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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Happy Groundhog Day.  

Hopefully our hobby has not 
declined into the same-old, 
same-old akin to the movie of 
the same name.  I have been 
working on a number of train 
related projects that will be truly 
different.   

I have been reading 
about the demise of our hobby 

through a number of YAHOO groups that I read 
and occasionally participate in.  WE NEED NEW 
MEMBERS especially younger members.  We 
need to share our hobby with non-train people; 
those who are seasonal train people and anyone 
else with a remote interest in the hobby. 

I enjoy our club’s Show and Tell because it 
brings out the unusual, uncommon and even rare 
items that we do not see every day.  As you know I 
have an interest in trolleys and have brought a few 
David O King trolleys.  I just acquired a Pittman 
Freight Trolley and a Pittman Work Motor (un- 
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How To Solder Effectively 

Part 2  
At the January How-To Clinic, we welcomed back 
Mike Wheeler  to the Clinic table.  Mike’s subject 
was the proper and effective way to solder.   
Needless to say there are many things that need to 
be soldered in the model electric train world.  And 
Mike just didn’t have enough time at the January 
Clinic to cover everything.  Therefore, Mike is 
coming back this month to demonstrate all those 
subjects that he simply didn’t have time to go over 
last month.  Even if you didn’t attend last month’s 
Clinic you really should make a point not to miss 
Part 2 where you’ll learn from our own Club Expert 
how to solder like a pro.  Hope to see you there. 

CLINIC START TIME:  5:15 PM 
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powered).  In my parts box I know I have a 4-
wheel tinplate mechanism for the un-powered work 
motor. Keep this part of our meeting alive by 
bringing out your unusual or favorite train items. 

I must thank Jim Weatherford and the 
others who provide the repair seminars at our 
meetings.  I have learned a few things about toy 
train repair at these seminars. 

Upcoming events… Southwest Division 
has a meet on 12 February in Arcadia, see the 
calendar.  TCA NorCal is hosting its Spring Meet in 
the bay area.  I know it is a little early to start 
promoting this but Balboa Park/Model Railroad 
Museum operating session is a great club wide 
activity for all of us.  Bring out your favorite S O or 
Standard Gauge trains to operate. 

We have started selling tickets for the 
newest of our special raffles…the 1955 GG-1 
freight set.  Some of the items in the set were 
donated by club members, others had to be 
purchased.  Our major raffle sets are a great way 
to support the club and give you a chance to win a 
desirable Lionel set from the peak of the postwar 
era. 

           
Ed Samsen                                                                  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
New Members – January proved to be a great 
start to the New Year in the Membership 
Department as Jim Weatherford  received two 
new memberships.  We would like to extend a very 
warm “Welcome Aboard!” to new member Kincaid 
Hancock who lives in San Diego and is interested 
in O and HO gauges.  We also extend a warm 
welcome to Lyle Leverich who lives in Oceanside 
and prefers pre-war Lionel.  Welcome gentlemen.  
��� �� �� �

2012 Membership Total  – Counting our two new 
members Jim reports that our current membership 
total stands at 153.   However, that total includes 
41 2011 members who have not yet renewed their 
2012 membership.  �

2012 Membership Dues  – To all of those 
members who have renewed their membership for 
2012, we say “Thank You!”  for your continued 
support.  For those 41 members who have not yet 
done so time has come to fill out your 2012 
Membership Renewal form (see page 7) and get it 
in the mail TODAY along with your Renewal 
Check.  Or better yet, why not just bring it to the 
February Meet.  It truly is a very small investment 
to be a part of another outstanding AGTTA year to 
come. 
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Main-Line Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  Big All-Day 
Saturday Meets are held in June & December. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com  

2012 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
President 

Ed Samsen (760) 458-4791 
 edoptician@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele (619) 644-1247 
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Jim Weatherford (619) 287-8687 

 wxfd@cox.net 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Andy Anderson 858-274-9178 
 ����������	
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Dave Campbell (619) 575-7578  

 airportinfomation@san.rr.com 
Steve Mitton (619) 621-9779 

 sam9820@hotmail.com 
Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
 Greg Smyth (619) 476-9942 
  gregsmyth@earthlink.net 
Immediate Past President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Website Coordinator 
Alan Hamel  (858) 453-5297 

 alanchamel@aol.com 
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Please Note:   As the Club By-laws state, any 
member whose renewal is received after February 
28th will be assessed a $5 late fee.  Don’t let that 
happen to you; get that renewal in today! 

BOARD MEETING 
Your 2012 Board had its first Board Meeting of the 
year on January 10th at the Mona Lisa Restaurant 
on Waring Road in San Diego.  Being so early in 
the year there wasn’t a whole lot to discuss.  But 
one very important item was agreeing to the 
particulars for Special Raffle #4.  We’ve learned 
from quite a bit from our first three Special Raffles 
and wanted to incorporate these “lessons learned” 
in this raffle.  If you haven’t already, please turn to 
the next page to check out all the details on this 
very exciting Special Raffle #4. 

CLUB NEWS 
Gary Jarvis Wins Award  For  Layout – First off 
my apologies to Gary for not posting this in the 
January MainLine for I should have included it in 
that issue, but simply forgot to do so.  “This” is the 
story of Gary’s participation in the Christmas In 
The Village weekend that La Mesa puts on every 
Christmas Season. 

Being a longtime La Mesa resident Gary 
does his banking at a local bank in the Village.  
The bank manager, who is one of the top 

coordinator for the Christmas In The Village event, 
knows that Gary loves model trains.  So in support 
of the event he asked Gary to put together a small 
model train layout for display in the store window 
of a beauty salon next to the bank.  How could 
Gary refuse? 

So, Gary went down to the salon, 
measured the size of the window, and built a very 
wonderful display that fit perfectly.  Using a 
modern MTH steam engine with all the latest bells, 
whistles and smoke running on MTH scaletrax it 
was a fantastic hit!  The kids (and the young at 
heart) just loved it and Gary, decked out in his 
Conductor hat, was kept busy the entire evening 
answering all the questions that the many folks 
posed.  He said that the kids especially loved the 
smoke rings that the engine would put out right 
after filling it with the smoke liquid. 

And those sponsoring the event must have 
also really liked it for Gary received a plaque for 3rd 
Best Window Display.  Way to go Gary!  ��� ��

My wife and I live in La Mesa and always 
go down to the Village for this event.  It was quite a 
pleasant surprise to look in the window and see 
the layout and then see Gary, who was having a 
great time.  Unfortunately we didn’t have our 
camera with us so we didn’t get any pictures.  But 
Gary has been nice enough to provide me with the 
following pictures.  As you can see, it was a very 
nice little display of our favorite hobby. 
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Special Raffle #4 –  The Board is very pleased to 
announce that the Club’s 4th Special Raffle has 
commenced.  The Grand Prize is a classic 1955 
Lionel set headed up by a 2340 Green Stripped 
GG1 that we feel everyone is going to want to take 
a chance to win.  All the details for this very special 
raffle can be seen on the preceding page.  We 
know you are really going to like this set.   

We would like to sincerely thank the 
following Club Members for their generous 
donations in helping make this raffle a reality:  Pat 
Archer, Jon Everett, Bob Wall, and Jim 
Weatherford ,  

AGTTA Spring Fun Run at Balboa Park –  The 
dates have been set for the Club’s Spring Fun Run 
at the San Diego Model Railroad Museum in 
Balboa Park.  We’ll be setting up and operating our 
temporary modular toy train layout in the Pacific 
Beach Room from Friday, May 25th to Sunday, 
June 10th.  Layout Coordinators Bob Wall  & Lee 
Davis  will be sharing more detailed info as the 
dates draw closer. 

Special Thank You To MainLine PDF Only 
Subscribers – Do you still receive the MainLIne 
the old fashioned way, in paper form?  If you have 
e-mail then there is no better time to change over 
to receiving your MainLine electronically then now.  
Here’s why: 

(1) Bigger & Better & Sooner -  Instead of 
receiving just an 8-page issue, you receive a 
much bigger M-L (regularly coming in at 25 
pages plus) containing all kinds of extra good 
stuff.  And it will arrive in your Inbox before the 
hard copy reaches your mailbox. 

(2) Savings -  You save your Club Treasury over 
$11 a year in reproduction and postage costs. 

(3) Special Gifts -  And to show our appreciation, 
all members who receive the e-mail PDF 
Extended Version AGTTA Main-Line only  are 
now receiving two extraordinary gifts.  These 
are two PDF Tech Tip  files, one containing all 
of Jim Weatherford’s  monthly Tech Tips that 
were published in the years 2007 and 2008 
and the second containing all the Tech Tips 
from 2009 and 2010.  If you haven’t already 
received these two special gifts it’s quite easy 
to get them.  All you need do is send me an e-
mail letting me know that you would like to 
receive the PDF Extended Version AGTTA 
Main-Line only.   I will make sure that Jim 
deletes you from the mailing roster, I will add 
you to the PDF Only e-mail group and then 
send you the two files.  It’s a win for you and a 
win for the Club Treasury.  What not do it now? 



February, 2012 5 PDF Extended Version AGTTA Main-Line  

SPECIAL RAFFLE #4  
LIONEL “O” 2253W GG-1 TRAIN SET 

 
THE SET:  This classic 1955 Lionel set is headed up by a 2340 Green GG1 5 Stripper.   

TICKET SALES :  Tickets are just $10.00 each.  Sales commenced at our January Meet with 13% of 
our minimum ticket sales goal of 150 tickets being reached.    

MONTHLY PRIZE DRAWINGS:   At the monthly Meets a winning ticket will be drawn at 6pm.  The 
winner, who must be present to win, will be given two free tickets.  The lucky winner at the January 
Meet was Jon Everett .   The winning ticket will be reentered for the Grand Prize Set drawing, which 
will take place at the Meet following when the minimum 150 ticket sales goal is reached.   

The lucky winner will not need to be present to win  the Set.  

PARTICIPATION:   Your purchase of raffle tickets in our Club Special Raffles provide you with the 
opportunity to have a little fun while helping AGTTA cover the Club’s basic operational overhead 
expenses (hall rent, insurance, newsletter, etc.).  Through these raffles we’ve been able to keep 
annual dues at their current level and continue to offer free admission and table sales at our monthly 
Meets.  A definite win, win situation.  So as they say, buy raffle tickets.     

INFORMATION:  Bob Wall / (858) 452-5297 / bobwall@juno.com  
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San Diego S-Gaugers -  If you’re looking for a little 
“train action” why not check out the S-Gaugers 
layout which is open for tours every Sunday and 
Wednesday afternoon from noon to 3:00.  The S-
Gaugers clubhouse is located in Liberty Station 
(the former Naval Training Center) Suite 106.  
Detailed directions are on the club website: 

http://sites.google.com/site/sdsgaugers/Home 
There’s no admission charge as the club is 
supported by member dues and voluntary visitor 
donations.   If you haven’t already, you owe it to 
yourself to check it out.   

If you have any questions, you can e-mail 
sdsgaugers@yahoo.com or call Mike Forys at 
(619) 540-3403. 

Front Cover Engine –  Southern Pacific Railroad’s 
number 6051 is an EMD E9 diesel locomotive.  It 
was one of nine E9s built for SP in December 
1954.  It entered service on January 4, 1955 at Los 
Angeles.  These nine locomotives allowed the 
dieselization of the Coast Daylight and Lark 
passenger trains.  Assigned to the Los Angeles 
passenger pool for its entire career, it worked north 
via the Coast Line to San Francisco or east on the 
Sunset route to El Paso or New Orleans.  When 
SP and Rock Island began pooling locomotives on 
the Chicago-Los Angeles "Golden State" in 1967, 
it also worked those trains until they were 
discontinued the following year, often in mixed 
SP/Rock Island consists. SP 6051 is the only 
surviving Southern Pacific passenger-dedicated 

diesel locomotive and it currently resides at the 
California State Railroad Museum in Sacramento.   

6051 was delivered in the "Daylight" paint 
scheme, with Farr-Aire intake grilles, a Pyle 
National Gyralight in the upper headlight housing, 
nose MU connections, dynamic braking, Nathan 
model M5R24 air horn (it currently sports a Nathan 
P5), a single Model 4740 steam generator 
producing 4500lbs. of steam per hour, a 1200 
gallon fuel tank, a 1350 gallon boiler water tank, 
automatic transition, and a freight pilot.  It weighed 
336,000 pounds and had 56,600 pounds of 
Starting Tractive Effort.  Gear ratio was 55:22, with 
the Locomotive Overspeed set at 83 M.P.H.   

In May 1958, SP 6051 was painted in the 
experimental black with orange nose "Halloween" 
paint scheme.  It received the gray and scarlet 
"bloody nose" paint scheme shortly afterward, 
likely in 1959.  SP 6051 was retired on December 
24, 1969 and was donated to the Railway & 
Locomotive Historical Society at the end of the 
year, largely through the efforts of SP Vice 
President Larry Hoyt.  In turn it was deeded to the 
California State Railroad Museum on June 22, 
1978 and placed on display near the Sacramento 
Train Station or stored at SP's Sacramento 
General Shops until the California State Railroad 
Museum was built.  SP 6051 was cosmetically and 
mechanically restored in the early 1980s and is in 
its original 1955 appearance in the "Daylight" paint 
scheme.  SP 6051 was also part of the 1981 
"Railfair" festivities to celebrate the opening of the 
California State Railroad Museum. 

JANUARY RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Richard Thomson Lionel C & O GP-20 Diesel Engine Provided by AGTTA 
Ken Steele Lionel ‘O’ Automatic Crossing Gate Provided by AGTTA 
Greg Smyth Lionel ‘O’ #16253 Santa Fe Auto Carrier Donated 
Richard Thomson Lionel ‘O’ #9788 Lehigh Valley Boxcar Donated by Pat Archer  
 Lionel ‘O’ #6357 Lionel Lines Lighted Caboose Donated by Pat Archer  
Greg Smyth Lionel ‘O’ #6112 Lionel Lines Blue Gondola  Donated  
Zane Pert KLB Dream-Plan-Build Vol. 8 Layout Tips DVD Provided by AGTTA 
Christine Poindexter Gilbert American Flyer Fun & Thrills VHS Provided by AGTTA 
 ‘S’ Gulf Single Dome Tank Car 
Zane Pert 2012 Train Calendar Donated by Al Keil  
 AMT Car Model – Ford Fairlane Donated  
Caroline Poindexter AMT Car Model – Ford Galaxie Donated  
Jerry Clark USA Car Model – Ford Fairlane Donated  
Christine Poindexter 2005 Classic Toy Trains – 9 issues Donated by Jim Osborne  
Zane Pert 2004 Classic Toy Trains – 7 issues Donated by Jim Osborne  
 1995 Railfan & Railroad Magazine – 12 issues Donated by Bill Heckman  

A Big ”Thank You!” to all the Members who donated t o the January Raffle.   
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Mike Wheeler had a big group gathered for the Janua ry How-To Solder Clinic 

 

 
Raffle Master Bob Wall with a young man who hopes t o win one of the car models. 

JANUARY MEET PHOTO GALLERY 
Photos taken by Bill Hohnhorst �
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The 97C controller was used with both 
the 97 Coal Elevator and the 164 Lumber Shed.  
These two popular accessories were in 
production from 1946 to 1950.   

The original three conductor flat wire was 
rubber insulated and consequently dried out with 
60 years of aging.  Typically, the dried insulation 
falls off the wire resulting in electrical shorts and 
non-operation. 

Replacing the old wire with new flat cable 
is relatively easy and is a must if you wish to 
operate the coal or log loaders.  The added 
benefit is you get to determine the length of the 
new cable to fit your layout configuration. 

You will need three conductor flat black 
wire to emulate the original wire for the controller.  
It's available from almost any model train parts 
dealer.  The advantage of rewiring the 97C 
controller is that you can customize the length for 
your application.  It sells for about $.35 per foot 
plus shipping and handling.  Note:  This wire is 
also used with the O-22 Switch Controller. 

Here are the steps to replace the wire: 

(1)  Let's start by removing the back plate of the 
controller.  There are two mounting screws to 
remove first.  (If the back is lightly corroded, you 
can clean it with a fine wire brush mounted on a 
bench grinder.  If it's really rusted, clean it and 
paint it with semi-gloss black enamel.) 

 
(2)  Unsolder the three wires at the terminal lugs. 

 

(3)  Separate the new three conductor wire for 
about one inch, strip 1/8th inch insulation off 
each wire, and tin the ends with solder. 

With the wire at the bottom, solder the 
right wire to the terminal lug on the right, the left 
wire to the top lug on the left, and the center wire 
to the bottom lug. 

Put the bottom plate back on the 
controller and secure it with the two screws. 

(4)  Separate the other end of the wire for about 
1.5 inches, strip 1/2 inch insulation off the ends 
and tin them.  Test the continuity of the controller 
with a volt-ohm meter or your test transformer in 
the following manner. 

Connect one test lead to the top wire as 
shown in the picture. 

 
Apply 12 volts from the transformer, 

depress the unload button, and touch the other 
test lead from the transformer to the center wire.  
You should get a spark.  Release the button and 
touch the center wire again. You should get no 
spark. 

FEBRUARY 2012 TECH TIP 
HOW TO REWIRE THE 97C CONTROLLER 

By Jim Weatherford 
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Keeping the lead on the top wire, turn the 
rotary switch clockwise to ON and touch the 
other lead to the bottom wire.  You should get a 
spark.  Turn the switch to the OFF position and 
test again.  You should get no spark. 

You can now put your accessory back in 
operation! 

 

San Diego Model Railroad Museum  

Model Railroad 
Swap Meet 

Saturday, February 11, 2012  
7 am – 11 am 

Cost:  Buyers $2 / Sellers $5 
Sellers must arrive by 6:30 for setup & must 

furnish their own tables 

Coffee & Donuts will be available for purchase  

For additional info call Swap Meet 
Coordinator Jim Anderson – (619) 224- 1041 or 

the Museum Office – (619) 696-0199 

OPERATING TIPS 
by Jim Weatherford 

Tip #22 – Track Lockons - Make sure the 
surfaces that contact the track are clean and 
free of corrosion.  Obviously, the track must be 
clean and corrosion free where the lockon 
snaps in place.  Ensure the two transformer 
wires that are inserted in the clips don't touch 
each other.  It's a good idea to tin the ends of 
stranded wire with solder so you don't get any 
stray wires that can cause misery. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

����

Saturday, 
March 3, 2012 

 

Southern California’s Greatest  
Outdoor Railroadiana Swap Meet 

����

Spring 2012 
Railroadiana 
Swap Meet 

 

9 a.m. To 2 p.m. 
 

Railroad Antiques, Collectibles, Art, 
Books, Photos, Model & Toy Trains 

ADMISSION: Adults - $7, Children 5-11 - 
$5, Under 5 - Free - Also Free Parking! 

EXHIBITORS:  $18 for non-members.  Fee 
includes one admission - Space on a first-
come basis - Set-up starting at 7 a.m.  
Bring your own tables and chairs. 

Orange Empire Railway Museum 
2201 South “A” Street, Perris, CA  92570 

(951) 657-2605  /  www.oerm.org  
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Here are the 1st four pages of an article that appeared in the July 1998 issue of Railfan Magazine. 
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Look for the final four pages of this article in the March PDF Extended Version Main-Line.
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts & Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 
 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2012 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
MAR 10 / JUNE 23 / SEPT 15  

8 AM – 1 PM 
Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 

4838 Old Cliffs Road 
San Diego, CA  92120 

 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon - Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 449-9503  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive  

Santee, CA 
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Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 
Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

rockhousestation@hotmail.com  
2505 Main Street, Suite 5 

Ramona, CA 
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Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am - 8pm - Mon - Sat 

Eric Bense (858) 578-2395 
10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

Steve Bovee, Owner 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 

E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

 

Elystoys 
Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 

Jean & Dave Ely (515) 664-8217 

Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com 

Lionel Value Added Dealer Wanted to buy: 
Authorized Service Station Trains of all gauges 
American Flyer sales & service and vintage toys  

D & S HOBBIES 
28636 Old Town Front Street, Suite 100 

Temecula, CA  92590 
Phone: (951) 694-1773  

Scott L. Kugler Mon:    9 – 6   / Thurs.: Closed 
Deborah L. Kugler Tues. 11 – 4   /  Fri.:  11 – 6 
dnsslk@msn.com Wed.: 11 – 6   /  Sat.:   9 – 6 
 Sun.: 11 - 4 
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Feb 9 Thursday AGTTA February Meet 

Feb 9    Thursday AGTTA February Meet   
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
Feb 11    Saturday SDRRM Swap Meet    
  Jim Anderson (619) 224-1041 
Feb 12 Sunday TTOS SW February Meet 
                      www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm   
Feb 26 Sunday TTOS-SP February Meet 
  Ken Flory (714) 538-8218 

Mar 3 Saturday OREM Spring Railroadiana  
  Swap Meet www.oerm.org   
Mar 4 Sunday TTOS SW March Meet 
    www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm   
Mar 8 Thursday AGTTA March Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
Apr 12 Thursday AGTTA April Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 

�
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 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 6621 Cartwright Street 

 San Diego, CA  92120-2407  
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEET: 
Thursday, February 9 th   

4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 

MARCH MEET DATE: 
Thursday, March 8 th

 
 

 

 


