using your bench transformer, attach one 
lead to the horn frame, apply 16 to 20 volts, and 
briefly touch the other test lead to the horn wire.  
You should get a loud "braaak" sound.  Touch the 
wire two or three times, again, only for a fraction of 
a second. 
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Now try the battery to see if you get the tink 
or horn sound.  Leave the battery attached and 
vary the adjustment screw.  The screw will never 
be all the way in or out to work properly. 

Once you get a consistent, loud sound from 
the horn, you must disconnect the wire from the 
battery and try it from dead silence.  You may have 
to vary the adjusting screw slightly to get the horn 
to self start every time. 

If none of these efforts produce a working 
horn, you'll have to replace it with a new one.  
They're available from the parts dealers for about 
$12.00. 

Make sure the contact surfaces for the 
battery are free of corrosion.  Often the tension 
spring at the top of the battery bracket is corroded 
from a leaking battery.  You should replace it and 
the large rivet if that's the case. 

Editor’s Note:   This is Jim’s original full-length, 
over four pages long, Tech Tip.  To fit this Tech 
Tip into the confines of the 8-page Hard Copy 
Main-Line format he created a condensed version 
which the hard-copy readers found on pages 6 & 
7.  But here in the Main-Line PDF Extended 
Version we have no such limitations and thus you 
are able to view the unabridged article. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

����

Saturday, 
March 6, 2010 

 

Southern California’s Greatest  
Outdoor 

 

SPRING 2010 
RAILROADIANA 

SWAP MEET 
 

9 a.m. To 2 p.m. 
Railroad Antiques, Collectibles, Art, 
Books, Photos, Model & Toy Trains 

ADMISSION: $5; or included with all-day 
pass for trolley and train rides, $12 adults, 
$8 ages 5-11, under 5 Free, Free Parking! 

EXHIBITORS:  $15 for non-members.  Fee 
includes one admission - Space on a first-
come basis - Set-up starting at 7 a.m.  
Bring your own tables and chairs. 

Orange Empire Railway Museum 
2201 South “A” Street, Perris, CA  92570 

(951) 657-2605  /  www.oerm.org  
 

OPERATING TIPS 
by Jim Weatherford 

Tip #17 - How To Grease - Never use heavy 
grease on gears, use a lightweight grease like 
Lubriplate 630-AA.  Don't use grease on the F-3 
diesel drive shafts except on the worm-geared 
area. 
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Mar 4 Thursday   AGTTA March Meet 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
Mar 7 Sunday TTOS SW Division March Meet 
   www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm   
Mar 13/ Saturday TCA/TTOS Nor-Cal 
         14    Sunday  Santa Clara, CA 
Mar 28 Sunday TTOS-SP Division March Meet 
  Ken Flory (714) 538-8218 

Apr 8 Thursday AGTTA April Meet 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
Apr 10 Saturday AGTTA Layout Tour 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
May 22/June 6 SDMRM Balboa Park Flyer Run 
  Al Keil (619) 482-8823 
June 19 Saturday AGTTA Big Open House Meet 
 Bob Wall  (858) 452-8955
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 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 6621 Cartwright Street 

 San Diego, CA  92120-2407  
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEET: 
���������	��
�	������
���

Thursday, March 4 th 
4:30 – 8:00 

Torrey Pines Christian Church 
8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 

APRIL MEET DATE:  
Thursday, April 8 th 
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts & Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2010 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
MARCH 13 / JUNE 26 

Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 
4838 Old Cliffs Road, San Diego 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon-Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 258-0862  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive, Santee, CA 

Rock House Station 
Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 

Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

2505 Main Street, Suite 5, Ramona, CA 

Trains Are Good 
Rob & Sharon Freeburn 

M – F 10 – 5  &  Sat 10 – 7  &  Sun 12 - 6 
& By Appointment 

Bus: (619) 294-8372 / Orders: 1-800-642-9054 
Fax: (619) 294-3312 

3683 Midway Drive, San Diego, CA 
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D&S Hobbies  
28465 Old Town Front Street, Suite 123 

Temecula, CA  92590 

Wanted to buy N-HO-G Service and Repairs:
Lionel & American Flyer Trains, Accessories,
Trains, Parts, Accessories and Transformers  

Scott L. Kugler Hours: 
Debbie I. Kugler Mon, Wed, Thurs. 9am - 6pm 
dnsslk@msn.com Fri, Sat, Sun 10am - 7pm 

 Phone: 951-694-1773 
 

 Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am-8pm Mon-Sat 

Eric Bense 858-578-2395 
10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

 Bruce Cameron, Manager 
www.reeds-hobbies.com 

E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

8039 La Mesa Blvd., La Mesa, CA  91941 
(619) 464-1672 Fax (619) 464-6087 

Elystoys 
Lional, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 

Jean & Dave Ely 515-664-8217 
Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com 
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It was great to have Bill Hungerford  with us at the January Meet.  He was really having fun 
scooting around on his little Red Scooter saying “Hi!” to everyone and checking out all the 
good stuff for sale.  Here’s a great photo of him being lovingly greeted by Christine and 
Caroline Poindexter .  And I guess that President Bob Wall  is giving his “tongue of 
approval”?  Hang in there Bill and hopefully we’ll see you at many more Meets this year.  ��� ��

Many thanks to Malia  for forwarding along this great photo.   
 
BTW, do you have an photo that you would like to share?  Then by all means e-mail it to me 
and I will be more then happy to include it in the Main-Line. 
 

 

JANUARY MEET SPECIAL PHOTO 
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On Wednesday, February 17, Bart Grey, Alan Hamel, and Bob Wall  met at Bill 
Hungerford's  home to begin assemble of 5-Rail track made up of a combination of "O" and 
"Standard" gauge.  The 5-rail track will be used to replace one of the three loops of O gauge track 
currently on the club’s O gauge modular layout.  

In the future, when displayed at the San Diego Model Railroad Museum or at the Great Train 
Expos in Del Mar, this new loop will enable club members to operate standard gauge trains on our 
modular layout.   

Club members wishing to support this project are welcome to donate funds to offset the costs 
involved acquiring the materials for this track conversion.  Some standard gauge track has already 
been donated by Bob Lawrence, Pat Archer and Bart Grey .   

 

 
 

Alan Hamel Starts The Process By Disassembling O Gauge Track For 5-Rail Parts 
 
 
 
 
 

BUILDING 5-RAIL TRACK  By Bob Wall 
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Bart Gray Sets Up Jigs For 5-Rail Track Assembly
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Bart & Alan Use Jig To Assemble 5-Rail Track From O & STD Gauge Track 
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All Gauge Toy Train Association Of San Diego 

Presents Its 25 th Annual Family 

Open House & Toy Train Meet 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2010 
 7:30 Table Set Up 
 8:00 Sellers Set Up 
 9:00 Open to the Public 
 11:00   Big Auction 
 1:00 Giant Raffle 

 

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING 
TORREY PINES CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 
La Jolla (San Diego), CA 

Delicious Food & Beverages Available At The Open Ho use 
Visit agtta.com for additional club information 

 

ATTENTION SELLERS 
PRE-PAID 6-FOOT TABLES – ONLY $10 EACH 

Tables must be reserved by 6 PM, June 12, 2010 
Thereafter tables, if available, will be $15 each 

 

FOR TABLE RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 
Anthony Tarantino 

6444 Corsica Way, San Diego, CA  92111  
(858) 569-6603 

 

BIG AUCTION!  

Buyers & Sellers MUST sign up prior to start of Auc tion at 10:30 
Seller Club Donation of 10% for items sold up to Ma x of $10.00 per item 

NO credit card payment will be accepted - Payment s hould be CASH  
(Checks will be accepted from Train Club Members (A GTTA, TTOS, TCA, 

etc.) with current 2010 Membership card and ID only )  
Bob needs TWO VOLUNTEERS (11 AM-1 PM) to record auc tioned items  
Contact Bob Wall ASAP (858) 452-8955 to volunteer o r to get answers to 

any auction questions you might have. 
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BULK OIL PLANT  - The following two pages are the second installment of a seven page article 
from the January, 1952 edition of Toy Train Magazine.  The first two pages were contained in the 
February Main-Line PDF Extended Version.  Again I would like to say “Thank you!” to member Robert 
Schappelle  for allowing me to make copies from these priceless magazines. 
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