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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
The highlight of the 

May Meet was everything.   
A huge attendance, 
probably the most seller 
tables we’ve had other 
than at an Open House 
Meet.  Wendell Callahan  
brought his portable layout 
on which Larry Archuleta  
ran and demonstrated his 
COORs Light train with 

operating reefer doors releasing smoke and 
revealing the icy beer cases.  He also had his ipod 
hooked up to play tunes thru his train tender 
speakers.  Pretty “Cool”! 

This month we welcomed four new 
members to the club, Marshall  Carpenter, Garth 
Empey, Riki Henneberg,  and Cheryl  Lyman.   It 
was a good night to join as the club enjoyed more 
tasty treats brought by the members.  Along with 
the donuts provided by Bart Grey  and Christine  
and Caroline Poindexter  each month, Geri 
Kronert once again donated cookies and Malia 
Carl , Bill Hungerford’s  care assistant, baked 
short bread cup cakes to go along with fresh 

strawberries and vanilla ice cream they brought.  
Those who couldn’t break away from the good 
deals on the tables really missed a delicious treat.  
Thanks again to those that bring the goodies to 
sooth our sweet tooth.   

At 6:06 pm the most train hungry of the 
group dared life and limb to attack the heaping six 
tables of Free-Bee items as attested by the 
pictures you’ll find elsewhere in this Main-Line.  
Thanks again to Ed Karper  for organizing the 
event and to all those that contributed.  We might 
be considered a Green Organization  by recycling 
and saving the landfills with all those parts and 
pieces.  I saw many smiling faces with plastic bags 
stretching from the volume of treasures uncovered 
and retrieved.  

On the Display Table Bob Schultz  showed 
off his “Penny Saver Train”, which was a result of 
his advertising in the north county newspapers.  A 
beautiful Lionel Standard Gauge #400E train set, 
engine and five cars in excellent condition.  What a 
find and shrewd negotiation.  Butch  Alvarado  
finished off the general meeting discussion with an 
update on this year’s TTOS-SP Cal-Stewart 
admission changes.  In short you no longer need 
to be a current member of an  
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established train club to sell at the Meet and the 
general public will be able to get in on Saturday to 
shop with the payment of a reasonable admission 
fee.    

If you haven’t reserved a table for the 
June Father’s Day weekend Open House Train 
Meet a word of warning, “CALL Tony Tarantino  
IMMEDIATELY”.  As of the May Meet we had 120 
tables spoken for.  We can still fit you in, or shall I 
say outside in the shade, with advance notice.  If 
you have items not relegated to the Freebee 
table, but still could be treasures for someone 
else, contact Ken Steele  to sign up for the BIG 
auction.  The club gets a percentage and you get 
cleaner shelves, closets, garages, etc.  Also 
remember to invite everyone you know to attend 
and remember there is FREE ADMISSION & 
PARKING.  There will be beverages available, 
food provided by the Barbecue Pit, train layouts 
and the BIG RAFFLE .  
     I'm sorry to have to report that the “S” 
Gauge layout run that had been scheduled for 
May 22nd to June 6th at the San Diego Railroad 
Museum in Balboa Park has been 
cancelled.  As the module setup was 
progressing at the museum we were informed 
that due to a scheduling conflict with the 
Pacific Beach Room we would not be able to 
operate during the time period previously 
agreed to.  I know that many of us were 
looking forward to a fun run and are therefore 
very disappointed. 
        I really want to thank Al Keil, Steve 
Pierce, Mike Quigg, Lee Davis, and Alan 
Hamel for their dedicated efforts in 
transporting, loading and unloading, setting up 
and taking apart the layout during that 
frustrating afternoon. 

See you at the 25 th Annual Open House 
- Saturday June 19 th.       

         ���  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Three New Members – In April our streak 

of new member months was broken at three.  But, 
May was a fantastic month with three, yes, 3, new 
members joining our ranks.   

We would like to extend a very warm 
welcome to the following new members: 

Marshall Carpenter & Cheryl Lyman  
who are Santee residents and are O Gauge 
enthusiasts, 

Garth Empey,  a San Diego resident who 
enjoys Lionel ‘O’ gauge, an
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail, fax or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  A big All-Day 
Saturday Open House Meet Is held in June. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com 

2010 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele (619) 644-1247 
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Jim Weatherford (619) 287-8687 

 wxfd@cox.net 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Andy Estep (619) 991-0083 
 andyestep@hotmail.com  
Dave Campbell (619) 575-7578  

 airportinfomation@san.rr.com 
Steve Mitton (619) 621-9779 

 sam9820@hotmail.com 
Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
Mike Wheeler (619) 479-0546 

Immediate Past President 
Bart Grey (619) 281-9347 

Main-Line Editor 
Bill Hohnhorst (619) 461-5039 

Website Coodinator 
Alan Hamel  (858) 453-5297 

 alanchamel@aol.com 
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All Gauge Toy Train Association Of San Diego 
Presents Its 25 th Annual Family 

Open House & Toy Train Meet 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2010 
 7:30 Table Set Up 
 8:00 Sellers Set Up 
 9:00 Open to the Public 
 11:00   Big Auction 
 1:00 Giant Raffle 

 

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING 
TORREY PINES CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 
La Jolla (San Diego), CA 

Delicious Food & Beverages Available At The Open Ho use 
Visit agtta.com for additional club information 

 

ATTENTION SELLERS 
PRE-PAID 6-FOOT TABLES – ONLY $10 EACH 

Tables must be reserved by 6 PM, June 12, 2010 
Thereafter tables, if available, will be $15 each 

 

FOR TABLE RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 
Anthony Tarantino 

6444 Corsica Way, San Diego, CA  92111  
(858) 569-6603 

 

BIG AUCTION!  

Buyers & Sellers MUST sign up prior to start of Auc tion at 10:30 
Seller Club Donation of 10% for items sold up to Ma x of $10.00 per item 

NO credit card payment will be accepted - Payment s hould be CASH  
(Checks will be accepted from Train Club Members (A GTTA, TTOS, TCA, 

etc.) with current 2010 Membership card and ID only )  
Bob needs TWO VOLUNTEERS (11 AM-1 PM) to record auc tioned items  

Contact Bob Wall ASAP (858) 452-8955 to volunteer o r to get answers to any 
auction questions you might have. 
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Riki Henneberg,  also a San Diego 
resident who enjoys all gauges. 
  If you happen to meet any of our three new 
members please extend a very warm AGTTA 
welcome. 

2010 Membership Drive Status Report – Credit 
for two of our new members goes to Jon Everett  
and one to Jim Weatherford .  Way to go guys.  
That means that Jon has widened his lead in the 
Membership Drive Status with a total of four new 
members to his credit with Jim Murphy  & Jim 
Weatherford  with one each.  BUT, all is not lost 
for you guys & gals who would like to win the BIG 
PRIZE!  The Board agreed at the last Board 
Meeting to extend the official end of the Drive until 
after the July Meet with the award taking place at 
the August Meet.  So, you still have time sign up 
those new members.  But you better get moving! 

2010 Membership Renewal & Status – Our 
Secretary and Membership Director, Jim 
Weatherford , is happy to report that long-time 
member Scott Kugler  renewed his membership 
for 2010.  Jim reports that we now have 135 paid 
members for 2010 including six new members.  
Great news!  

CLUB NEWS 
SDMRM Balboa Park Flyer Run Is Cancelled – 
Unfortunately our first 2010 Run Session at the SD 
Model Railroad Museum, scheduled for Saturday, 
May 22nd to Sunday, June 6th had to be canceled.  
Here is President Bob’s statement:  

“I’m sorry to report that the “S” gauge 
layout run at Balboa Park has been cancelled.  I 
know many of us were looking forward to a fun run 
and are very disappointed. 

MAY RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Bob Schultz K-Line B&O ‘O’ S-2 Diesel Engine Provided by AGTTA  
Jay Thompson Lionel ‘O’ Automatic Crossing Gate Provided by AGTTA  
Steve Pierce UMD C&NW ‘O’ Stockcar Provided by AGTTA  
Greg Drusch Lionel ‘O’ Depressed w/ Cable Reel Flatcar Provided by AGTTA 
Caroline Poindexter AMF ‘S’ American Flyer Lines Flatcar w/ derrick Provided by AGTTA 
Harlan Hatz BHM ‘O’ Vehicle Assortment Provided by AGTTA 
Greg Drusch L-Line D&H Hopper (k622-1451 Donated by Ron Decker  
Richard Thompson K-Line ‘O-27’ 042 Switch Donated by Ron Decker  
Harlan Hatz Framed Picture of Lionel Plant Donated by Bob Lawrence  
Bob Schultz Train Wheel / Spike Plaque Donated by Bob Lawrence 
Jim Andrews 2 HO Riveriossi Passenger Car Sets Donated by Bob Villars  
Jim Andrews ‘G’ Christmas Train Set Donated by Jon Everett  
Bart Greg 1963 Lionel Catalog Donated by Bob Lawrence  
Caroline Poindexter 3 K-Line Catalogs Donated by Bob Lawrence  
Christine Poindexter 2 Lionel Catalogs Donated by Bob Lawrence  
Richard Thompson T-Shirt - “Training” Donated by Lee Davis  
Greg Smyth T-Shirt – “San Diego Training” Donated by Lee Davis  
Jay Thompson T-Shirt – “Training” Donated by Lee Davis  
 T-Shirt – “Training” Donated by Lee Davis  
Jim Andrews 7 Issues of Collecting Toys Magazines Donated by Ed Karper  
Steve Pierce 9 Issues of 1997 Classic Toy Train Magazines Donated by Jon Everett  
Greg Smyth 9 Issues of 1998 Classic Toy Train Magazines Donated by Jon Everett  
Greg Drusch “Tigers of the Sea” USN History VHS Donated by Bill Hess  
Wendell Callahan Model Railroad Magazines  
Greg Drusch “Wheels” VHS 
Caroline Poindexter Walther’s HO Catalog  
Steve Pierce Amtrak Battery Operated Train 
Jim Andrews Wooden Truck  

A “S pecial Thank Y ou!” to all the super  Members  who donated to the May Raffle.   
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As the module setup was progressing at 
the museum today we were informed that due to a 
scheduling conflict with the Pacific Beach Room 
we would not be able to operate during the time 
period previously agreed to. 

I really want to thank Steve Pierce, Mike 
Quigg, Lee Davis, Al Keil and Alan Hamel  for 
their dedicated effort in transporting, loading and 
unloading, setting up and taking apart the layout 
during this frustrating afternoon.” 

25th Annual Open House & Toy Train Meet – 
Saturday, June 19 th – We are just weeks away 
from our biggest get-together of the year.  All the 
details are included in the full page flyer on page 
three.  If you haven’t gotten your table reserved by 
now, you might be out of luck as it appears that 
table sales are near the sell-out point.  This of 
course is great news and we are so excited by the 
prospects of another excellent turnout.  If you still 
need a table please give Tony Tarantino  a call 
today (858-569-6603) to find out the current status.   

May Meet Free-Bee Table Brings Huge Turnout 
– Without question the May Meet witnessed our 
largest turnout of both members and table sales 
this year.  Of course, that was due largely to “Old 
Smokey” Ed Karper’s  annual Free-Bee table 
extravagancy.  Due to Ed’s efforts it was the 
biggest Free-Bee table ever.  It appeared that 
everyone in the Hall walked out with some goodie.  
 Ed sent along the following note: 

“To repeat a word used often in the PBS 
program, Antique Road Show, WOW!!!  Wasn’t 
that a really enjoyable Free-Bee Table at last 
month’s Meet?  Now you know why we’re the envy 
of all the local clubs and the big ones up in LA.  I 
wish to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who donated items plus the ones who added to the 
fun that evening: Pat Archer, Jim Weatherford, 
Carl Lewis, Derek Westwood, Bart Grey, Mike 
Quigg, Lee Davis, Bill Hungerford, Gary Varvis, 
Mike Melkonian  and a few others that my old 
memory has forgotten.   

Again thanks to all, keep collecting and we 
will do it all again next year. 

  Regards – Ed Karper” 

What Is It?   – In the May Main-Line there was a 
picture of Bill Hungerford  holding a green 
something with the caption of “What Is It?”  Well if 
you missed the answer at the May Meet here is 
how Pres Bob described it:  “It was a piece of a 
train rack that held train track and was in the store 
window of Frank the Trainman.”  Now you know. 

 

MODEL RAILROAD NEWS 
Allied Model Trains Is Back – Originally founded 
in 1946 in West Los Angeles, Allied Model Trains 
maintained a wonderful tradition of providing the 
very best in model railroading supplies from all 
corners of the world.   After being closed for a while 
they have relocated to a new store in a stunning, 
new art deco building.  It’s on the same side of the 
street, just one building north of their previous 
location, at 4371 Sepulveda Blvd. in Culver City. 
They are promising to provide customers with the 
same world-class inventory you have come to know 
with a fresh emphasis and focus on providing you 
with friendly, dedicated and professional service. 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
Main-Line PDF Extended Version Update – I 
would like to take a second to thank members 
Frank Morgano and Jay Thompson  for making 
the decision to stop receiving the Main-Line hard 
copy issue, opting instead to receive the online 
PDF version.   In addition one of our new members 
opted to receive the PDF version as well.  That 
means we now have 49 members who have signed 
on to receiving just the PDF Version.  That is a 
savings of over $500 dollars in Main-Line 
expenses.  Thanks again to all those who have 
signed up for the online PDF version.  ��

The UP SP Heritage Cover Page Engine – On 
July 30, 2005 Union Pacific unveiled an 
unprecedented new Heritage series of locomotives 
that honored the people and the railroads that 
have made UP what it had become.  Each 
locomotive in the series had a unique paint 
scheme, incorporating elements of each of the six 
major railroads that merged with Union Pacific: the 
Missouri Pacific, Western Pacific, Missouri-
Kansas-Texas (Katy), Chicago & North Western, 
Southern Pacific, and Denver & Rio Grande.   

The Heritage Series marked the fifth time in 
company history that Union Pacific has painted 
locomotives in colors other than the traditional UP 
"Armour Yellow" paint scheme.  Previously, 
locomotives were custom made in 1991 to honor 
UP employees serving in the Persian Gulf War, in 
1994 to call attention to the United Way Campaign, 
in 1996 for the Atlanta Games Olympic Torch 
Relay Train, and in 2002 for the Salt Lake City 
Games Olympic Torch Relay Train.  

The SP Heritage engine was unveiled in 
August, 2006 and yours truly believes it is the best 
looking of the group. 

�
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MAY MEET  

 
Bob Schultz's 400E Penny Saver Train On The 

Display Table 
 

 
Ed Jablonsky - The Train Sale King 

 

 
Malia Carl Brought Home-Baked Short Bread 

Cup Cakes To Go Along With Fresh 
Strawberries And Vanilla Ice Cream

FREE-BEE TABLE ����

 
   

Derek Westwood Assists Ed Karper in Getting 
the Free-Bee Table Ready for the Onslaught 

 

 
The Mad Scramble Is On 

 

 
There’s Something For Everyone 
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The 1033 90 watt transformer was 
inexpensive, easy to use, multi-purpose, and had 
medium power output.  They were sold separately 
and were included in many sets.  Only Lionel 
knows for sure how many of these transformers 
were produced from 1948 through 1956; I know 
they're at every train meet in quantity and are still 
realistically priced. 

The 1033 90 watt transformer is subject to 
many of the ailments that plague its larger cousins, 
i.e., bad power cord, loss of whistle control, 
malfunctioning circuit breaker, and dirty contacts.   

The variable track control (the right hand 
control) provides output when using the A and U 
binding posts from a minimum of 6 volts to a 
maximum of 16 volts.  Using the B and U bindings 
posts allows a variable voltage of 0 to 11 volts.  
You can obtain constant voltages of 5, 11, and 16 
from the accessory posts.  The whistle/direction 
control handle will provide temporary power 
interrupts when twisted to the left and will impress 
a DC pulse on the track voltage to activate the 
steam whistle or diesel horn relays when twisted to 
the right (5 volts are added to compensate for the 
losses of the whistle control circuit).  There is inter-
nal circuit breaker protection but no indicator light. 

One major disadvantage of the 1033 is the 
16 volt maximum output.  Characteristically, as you 
load an unregulated transformer by more than 50 
percent, the voltage available to the track 
decreases.  So a word to the wise, don't use this 
transformer to run large layouts or any of the dual 
motored diesels with lighted passenger cars. 

This Tech Tip will address replacing the 
power cord.  Symptoms of a bad power cord are:  

a.   cracked, brittle, or split insulation, 
b.   erratic power output especially when 

moving the cord near the plug, and 
c.   no output at all. 
If you're uncertain about the condition of 

the power cord, test it by bending it double, 
squeezing it near the bend, and observing if the 
insulation cracks.  Always bend it the opposite way 
and check for cracks again.  If in doubt, replace 
the cord.  Replacement cords with molded two-
prong plugs are available at most hardware stores. 

Safety Precautions:   Caution is important when 
working with the high voltage input to the 
transformer.  DO NOT attempt any of these repairs 
if you have any doubts or are uncomfortable about 
working with electrical wiring.  Take the defective 
transformer to a qualified Lionel repairman.  
Always put the case back on before plugging in the 
power cord. 

JUNE TECH TIP 
HOW TO REPLACE THE 1033 POWER CORD  By Jim Weatherford 
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REMEMBER TO ALWAYS UNPLUG THE 
POWER CORD FROM THE OUTLET WHEN 

WORKING ON THE INSIDE OF THE 
TRANSFORMER!! 

Follow these steps to replace a defective power 
cord: 

1.   Remove the two handles (red and black). Lift 
straight up at the pivot point.  Usually you can 
remove it by hand.  If too tight, use two 
opposing flat blade screw drivers (slide them 
under the bottom of the handle) to pry the 
handle up. 

2.   Remove the four terminal post binding nuts. 
3.   Remove the four Phillips head case screws. 
4.   Remove the bakelite case and set it aside. 
5.   Unsolder the power cord at the two lugs.  Be 

careful not to break the small primary core 
wires that are looped around the solder 
eyelets.   
HINT:  I like to cut the old power cord about an 
inch from the solder eyelets so I don't have to 
fool with the long cord. 

6.   Separate the end of the power cord about 2 
inches. 

7.   Strip 1/2 inch of the power cord insulation off 
each wire. 

8.   Twist the stranded wire so there are no loose 
strands and tin the wire. 

9.   Using needle-nosed pliers, put a small bend in 
the middle of the tinned end. (See Picture 4.) 

10.  Heat the solder eyelet and insert the tinned 
wire.  Do the same for the other wire. (See 
Picture 5.) 

11.  Tie a single knot in the cord to act as a strain 
relief at the point where the cord leaves the 
case.  (See Picture 6.) 

12.  Put the case back on the transformer and 
secure it with the four screws. 

13.  Put the red and black handles on the control 
posts. 

14.  Plug the power cord in the wall outlet and test 
the voltage output of the transformer at all 
posts. 

 

 
Picture 4 

 

 
Picture 5 

 

 
Picture 6 
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts & Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 
 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2010 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
JUNE 26 / SEPT. 25 / 8 AM – 1 PM 

Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 
4838 Old Cliffs Road 

San Diego, CA  92120 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon-Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 258-0862  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive,  

Santee, CA 

 

 

Rock House Station 
Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 

Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

rockhousestation@hotmail.com  
2505 Main Street, Suite 5,  

Ramona, CA 
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Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am-8pm Mon-Sat 

Eric Bense 858-578-2395 

10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

Bruce Cameron, Manager 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 

E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

 

Elystoys 
Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 

Jean & Dave Ely 515-664-8217 

Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com 

D&S Hobbies  
28636 Old Town Front Street, Suite 100 

Temecula, CA  92590 

Wanted to buy N-HO-G Service and Repairs: 
Lionel & American Flyer Trains, Accessories, 
Trains, Parts, Accessories and Transformers   

Scott L. Kugler Hours: 
Debbie I. Kugler Mon, Wed, Thurs. 9am - 6pm 
dnsslk@msn.com Fri, Sat, Sun 10am - 7pm 

 Phone: 951-694-1773 
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INSPECTION CARS OF THE MONTH 
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Jun 6 Sunday TTOS SW Division June Meet 
   www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm  
Jun 19 Saturday AGTTA Big Open House Meet 
 Bob Wall  (858) 452-8955 
Jun 27 Sunday TTOS-SP Division June Meet 
  Ken Flory (714) 538-8218 
Jul 8 Thursday AGTTA July Meet 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 

Jul 11 Sunday TTOS SW Division July Meet 
   www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm  
Jul 25 Sunday TTOS-SP Division July Meet 
  Ken Flory (714) 538-8218 
Aug 12 Thursday AGTTA August Meet 
 Bob Wall  (858) 452-8955   
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 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 6621 Cartwright Street 

 San Diego, CA  92120-2407  
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEET: 
Saturday, June 19 th  

All Day Open House & Train Meet 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 

JULY MEET DATE: 
Thursday, July 8 th 

 

 

 


