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CLUB NEWS 
President’s Message – Unfortunately Ed did not 
submit a Message for this month. 

Special Raffle #2  – With our 150 ticket sales 
minimum having been met, at the May Meet the 
Grand Prize drawing for the Lionel “O” Scale B-6 
Train Set was held.  The lucky winner was Larry 
Pearson  who just happened to be a visitor to our 
May Meet.  After winning Larry decided he wanted 
to be a member of our dynamic Club and joined up 
that evening.  Congratulations Larry on your big 
win AND on joining our Club. 

Special Raffle #3  – At our May Board Meeting the 
prize of Raffle #3 was chosen.  Make sure you 
check out pages 5 and 6 for all the details.   

AGTTA Layout Tour  – Our 2011 Layout Tour took 
place on Saturday, June 11th.  Four must see 
layouts were included: Pat Archer’s  incredible two 

story wonder in Escondido, Marvin Wait’s  beauti- 
fully detailed layout in San Marcos, and the 
AGTTA Modular & SD3R  layouts at the SDRM.  
Tour Director, Bob Wall , reports that the tour was 
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NO CLINIC THIS MONTH 

As is our usual custom in June we will not be 
having a Clinic this month due to our Big All 
Day Meet on the 17th.  Hope you can make it to 
our biggest event of the year. 

Jim will be back next month with a new, and I 
am sure, interesting and informative How-T.  
See you in July. 
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Special Raffle #2 Winner -  Larry Pearson  

an outstanding success.  Make sure you check 
out all the pictures in the June M-L PDF Extended 
Version.  Or you can go to the following website 
to check out all the pictures: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/mayer8ha/sets/7215

7626947815694/ 

AGTTA Website Update – Alan Hamel , our 
website coordinator, has been adding a bunch of 
“good stuff” to the website including some photos 
taken at the Polar Express themed National 
University Holiday Party where AGTTA was 
privileged to provide the train layout.  AGTTA 
members Lee Davis  and Alan Hamel  joined 
forces to provide track, trains, accessories and 
scenery to delight both young and old in the fun 
and excitement of model railroading.  Just inter 
the following in your browser to check out all the 
great photos.    
http://www.agtta.com/NU-Christmas-Party/NU-

Christmas-Party.html  

Possible New Layout Home  – After discussion 
at the latest Board Meeting Al Keil  touched base 
with the folks at Liberty Station about the 
possibility of AGTTA setting up our modular 
layout in one of their empty store-fronts.  
Unfortunately Al discovered that The Liberty 
Station Manager is reluctant at the same time to 
having two train displays.  However it was not a 
total shoot down as he invited Al to call again in 1-
2 months.  Al got the impression that he wanted 
to see how the S gauge group worked out before 
committing to a second train display.  So, as they 
say, stay turned for future developments.   

Modular Layout Display Huge Success – Bob 
Wall  reports that the run of the upgraded AGTTA  
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail, fax or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Main-Line Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  A big All-Day 
Saturday Open House Meet is held in June. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com 

2011 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
President 

Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
 edoptician@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele (619) 644-1247 
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Jim Weatherford (619) 287-8687 

 wxfd@cox.net 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Dave Campbell (619) 575-7578  
 airportinfomation@san.rr.com 

Bart Grey (619) 281-9347 
 ccbbpg@gmail.com 
Steve Mitton (619) 621-9779 

 sam9820@hotmail.com 
Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
 Greg Smyth (619) 476-9942 
  gregsmyth@earthlink.net 
Immediate Past President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Website Coordinator 
Alan Hamel  (858) 453-5297 

 alanchamel@aol.com 
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All Gauge Toy Train Association Of San Diego 
Presents Its 26th Annual Family 

Open House & Toy Train Meet 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2011 
 7:30 Table Set Up 
 8:00 Sellers Set Up 
 9:00 Open to the Public 
 11:00   Big Auction 
 1:00 Giant Raffle 

 

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING 
TORREY PINES CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 
La Jolla (San Diego), CA 

Delicious Food & Beverages Available At The Open Ho use 
Visit agtta.com for additional club information 

 

ATTENTION SELLERS 
PRE-PAID 6-FOOT TABLES – ONLY $10 EACH 

Tables must be reserved by 6 PM, June 11, 2011 
Thereafter tables, if available, will be $15 each 

 

FOR TABLE RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 
Anthony Tarantino 

6444 Corsica Way, San Diego, CA  92111  
(858) 569-6603 

 

BIG AUCTION!  

Buyers & Sellers MUST sign up prior to start of Auc tion at 10:30 
Seller Club Donation of 10% for items sold up to Ma x of $10.00 per item 

NO credit card payment will be accepted - Payment s hould be CASH  
(Checks will be accepted from Train Club Members (A GTTA, TTOS, TCA, 

etc.) with current 2011 Membership card and ID only )  
Bob needs TWO VOLUNTEERS (11 AM-1 PM) to record auc tioned items  

Contact Ken Steele ASAP (619) 644-1247 to volunteer  or to get answers to 
any auction questions you might have. 
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Modular Layout at the SDRM, which just ended 
this last Sunday, was another fantastic success.  
He wanted to thank all the following members who 
helped make it so: Gary Butzke, Dave Campbell, 
Lee Davis, Greg Drusch, Jon Everett, Grath 
Empey, Bart Grey, Alan Hamel, Riki Henneberg, 
Bill Hess, Al Keil, Scott Lewis, Timmy Lewis, 
Steve Mitton, Frank Morgano, Steve Pierce, 
Caroline & Christine Poindexter, Bob Poley, 
Mike Quigg, Ed Samsen, Greg Smyth, Tony 
Tarantino, Bob Wall, Jim Weatherford, and 
Mike Wheeler.   �

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
New Members – Once again this month Jim 
Weatherford  is pleased to report that we 
welcomed not one, but two new members to the 
Club in May.  Dick Huddleston,  sponsored by Jon 
Everett,  resides in El Cajon and has a preference 
for O Gauge.  Our second new member is Larry 
Pearson  who lives in Burbank and likes O and 
Standard Gauges.  At the May Meet Larry was the 
lucky winner of the Special Raffle #2 Lionel Scale 
Gauge set.  That makes a total of nine new 
members since the first of the year.   

2011 Membership Renewals  – Jim also reports 
that two more 2010 members have renewed their 
memberships.  We would like to welcome back to 
the fold long time members Bruce Gripkey and 
Charles Leavitt .  Welcome back guys.  

2011 Membership Total  – As of June 1st Jim 
reports that we have 138 paid members for 2011.  
Hopefully that total will rise as more delinquent 
2010 members come back into the fold and new 
members continue to join. 
 

 MODEL RR NEWS 
Del Mar Dates Set – The folks at the Great Train 
Expo have announced that the dates for their show 
at Del Mar this year will be December 3 & 4. 

MTH Releases DAP Mini-Catalog –  Greg 
Anastopoulos  wanted me to let you all know that 
MTH has just released their 2011 Dealer 
Appreciation Program Mini-Catalog and that the 
Dealer Ordering Deadline on these new items is 
this Friday, June 17th, 2011.  

 
 

MAY RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Ed Samsen Lionel ‘O’ Navy Yard Switcher Provided by AGTTA 
Bob Wall MTH ‘O’ #57 Lamp Post Set in Grey Provided by AGTTA 
Richard Thomson Lionel ‘O’ Milk Car with Platform Provided by AGTTA 
Bart Grey GLB Great Northern ‘S’ Pikemaster Boxcar Provided by AGTTA 
Bob Wall Lionel ‘O’ Reynolds Alum. CVD Quad Hopper Provided by AGTTA 
Richard Thomson Lionel ‘O’ Gateman Station Donated by Ed Jones  
Caroline Poindexter 2004 Issues of Model Railroader Magazine Donated by Dennis Snead  
Caroline Poindexter 2005 Issues of Model Railroader Magazine Donated by Bill Hessman  
Zane Pert 2006 Issues of Model Railroader Magazine Donated by Bill Hessman  
Zane Pert 2007/08 Issues of Model Railroader Magazine Donated by Bill Hessman  
Steve Pierce 1966 Issues of Railfan News Donated by Richard Thomson
Zane Pert Passenger Train Journal Magazines Donated by Richard Thomson
Christine Poindexter Great American Trains VHS Tape Donated by Al Keil  
Christine Poindexter K-Line ‘O’ K-4091 Firehouse Building Set Donated by Pat Archer  
Zane Pert Lionel ‘O’ #020 90 Degree Crossing Donated by Pat Archer  
Syd Mason Lionel ‘O’ #020 45 Degree Crossing Donated by Pat Archer  
Timmy Lewis Lionel ‘O’ #2111 Elevated Trestle Set Donated by Pat Archer 
Steve Pierce K-Line K-105 Lampposts set of 3 Donated by Pat Archer  
Bill Hungerford Lionel ‘O’ #2719 Watchman Shanty Kit Donated by Pat Archer 
Richard Thomson ‘O’ Die-cast Mighty Wheels Vehicles (3) Donated by Pat Archer 
Timmy Lewis ‘O’ Hand cut Flatcar Lumber Loads (2) Donated by Steve Currie 
Timmy Lewis ‘O’ Hand cut Flatcar Lumber Loads (2) Donated by Steve Currie 

Another BIG ”Thank You!” to all the Members who don ated to the May Raffle.   
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SPECIAL RAFFLE #3 
“ARRIVAL IN  ESCONDIDO”  

 
FRAMED LIMITED EDITION PRINT 

ARTIST:  Stanislaus J Sowinski 
Donated by Ken Steele  

THE PRINT:  As you can see above this is a unique print that any train aficionado should love to 
display in their home.  It’s an oil print on paper with an image size of 17" X 23" and is signed by 
Mr. Sowinski and it is framed.  It is valued at $100.  We can’t thank Ken Steele enough for 
donating this unique print for our Special Raffle #3. 

THE ARTIST: Stanislaus J. Sowinski, known as "Stan" to friends and family, was an 
accomplished Painter, Iconographer, Illustrator and Teacher.  Stan was born in Milwaukee 
Wisconsin on May 7, 1927.  He died at his home in Rancho Bernardo California on January 8, 
2010 at the age of 82. 

Stan Sowinski studied art in Milwaukee before joining the Navy in 1945.  He spent 26 
years in the Navy, having four sea commands, including a 21-ship squadron during the Vietnam 
war.  He painted during his entire Navy career, finding ways to keep his skills sharp and his 
passion active even while stationed aboard ships at sea.  During that time he had one-man 
shows in Washington D.C., the U.K., Japan, and the Philippines.  Stan also showed at a special 
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government sponsored exhibit at the U.S. Embassy in London.  
He retired from the Navy in 1971, taking up permanent 
residence in San Diego County, and painted, taught art 
courses, exhibited and completed many special commissions 
for many churches and public buildings in the San Diego area. 

Stan had his early art training in High School where he 
studied with the former President of the Wisconsin Watercolor 
Society, Edward Boerner.  Later, when WWII ended, he 
enrolled in night courses to study with the California 
Impressionist, Alfred Mitchell.  Upon discharge from the Navy 
he enrolled in the San Diego School of Art.  After a year he 
transferred to San Diego State University where he was 
graduated with a BA in Arts/Education. 

As his artistic talents grew and multiplied Stan became 
an authority and master of the Byzantine style Icon, and has 
completed many special religious theme commissions and 
placed large scale Icons in Orthodox and Catholic churches 

throughout the San Diego area.  His large scale oil paintings grace the walls of a university, 
corporate headquarters, restaurants, city halls, and many public buildings.  

His most recent accomplishments include a 6' X 18' oil dyptych for the University of 
California, San Diego, and the complete interior Altar Design and five very large oil paintings in 
traditional style for Saint Mary's Church in Escondido, California. 

In September 2006 Stan was commissioned to do a special painting related to his Polish 
heritage, a historical reenactment of "Pulaski and the Battle of Savannah," which was unveiled 
before a large audience in the Veteran's Room in the Polish Cultural Center, Milwaukee 
Wisconsin.  This commission was further honored by being placed in the center's permanent 
display for the public to view and enjoy. 

A few of the more notable publications in which he appears include the International 
Who's Who, Who's Who in the West, Who's Who in American Art, and Falk's Who Was Who in 
American Art (featuring his work from 1950 back). 

TICKET SALES:   Ticket sales for our Special Raffle Print will commence at this Saturday’s All 
Day Meet.  Tickets are just $5 each.  The minimum number of tickets to be sold will be 75 with a 
maximum of 100.  They will be sold over a five month period from June until October.  Assuming 
we sell the minimum number of tickets the Grand Prize drawing will take place at the October 
10th Meet. 

MONTHLY PRIZE DRAWINGS:   At the June 18th, July 14th, August 11th and September 8th 
Meets $10 cash prize winning tickets will be drawn.  You must be present at the monthly Meet to 
win the $10 cash drawing.   Then the winning ticket will be reentered for the Grand Prize Set 
drawing at the October Meet.  For the Grand Prix drawing you will not need to be present to win 
the Print.  This format allows everyone buying tickets early to have multiple chances to win.   

PARTICIPATION:   Your purchase of raffle tickets in these Club Special Raffles provide you with 
the opportunity to have a little fun while helping AGTTA cover the Club’s basic operational 
overhead expenses (hall rent, insurance, newsletter, etc.).  Through these raffles we’ll be able to 
keep annual dues at their current level or continue to offer free admission and table sales at our 
monthly Meets.  So as they say, buy raffle tickets.     

INFORMATION:  Bob Wall / (858) 452-5297 / bobwall@juno.com 
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San Diego S-Gaugers 
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Our double tracked mainline can accommodate engines and trains from vintage 
American Flyer through the latest releases from S-Helper, American Models and 
Lionel-American Flyer, running highrail or scale wheels. 
 
Directions:  From I-8 West and I-5 South, take the Rosecrans exit and follow 
Rosecrans to Womble Road.  Turn left on Womble Road and then left at the first 
stop sign (Truxtun).  Take the first driveway on your left to park your car.  Walk just 
to the left of Starbucks to the back of the 2445 building and turn left.  Suite 106 is 
the second suite on the left. 
  
From I-5 North, exit at Pacific Coast Highway.  Take PCH to the Barnett Avenue 
exit (from the left).  Follow Barnett to Truxtun Road.  Turn left onto Truxtun Road.  
Drive until you pass Vons on your left.  Find Parking on your right.  Suite 106 is in 
the back of the building facing the grassy area. 

For additional information, visit our web site at, 
http://sites.google.com/site/sdsgaugers/ 
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Gary Jarvis describes his American Flyer Accessories 

 

Gary’s A/F Collection is one of the best around, for sure. 

MAY MEET PHOTO GALLERY 
Photos taken by Bob Wall �
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New Member Larry Pearson describes the standard gauge set that he brought to the Meet. 

 

We even had a nice display of some Pre-Fab buildings. 
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Jim Weatherford describes the inter workings of the ZW to Larry Pearson. 

 

Marshal Carpenter and Cheryl enjoy pasta she made for Meet. 
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RUN AT SDRM PHOTO GALLERY 
Photos taken by Steve Mitton �
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Al Keil, Lee Davis, and Mike Quigg  
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Lionel manufactured the 3451 and 3461 die 
cast operating log dump car from 1946 to 1955.  
This car has proven to be one of the most versatile 
and enduring cars since it can be utilized alone with 
only a remote track section and collection tray or in 
conjunction with three popular log accessories, the 
164 Lumber Shed, the 364 Log Loader, and the 464 
Sawmill.  These cars are still plentiful at the train 
meets with prices varying from $10 to $45 
depending on the condition and the aspirations of 
the seller.  The car came in two color variations, the 
green base with black tray and your basic black 
base with black tray.  You'll pay a premium for the 
green car since it's more scarce and collectible.   

 

The most common missing parts of the log 
car are the slider pickup shoes, the brake stands, 
and the stakes.  Original and reproduction parts are 
available and reasonably priced.  Don't buy a car 
with a missing or broken tray unless you have a 
spare.  Also look under the tray to ensure the 
crescent-shaped cam is attached to the second 
stake. 

More than likely you'll have to rewire the 
pickup shoes, so remove both trucks, cut the 
defective wires, and clean everything thoroughly 
before you heat up the old trusty soldering iron.  

Use a rubber coated stranded black wire 
and tin the ends with solder before reattaching 
them.  Remove the tray by moving the middle and 
right hold-down tabs so the pivot rod with the fixed 
stakes can be lifted out.   

Clean the tray and the base with your 
favorite cleanser (I like WD-40 and a soft cloth to 
dry and polish) and get out your needle-nosed 
pliers to correct the most common problem with 
these cars.  The pivot rod and the tray get bent and 
bind against each other.  Things don't work too well 
at that point.  Sight down the pivot rod and correct 
any bends using your fingers.  Use the piers to 
straighten the sheet metal tray especially at the 
corners and where the rod pivots.  Also correct any 
other irregularities in the tray; it should be flat 

JUNE 2011 TECH TIP 
SERVICING THE LIONEL LOG DUMP CAR 

By Jim Weatherford 
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(except for the obvious stamped indentations) and 
the rod with the fixed stakes should pivot freely.  
You can even lubricate the friction points with a light 
weight machine oil if it seems prudent.  

Remove the top of the plunger assembly by 
bending the two sheet metal tabs straight from 
underneath and pry up.  Pull the plunger out and 
clean with a wire brush or fine sandpaper.   

Look inside the coil to ensure no corrosion 
build up is there to hamper the movement of the 
plunger.  If necessary clean out with a spray 
degreaser and let the fluid dry.  Put the plunger 
back in the coil and re-install the sheet metal top. 

Test for smooth operation by applying about 
12 volts from your transformer to the two coil leads.  
Install the trucks and solder the new wires from the 
truck pickups to the coil leads at the contact strips.  

Put the tray back on and make sure the cam 
is in the alignment slot before twisting the two hold 
down tabs in place over the rod.  Lubricate all 
wheels at the axle with a drop of light machine oil 
and test the car on the track.   

Use 7/16 inch diameter logs 4 5/8 inches 
long for your load.  I've found that 5 logs seems 
optimum as a load. 

One thing I've noticed with a few cars is the 
tendency of the fixed stakes not to return to the 
vertical position.  This occurs when the bottom of 
one or more of the stakes is too long and hits the 
cast base.  Take the tray off and file the bottom of 

the offending stake(s) so the tilt action meets your 
requirements.  One other reason for this symptom 
is the alignment of the cam in the groove cast in the 
base.  Look closely at where the cam rides in the 

groove and if it is touching one side, gently bend the 
cam bracket until the cam is in the center of the 
groove.  This should resolve the problem so the tray 
returns fully.  Additionally, apply grease in the cam 
slot and on top of the cam.  This will also help the 
tray to lie flat 

I'll leave replacement of the slider shoes, 
brakestand, and stakes to you. 

 

 

WORLD’S GREATEST HOBBY 
A new feature this month is the first reprint 

from the World’s Greatest Hobby booklet.  In the 
months to come I hope you will enjoy reading what 
they have to say about our favorite hobby.   

I obtained this booklet at the May Meet 
from a gentleman who was liquidating some of our 
old member and departed friend Harlan Hatz’s 
collection.  Harlan loved model trains so I hope 
you will think of him when you read these pages. 
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts & Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 
 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2011 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
JUNE 25 / SEPT 17 / DEC 17  

8 AM – 1 PM 
Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 

4838 Old Cliffs Road 
San Diego, CA  92120 

 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon - Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 449-9503  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive  

Santee, CA  

 
 

����
��
�����������������
�����������������
�����������������
���������������� ���

Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 
Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

rockhousestation@hotmail.com   
2505 Main Street, Suite 5 

Ramona, CA 
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Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am - 8pm - Mon - Sat 

Eric Bense (858) 578-2395 
10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

Steve Bovee, Owner 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 

E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

 

Elystoys 
Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 

Jean & Dave Ely (515) 664-8217 

Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com 

Lionel Value Added Dealer Wanted to buy: 
Authorized Service Station Trains of all gauges 
American Flyer sales & service and vintage toys  

D & S HOBBIES 
28636 Old Town Front Street, Suite 100 

Temecula, CA  92590 
Phone: (951) 694-1773  

Scott L. Kugler Mon:    9 – 6   / Thurs.: Closed 
Deborah L. Kugler Tues. 11 – 4   /  Fri.:  11 – 6 
dnsslk@msn.com Wed.: 11 – 6   /  Sat.:   9 – 6 
 Sun.: 11 - 4 
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June 18  Saturday AGTTA All-Day Meet 
    Tony Tarantino (858) 569-6603  
June 25  Saturday SD S-Gaugers Grand Opening 
          www.sites.gooble.com/site/sdsgaugers/  
June 26  Sunday TTOS-SP June Meet 
  Ken Flory  (714) 538-8218 
July 10 Sunday TTOS SW Division July Meet 
                         www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm  

July 14  Thursday AGTTA July Meet 
 Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
July 31 Sunday TTOS-SP July Meet 
  Ken Flory  (714) 538-8218 
Aug 11 Thursday AGTTA August Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
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 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 6621 Cartwright Street 

 San Diego, CA  92120-2407  
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEET: 
Saturday, June 18 th  

4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 

JULY MEET DATE: 
Thursday, July 14 th  

 

 

 


