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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  

To all of our members and their 
families.   

I want to thank all of you 
for coming out for the 
“Christmas Banquet” especially 
those who helped make it 
happen.  For those people who 
did not attend, I will be 
presenting the remainder of the 

Certificates of Appreciation at the January 
meeting. 

Del Mar 2-4 December, we made another 
public appearance with our Multi-Gauge layout.  
Thank you to the crew who set up and broke down 
the layout for this one weekend event.  And thank 
to all of you who came out and operated trains and 
kept the layout in constant operation.  Hopefully 
we have attracted a few new members to our club 
as a result. 

 

 

 

��������������������������������	 			
���
���
���
���� ���
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASS OCIATION 

VOL. 33, NO. 01      SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA      JAN UARY 2012 
 

������������	 			���

���
���

���
���

���
���

���
� ���
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 

How To Solder Effectively  
To kick off this year’s How-To Clinic, we would like 
to welcome back one of the Club’s Guest Experts.  
Back by popular demand Mike Wheeler  will be 
making another demonstration on a subject that 
every model train guy needs to know how to do, 
that being the proper and effective way to solder.   
It’s been over three years since Mike last showed 
us the proper techniques.  It’s time for a refresher 
lesson for sure.   

CLINIC START TIME:  5:15 PM 
Come to the Meet and support your Clinics!  And 
as always if you have any ideas for future Clinics 
make sure you pass them along to Jim.  He would 
love to have your suggestions.  
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For our all day meet on 10 December I 
want to extend my thanks to all of our members 
who helped make this event a success.  An 
event like this is not just setting up and breaking 
down the hall, all of our members are our 
AMBASSADORS.  You represent the club and 
the hobby as a whole.  I would hope that we 
have recruited more than a few new members as 
a result.   

I don’t want to reveal too much right now 
but there will be another “Special Raffle”.  Board 
members have been assembling the components 
of a very desirable set from the mid-1950s.  If I 
am not mistaken, all of the cars have been 
secured.  More information to follow in the next 
few months. 

I have started our portable layout in 
progress.  I have the two end sections put 
together using Hornby double track curves.  
Inner track is approx O-48, the outer is a bit 
larger.  The track is tubular and compatible with 
regular Lionel O-gauge track in terms of overall 
height and shape of rails and ties.  Eventually it 
will show that many brands and styles of O-
gauge track are directly compatible.  I am hoping 
to get some assistance from our young people in 
the actual construction of this ongoing project.   

My apologies to AGTTA for me not being 
able to attend either Del Mar or the All Day Meet, 
I was severely under the weather.  I worked an 
overnight on the USS Midway and started to lose 
my voice Saturday evening.  I ended up going 
home rather than staying over as I usually do.  I 
was still not myself the following Saturday.   

I am looking forward to a fantastic year at 
AGTTA. 

           Ed Samsen                                                          

AGTTA 2012 MEET DATES 
Just in case you didn’t put all our 2012 

Meet dates on your new 2012 Calendar, here 
they are again. 

January 12 July 12 
February 9 August 9 
March 8 September 13 
April 12 October 11 
May 10 November 8 
June 16 - Open Houses -  December 8 

June 16th and December 8th are the dates 
for our big All Day Open House events.  Sure 
hope to see you at these and all our 2012 
monthly Meets, which all fall on the 2nd Thursday 
of the month. 
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Main-Line Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  Big All-Day 
Saturday Meets are held in June & December. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com  

2012 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
President 

Ed Samsen (760) 458-4791 
 edoptician@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele (619) 644-1247 
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Jim Weatherford (619) 287-8687 

 wxfd@cox.net 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Andy Anderson 858-274-9178 
 ����������	
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Dave Campbell (619) 575-7578  

 airportinfomation@san.rr.com 
Steve Mitton (619) 621-9779 

 sam9820@hotmail.com 
Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
 Greg Smyth (619) 476-9942 
  gregsmyth@earthlink.net 
Immediate Past President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Website Coordinator 
Alan Hamel  (858) 453-5297 

 alanchamel@aol.com 
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2011 AGTTA APPRECIATION AWARDS 
At the end of each year the Club recognizes those members and organizations whose 

generous efforts during the year were put forth in support of our Club.  As a result of their efforts our 
Club continues to be the fun and successful organization that we enjoy.  �

The following 2011 Club Appreciation Awards were presented at the Christmas Dinner to the 
following recipients: 

Butch Alvarado  Turkey Raffle & Items for the Meet Display Tables  
Andy Anderson  Meet Table Setup & Certificate Award Printing 
Pat Archer  Layout Tour Host & Raffle Donations 
Gary Butzke  Layout Operations 
Wendell Callahan  Meet Layout Displays 
Malia Carl  Layout Maintenance Support & Meet Refreshments 
Marshall Carpenter Meet Table Setup and Clean Up 
Cheryl Lyman Meet Refreshments 
Steve Currie Raffle Donations 
Lee Davis Layout Operations & Meet Table Setup 
Dennis Drake Raffle Donations 
Greg Drusch Layout Operations & Meet Table Setup 
Garth Empey Layout Setup 
Carol & Roland Frandsen Meet Table Teardown & Clean Up 
Bob Graves Layout Setup & Operations 
Riki Henneberg Layout Display at All-Day Open House Events 
Bill Hess  Internet & Store Club Advertisement Promotion 
Fred Holmes Meet Table Setup 
Bill Hungerford Layout Storage & Maintenance Support 
Gary Jarvis Items for Meet Display Tables 
Ed & Rebecca Jones  Raffle Donations & Meet Table Setup 
Al Keil  Layout Operations 
Warrie Leeke Layout Setup 
Carl Lewis   Raffle Donations 
Syd Mason  Items for Meet Display Tables 
Jim Osborne How-To Clinic Guest Instructor 
Roland Pierce Meet Refreshment Support 
Caroline Poindexter  Raffle Donations & Layout Operations 
Christine Poindexter Raffle Donations & Layout Operations 
Mike Quigg Layout Maintenance, Setup & Operations 
Tony Shanley How-To Clinic  Guest Instructor 
Anthony Tarantino Table Coordinator for All-Day Open House Events 
Richard Thomson Raffle Donations & Layout Operations 
Steve Waggoner Meet Table Setup, Tear Down & Refreshments 
Marvin Wait Layout Tour Host 
Jerry Ward Meet Layout Displays 
Derek Westwood Meet Layout Displays 
Mike Wheeler How-To Clinic Guest Instructor 
Torrey Pines Christian Meeting Hall Support 
SD Model RR Museum Club Promotion via Layout Display Location 
The Barbecue Pit Open Houses Food Catering 
TTOS Southern Pacific Division Advertising & Joint Picnic 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
New Members – Wow!  December was a fantastic 
month in the Membership Department.  Jim 
Weatherford  received four new memberships and 
one 2010 renewing member.  First off we would 
like to extend a very warm “Welcome Aboard!” to 
new members Michael Carroll, Dan 
Golembiewski,  Gene Rumsey & Caleb, and 
Rafael Salinas.   And next we would like to 
welcome back Jeff Lower  who has renewed his 
membership.  ��� �� �� �

2011 Membership Total  – Counting our four new 
members and one renewing member Jim reports 
that our final 2011 membership total was 152.   
That is excellent!�

2012 Membership Dues  – Club Secretary Jim 
Weatherford  reports that he has received a good 
number of 2012 Membership Renewals.  But with 
our final 2011 membership total being 152 there’s 
a whole bunch of you guys have not yet turned in 
your renewal.  If you one of these folks it’s time to 
fill out your 2012 Membership Renewal form (a 
copy of which was attached to the e-mail 
containing this January PDF MainLine) and get it 
in the mail today along with your Renewal Check.  
Or better yet just bring it to the January Meet and 
give it to Jim.  As you know it’s a small investment 
for being a member of this outstanding club!�

CHRISTMAS DINNER GATHERING 
The social highlight of the AGTTA year is 

year after year our Christmas Dinner Gathering.  It 
is always special to see so many of our significant 
others in their holiday finest and looking so nice.  
This year’s gathering was another outstanding 
success thanks to all of you who attended and to 
the efforts of several Club members. 

Jon Everett  worked again with the folks at 
Giovanni’s Italian Restaurant who put on another 
expansive, all you could eat buffet of Lasagna, 
Spaghetti & Meat Balls, three different pizzas, 
salad, bread and drinks, all for the very low price of 
just $16.  And you members know a good deal 
when they see one as we exceeded last year’s 
turnout with 75 in attendance this year.  

After enjoying our delicious feast it was 
time to move on to the other fun parts of the 
evening.  First up was the presentation of the 
annual Club Appreciation Awards by Club 
President Ed Samsen .  These beautiful 
certificates, created and printed by Andy 
Anderson , were presented to some very 
deserving recipients.  You can see the complete 
list on the preceding page.  

Next up was the Ladies Only Drawing,  the 
Club’s way of showing our ladies that we 
appreciate their toleration of our “little-boy” hobby.  
Lucky ticket holders chose from ten $25 Gift Cards 
that the Club had purchased and several other 
nice items that had been donated including a very 
festive Christmas Wreath created by Carol 
Leonard .  This year’s lucky winners were: 

Linda Anderson  Cheryl Lyman 
Linda Brandt Caroline Poindexter 
Barb Everett Christine Poindexter 
Joyce Keil Irene Smith 
Karen Knapp Betsey Snead 
Jerry Knonent Annette Weatherford 
Lauren Leeke  

And to conclude the evening’s festivities we 
once again enjoyed the Club’s Biggest Raffle of 
the Year .   As he always does, Raffle Master Bob 
Wall  did another incredible job of gathering 
together a ton of wonderful train “goodies”.  The 
extensive list of happy winners can be found on 
the page ?. 

From the smiles you’ll see on the pictures 
on the following pages you can tell it was a 
wonderful and festive evening.  We would like to 
thank all of you who were in attendance and 
helped make it a so special.  And for those who 
didn’t attend we hope you’ll not let that happen 
again next December. 

San Diego Model Railroad Museum  

Model Railroad 
Swap Meet 

Saturday, February 11, 2012  
7 am – 11 am 

Cost:  Buyers $2 / Sellers $5 
Sellers must arrive by 6:30 for setup & must 

furnish their own tables 

Coffee & Donuts will be available for purchase  

For additional info call Swap Meet 
Coordinator Jim Anderson – (619) 224-1041 or 

the Museum Office – (619) 696-0199 

 www.sdmrm.org  
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Just one of the happy tables at our Club Christmas Dinner Gathering 

 

 
Gary Jarvis, Bob Shultz & Kate, Dennis Snead & his Lovely Wife  

CHRISTMAS DINNER PHOTO GALLERY 
Photos taken by Bill Hohnhorst �
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Bart Grey, Steve Pierce and Caroline & Christine Po indexter 

 
Another Happy Table of the Mirabel’s & the Jablonsk y’s  
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Greg Smyth, George Varvarousis & Their Lovely Wives  

 
Andy Anderson & Bob Wall 
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Bob Graves, Jim Andrews, Gary Butzke & Frank Morgan o enjoying a Guys Night Out 

 
Warrie Leeke & his Lovely Wife 
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Marshal Carpenter & Cheryl Lyman 

 
Linda Anderson & Montse Hohnhorst 
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Charles Smith & His Lovely Wife 

 
Steve Waggoner & Jon Everett seem to be having an e njoyable time
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Everyone seemed to enjoy the buffet that featured a ll kinds of Italian Delights 

 
As you can see Bob Wall put together another fantas tic Christmas Dinner Raffle. 

Editor’s Note:   I tried to get photos of everyone at the Dinner but obviously I missed some.  If your 
picture was not included I apologize for missing your table.
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CLUB NEWS 
Another Success At Del Mar – Again this year 
the Club was invited to display its multi-gauge 
layout at the Great Train Expo at the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds on Dec. 3rd & 4th.  Here is what Bob 
Wall  had to report on this very successful outing. 

AGTTA layout run in early December at the 
Great Train Expo held at the Del Mar Fair Grounds 
was a great success in advertising the Club’s 
December Open House Meet  and getting new 
members.  Thanks to the many members listed 
below who showed up to assist in the setup on 
Friday, who operated trains on Saturday and 
Sunday, and who helped dismantle it Sunday 
afternoon and take it back to Bill Hungerford’s for 
winter  storage and repairs,  Andy Anderson, 
Steve Pierce, Mike Quigg, Bart Grey, Alan 
Hamel, Jon Everett, Lee Davis, Bob Wall, Garth 
Empey, Greg Smyth, Tony Tarantino, Jim 
Weatherford, Mike Wheeler, Bill Hungerford, 

Riki Hennenberg, Caroline and Christine 
Poindexter, & Malia Carl . 

Thanks to everyone’s efforts the Club 
Treasury benefited to the tune of $100 that was 
contributed by the Great Train Expo folks for 
having our display at the event.  Way to go guys! 

You’ll find photos taken during the layout 
setup and operation beginning on next page. 

Special Raffle #3  – has been completed.  At the 
All Day Holiday Meet the last tickets were sold 
and the winning ticket drawn.  I’m pleased to 
report that the winner was none other then long 
time Club Member, supporter AND Escondido 
resident Pat Archer .   Pat who has lived in 
Escondido most of his life really wanted to win 
the prize as he can remember going to the 
Escondido RR Station at its original site (it was 
later moved to a nearby park).  The limited 
edition print is now proudly hanging on Pat and 
Gretchen’s family room fireplace.  
Congratulations Mr. Pat.  ��� �� �� �
  

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS DINNER RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Tony Shanley K-Line ‘O’ Alco A-A Diesel & 4 Passenger Cars Provided by AGTTA 
Charles Smith Williams ‘O’ GP-9 B&O Diesel Provided by AGTTA 
Greg Drusch Lionel ‘O’ GP9 BAR Diesel with Caboose Provided by AGTTA 
Frank Morgano AMF ‘S’ Santa Fe Dockside Switcher Provided by AGTTA 
Bill Hohnhorst Lionel Operating Shell Oil Derrick Provided by AGTTA 
George Varvarousis MTH ‘O’ Operating Coaling Tower Provided by AGTTA 
Butch Alvarado MTH ‘O’ #817 Tin Plate Red/Peacock Caboose Provided by AGTTA 
Bob Wall Lionel Blanket Provided by AGTTA 
Christine Poindexter AMF ‘W’ Semaphore Block Signal Provided by AGTTA 
Toney Shanley MTH ‘O’ #151 Operating Semaphore Signal Provided by AGTTA 
Riki Henneberg MTH ‘O’ #153 Block Signal Provided by AGTTA 
Jim Andrews ‘S’ 1995 Happy Holidays Boxcar Provided by AGTTA 
David Pierce Lionel ‘O’ Mr. & Mrs. Santa Handcar Provided by AGTTA 
Jon Everett MTH ‘O’ Glasshopper 3-Bay Cyl. Hopper Provided by AGTTA 
Syd Mason Dream-Plan-Build Vol. 5 Layout Tips DVD Provided by AGTTA 
Richard Thomson Lionel Century Club Jewelry Box Provided by AGTTA 
Ernesto Gutierrez Lionel ‘O’ Milwaukee Boxcar w/ Spring Trucks Provided by AGTTA 
Larry Pearson Lionel ‘O’ NYC Flatcar with Coil Reels Provided by AGTTA 
Bob Shultz Lionel ‘O’ Automatic Crossing Gate Signal  Provided by AGTTA 
Tim Lewis Lionel ‘O’ Lionel Lines Circuit Stockcar Provided by AGTTA  
Larry Pearson Lionel ‘O’ Southern Bunk Car Provided by AGTTA 
Charles Smith MTH ‘O’ MYC Boxcar Provided by AGTTA 
Ed Samsen Dept 56 Lionel Electric Train Shop Building Provided by AGTTA 
Steve Currie Lionel ‘O’ Alcoa Hopper with Spring Trucks Provided by AGTTA 
Dennis Snead Lionel ‘O’ Milwaukee CVD Quad Hopper  Provided by AGTTA 
Jim Brandt Lionel “O” Reynolds Alum CVD Quad Hopper Provided by AGTTA 

A Big ”Congratulations!” to all the winners at the Christmas Dinner Raffle.   
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OK, first the legs must be added 

 

 
OK guys, now what goes where? 

 

DEL MAR PHOTO GALLERY 
Photos taken by Bob Wall �
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OK, now we’re getting somewhere 

 

 
Andy & Alan have gotten the BIG level out for this job  
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Happy Holiday Operators Christine & Caroline Poinde xter, Bart Grey & Mike Quigg 

 

 
Tony Tarantino also was among the operators
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2nd Annual All-Day Holiday Meet – Another 
event on what was a very busy Holiday Season 
was our 2nd Annual All-Day Holiday Meet.  It was 
without question another resounding success with 
table sales equaling that of our June Meet 
(thanks to Tony Tarantino ).  The Hall was 
completely filled with tables in addition to the 
outside entryway.  Some members said that they 
thought that there were actually more sellers at 
this Meet then they had been the weekend before 
at Del Mar.  And the turnout was fantastic with 
lots and lots of buyers coming through the doors.  
When entering they were greeted in the foyer by 
trains running on our Multi-Gauge layout.  Riki 
Hennenberg  also had his G-scale trains running 
on the Hall Stage.  The Barbecue Pit folks 
provided a delicious luncheon menu of BBQ 
treats while Steve Mitton  ensured there was an 
adequate supply of soft drinks available.   
 
 

And as he did last year Alan Hamel  donned his 
Polar Express Conductor’s attire to the delight of 
all the kids who accompanied their parents to the 
Meet.  To bring the event to a close, as he always 
does, Raffle Master Bob Wall  put together yet 
another fantastic Raffle which had Bart Grey  
calling out the lucky ticket numbers.  (A list of all 
the lucky winners can be found in this month’s 
PDF Extended Version Main-Line as well as 
pictures taken during the Meet.)  This Meet has 
proved to be very successful.  And with the future 
of the Great Train Expo event at Del Mar being 
somewhat shaky as a result of fewer sellers and 
buyers our Meet might become the only one 
around come next December.  Whether that 
proves to be the case or not our Meet will 
continue to be the event to attend to buy trains, 
thanks to all of you. 

HOLIDAY ALL DAY PHOTO GALLERY 
Photos taken by Bob Wall & Bill Hohnhorst �
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The Hall was once again full of all kinds of train related goodies 
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Polar Express Conductor Alan Hamel & Engineer Al Ke il 

 
Hey Mom, look what I’ve got 



 

January, 2012 19 PDF Extended Version AGTTA Main-Line 

 

 
Happy Club Members Pat & Gretchen Archer & Bill Hoh nhorst 

 

 
Ticket Holders Awaiting the Big Raffle 
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Two Young Volunteer Ticket Raffle Drawers 

 
And look whose tickets we drew?  How lucky can we g et? 
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     Jim Andrews takes come a nice raffle prize as does this young man, the future of our hobby 

 
Alan made many young & not so young people very hap py as he punched their tickets
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A Special Thank You To MainLine PDF Only 
Only Subscribers – To show our appreciation to 
all the members who have opted to forgo 
receiving a mailed M-L version and receive the 
PDF Extended Version AGTTA Main-Line only  
two special holiday gifts were received in their E-
mail Inboxes.  For Christmas they received a file 
containing all of Jim Weatherford’s  monthly 
Tech Tips  that were published in the years 2007 
and 2008.  And as a New Year’s gift they received 
a file containing all the Tech Tips from 2009 and 
2010.  Now instead of having to look through all 
the old M-L’s to find a Tech Tip they just have to 
check in one of two files.  If you didn’t receive 
these two Master Tech Tip file e-mails because 
you still receive the printed M-L it’s not too late to 
get copies.  Just let me know that you would like 
to receive the PDF Extended Version AGTTA 
Main-Line only  and I will make sure that Jim 
Weatherford updates the mailing roster to reflect 
your desire and I will then send you the two files.  
It’s a win for you and a win for the Club Treasury.  
What not do it now? 

Special Raffle #4 –  The Board is in the final 
stages of putting together a GG-1 Classic Lionel 
Train Set that will be the Grand Prize in our 
Special Raffle #4.  We hope to have it ready to 
unveil at this coming Thursday’s January Meet.  
This is going to be one set that everyone is going 
to want to own for we are confident that you’ll  
going to like this set. 

Interesting News – Just thought you might like 
to know that the Pacific Southwest Railroad 
Museum just concluded their most successful 
Holiday Season ever.  Their four weekends of 
North Pole Limited trains carried 3,442 
passengers, surpassing last year’s NPL ridership 
of 3,200 passengers.  And for the year their total 
ridership was 10,915, exceeding 10,000 
passengers for the first time since 2008 with 
almost half of those passengers taking in the 
special events on the Pumpkin Express and the 
North Pole Limited.  Congratulations to our 
PSRM brethren. 

 

DECEMBER HOLIDAY ALL DAY MEET RAFFLE RESULTS  
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Ernesto Gutierrez Lionel ‘O’ TCA Bicentennial Special Set Provided by AGTTA 
Ramon Lionel ‘O’ Lionel Lines Steam Engine & Tender Provided by AGTTA 
Caroline Poindexter MTH ‘O’ Operating Coaling Tower Provided by AGTTA 
Mike Melkonian Lionel ‘O’ #497 Coaling Station Provided by AGTTA 
Steve Pierce Lionel ‘O’ Lionelville Trolley w/ Black Letters Provided by AGTTA 
Greg Drusch Lionel Powerhouse 180 Transformer Provided by AGTTA 
Weldell Callahan RMT ‘O’ PRR Beep Diesel #8044 in Tuscan Provided by AGTTA 
Alexandra Toth AMF ‘W’ Team Freight Set Provided by AGTTA 
Bill Hungerford Lionel ‘O’ Bud Light Vat Car Provided by AGTTA 
Pat Archer AMF ‘W’ #587 Block Signal Provided by AGTTA 
Ernesto Gutierrez Lionel ‘O’ #6461 Depressed Flatcar w/Tractor Provided by AGTTA 
Greg Drusch AMF ‘W’ Celanese Chemical Sing Dome Tankcar Provided by AGTTA 
Pat Archer HMK ‘W’ Tin Oceanside Station Provided by AGTTA 
Jim Andrews AMF ‘S’ 1995 Christmas Boxcar Provided by AGTTA 
Paul Loughin Lionel ‘O’ Illuminated Freight Station Provided by AGTTA 
 Lionel ‘O’ Milwaukee Road Coal Hopper  Provided by AGTTA 
Pat Archer Lionel ‘O’ Lionel Lines Boxcar Provided by AGTTA 
Jim Andrews HMK Lionel Puzzle: On the Right Track Provided by AGTTA 
Greg Smyth Lionel Train Game: Double Crossing Provided by AGTTA 
Paul Louhin Thomas The Tank DVD: Tales From The Tracks Provided by AGTTA 
Tom Ingolio KLB DVD: Dream-Plan-Build Vol. 6 Layout Tips  Provided by AGTTA 
Tom Ingolio DVD: Lionel Nation 7 Donated by Butch Alvarado  
Pat Archer Lionel ‘O’ 12712 Sandy Andy Auto Ore Loader Donated by Jeff Meyer  

A Big ”Congratulations!” to all the winners at the Holiday All Day Meet Raffle.   
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Here are some Tips from Jim’s vast store of 
knowledge on the proper oiling and lubrication of 
model trains. 

How To Oil - Don't over oil the armature at the 
brush plate, too much oil will get on the brushes 
and cause future misery.  Do oil the side rods and 
valve gear on the steam engines, lightly of course.  
Do oil the axles at the bushings.  Don't oil the 
brushes.  Do oil the gear end of the armature on 
the other side of the motor.  Don't oil the whistle or 
horn relay.  Don't use heavy oil, use lightweight 
machine oil.  Never oil iron core electromagnetic 
plungers.  Don't oil any moving parts on the E-unit. 

How To Degrease - Clean iron core plungers with 
a tuner cleaner or a degreaser made for electrical 
components.  (This works especially well for E-
units.)  Always check plastic parts for compatibility 
with the degreaser before spraying, some plastic 
will melt.  You can clean the gearboxes, wheels, 
axles, brush plates, whistle relay armatures, pickup 
assemblies, or anything that has a buildup of old 
grease and dirt.  Remember to reapply new, clean 
oil or grease if needed. 

External Lubrication on Steam Locomotives  - 
Use light weight machine oil on the side and drive 
rods at each motion point.  Oil the valve gear and 
the crosshead guides.  Oil the armature at the 
brush plate and also at the gear end.  Don't oil the 

brushes.  Oiling the moving parts every four 
hours of operation will ensure longer operation 
without wear on the side gear. 

Lubricating The Whistling Tender - You can 
keep your whistling tender performing as its best 
with a little periodic maintenance.  Remove the 
shell and oil the armature shaft at the brush 
plate.  Don't oil the brushes!!  A lot of the older 
tenders had a oil wick on the brush plate.  
Saturate that with lightweight oil also. 

Wheel And Truck Maintenance - Tighten 
coupler head with pliers.  Bend, if necessary, the 
coupler so it is the same height as the rest of the 
cars.  This should be parallel with the track.  
Adjust the armature plate on magnetic couplers 
so the knuckle pin is tight against the coupler 
bottom.  Clean the wheels with fine wire brush or 
hobby tool buffer.  Degrease the axles at the 
wheels and re-oil with lightweight oil.  Clean the 
side frames with WD-40 and a soft toothbrush. 

Roller Pickup Maintenance - Don't use oil on 
roller axles, use spray degreaser.  Buff the roller 
using a hobby tool with a fine abrasive wheel, or 
use fine sand paper to remove dirt, grease, and 
corrosion.  Make sure the roller turns freely on 
the axles.  Replace if worn too much (has a 
pronounced groove).   

JANUARY 2012 TECH TIP 
OILING & LUBRICATION 

By Jim Weatherford 

 
Many thanks to Eddie Jablonsky for contributing thi s cartoon. 
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts & Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 
 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2012 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
TBD  

8 AM – 1 PM 
Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 

4838 Old Cliffs Road 
San Diego, CA  92120 

 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon - Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 449-9503  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive  

Santee, CA 
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Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 

Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

rockhousestation@hotmail.com  
2505 Main Street, Suite 5 

Ramona, CA 

����
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

 

������

����������������

����������������

����������������

������������������ ������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������  

Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am - 8pm - Mon - Sat 

Eric Bense (858) 578-2395 
10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

Steve Bovee, Owner 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 

E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

 

Elystoys 
Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 
Jean & Dave Ely (515) 664-8217
Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com

Lionel Value Added Dealer Wanted to buy: 
Authorized Service Station Trains of all gauges 
American Flyer sales & service and vintage toys  

D & S HOBBIES 
28636 Old Town Front Street, Suite 100 

Temecula, CA  92590 
Phone: (951) 694-1773  

Scott L. Kugler Mon:    9 – 6   / Thurs.: Closed 
Deborah L. Kugler Tues. 11 – 4   /  Fri.:  11 – 6 
dnsslk@msn.com Wed.: 11 – 6   /  Sat.:   9 – 6 
 Sun.: 11 - 4 
 



 

January, 2012 26 PDF Extended Version AGTTA Main-Line 

Jan 12 Thursday AGTTA January Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
Jan 22 Sunday TTOS-SP January Meet 
  Ken Flory (714) 538-8218 
Feb 9 Thursday AGTTA February Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
Feb 11    Saturday SDRRM Swap Meet    
  Jim Anderson (619) 224-1041 

Feb 12 Sunday TTOS SW February Meet 
  www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm   
Mar 3 Saturday OREM Spring Railroadiana  
  Swap Meet www.oerm.org   
Mar 8 Thursday AGTTA March Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
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 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 6621 Cartwright Street 

 San Diego, CA  92120-2407  
 
 
 
 

 

NEXT MEET: 
Thursday, January 12 th   

4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 

FEBRUARY MEET DATE: 
Thursday, February 9 th

 

 

 


