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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Well the first month 

of the year slipped by 
pretty quickly and we’re off 
to a tremendous start.  
Thought I’d get to the 
January Meet early at 3 pm 
and was I surprised to see 
the hall was almost 
completely full of sellers.  
We even had to squeeze 

“Mr. Freebee Table” Ed Karper  in between a few 
of the jam packed tables.   

It was also great to see so many of you 
there browsing the tables, especially Bill 
Hungerford , assisted by Malia , in his self 
propelled red scooter.  At five o’clock Mike 
Wheeler  and Jim Weatherford  put on another 
outstanding clinic on eliminating the buzz in Lionel 
e-units.   

During the business meeting Club 
Treasurer John Everett  reported that AGTTA is in 
good financial shape following our anniversary 
year project fund raisers.  Also this year’s 
Secretary, Jim Weatherford,  said membership is 
coming along well, but offered a reminder that  
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SERVICING OF THE  

464 SAW MILL  
After last month’s very successful return of our 
popular How-To Clinics this month Jim 
Weatherford  & Mike Wheeler  are going to 
share their expertise on the care and servicing 
of this very popular accessory.  This will include 
how to replace the accessory’s “vibrotor” (See 
this month’s Tech Tip on page 6).  This is going 
to be another not-to-miss Clinic so make sure 
you don’t. 

CLINIC START TIME:  5:15 PM 
Again, the Clinic will commence at our new 
start time of 5:15 which seemed to work out 
well.  So no excuses!  Come to the Meet and 
support your Clinics!  �

And if you have any ideas for future Clinics 
make sure you pass them on to Jim or Mike.  
They would love to have your suggestions. 
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February 28  is the cutoff date before a late fee will 
be due.  Many of you (26) have graciously 
designated on your 2010 dues invoice to receive 
the Main-Line via email which will help reduce the 
club printing and postage costs this year.   

Thanks to the many donations the January 
Raffle Prizes overflowed on to the stage and 
seemed to go on forever.  On the display table 
Bob Poley  showed off his brand new standard 
gauge MTH “BRUTE’ which needless to say stood 
up to its name.  Also Gary Jarvis  displayed and 
described the subtle differences in his four 
American Flyer Zephyr trains covering their four 
issue years of 1934, 35, 36 & 37.  I want to really 
thank those in the past and future who bring these 
unique and interesting treasures to our meets for 
all of us to enjoy seeing and learning about them.   
This is a real plus to our Club and the general 
meetings.      

Please continue to wear your name badges 
at the Meets and to introduce your guests to me so 
that I can welcome them and pass on a Main-Line.  
The membership contest is on and the winner will 
receive a Lionel 1776 U36B Diesel engine  and 
caboose.    

We’re scheduled to operate the “S” gauge 
layout again at the San Diego Model Railroad 
Museum from May 22nd to June 6th.  We’re looking 
for a volunteer to take the lead role and oversee 
the setup, operation and make sure we fill the time 
with runners.     

Due to the great interest (sellout) in the 
AGTTA drumheads, we placed a second order for 
“O” and “G”/”STD” sizes, so see me at the Meet if 
you would like to purchase one.  Also we are down 
to four remaining AGTTA 40th Anniversary cars.  
Don’t miss out.   

Mark your calendar, grab some flyers and 
start talking up this year’s 25th Annual  Fathers 
Day weekend Open House Train Meet on 
Saturday June 19 th.      

See you at the meet!  Thursday, Feb 11th. 

         ���  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
2010 First New Member – At the January Meet we 
welcomed our first brand new member of the New 
Year, Mr. Bob Dees .  Bob is an active antique toy 
collector and also loves Department 56 collectables.  
He is just now getting his feet wet in model toy train 
collecting.  We thank member Jim Murphy for 
introducing Bob to our Club.  This also means that 
Jim has taken the lead in our 2010 Membership 
Drive.   
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail, fax or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  A big All-Day 
Saturday Open House Meet Is held in June. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com 

2010 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele (619) 644-1247 
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Jim Weatherford (619) 287-8687 

 wxfd@cox.net 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Andy Estep (619) 991-0083 
 andyestep@hotmail.com  
Dave Campbell (619) 575-7578  

 airportinfomation@san.rr.com 
Steve Mitton (619) 621-9779 

 sam9820@hotmail.com 
Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
Mike Wheeler (619) 621-9779 

Immediate Past President 
Bart Grey (619) 281-9347 

Main-Line Editor 
Bill Hohnhorst (619) 461-5039 

Website Coodinator 
Alan Hamel  (858) 453-5297 

 alanchamel@aol.com 
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2010 Membership Renewal Status – Our new 
Secretary, Jim Weatherford , reports that we’re 
doing very well in the renewal area.  Of last year’s 
140 members 108 have renewed and we have one 
new member (see above).  But, that means that 32 
of our 2009 members have not yet renewed. 

2010 Membership – If you are one of the 32 2009 
Members who have not yet sent in your 2010 
renewal form/check then it’s time to do so.  The 
cutoff date is the end of this month.  What does that 
mean?  It means that if your renewal is not received 
by the 28th (1) you will no longer receive the monthly 
Main-Line Newsletter, (2) you will not be able to 
attend future monthly Club Meets for Membership 
Cards will be checked beginning at the March Meet, 
(3) you will no longer receive Club News e-mail 
updates and other interesting train related e-mails, 
and (4) if and when you do renew you will be 
accessed a $5 Late Payment Penalty Fee as 
mandated by the AGTTA By-laws.  Now, do you 
really want to miss out on all this “good stuff”?  Of 
course not.  So, no more procrastination, send in or 
bring your renewal to the February Meet.  A small 
investment for another fantastic year.  ��

CLUB NEWS 
AGTTA Lighted Observation Drumheads  – As 
was announced in the January Main-Line our entire 
order of 25 unique AGTTA Lighted Drumheads were 
sold out by the end of December Meet.  At the 
January Meet quite a few members indicated that 
they would still like to have one.  Therefore a 
second order for four ‘O’ and three “Standard” 
gauge pieces was placed and has been received.  
The cost is still only $7 each for these scale 
beauties.  If you don’t want to miss out on this 
second and last order see Bob Wall  
(bobwall@juno.com or (858) 452-8955) to ensure 
you get one of these remaining beauties. 

40th Anniversary AGTTA Club Cars Are Going 
Fast – We have just four of these limited edition 
collectible cars remaining.  When they are gone, 
that’s it.  No more!  Please see President Bob at 
the February Meet to get one of these last pieces.   

AGTTA Club Website – Our webmaster, Alan 
Hamel , has been keeping the website up-to-date 
with all kinds of “goodies”.  If you haven’t checked it 
out lately you owe it to yourself to do so. 
�

JANUARY RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Jim Murphy Williams BNSF ‘O’ GP-38 Diesel Provided by AGTTA 
Steve Pierce Lionel UP ‘O’ Lighted Caboose  Provided by AGTTA 
Bill Hungerford Atlas ‘O’ Switch Tower with lights Provided by AGTTA 
Caroline Poindexter MTH New Year 2001 ‘O’ Boxcar  Provided by AGTTA 
Wendell Callahan Lionel UP 4-Bay Covered ‘O’ Hopper Provided by AGTTA 
Gene Mrowka K-Line Desert Storm ‘O’ Tank Car Provided by AGTTA 
Ed Samsen Framed Picture: PRR 1956 Dynamic Progress Donated by Ed Jones  
Jon Everett Framed Picture: NYC Passenger Train Donated by Ed Jones 
Ray Inbody Jim Beam Engine & Tender Decanters Donated by Ed Jones 
Ken Steele K-Line Switch Donated by Wendell Callahan  
Bill Hungerford Point to Point Trolley Line Donated by Wendell Callahan  
Greg Smyth Train Video Donated by Jim Andrews 
Steve Pierce Train Video – Southern Pacific Donated by Jim Andrews 
Harlan Hatz Train Video – Southern Pacific Donated by Jim Andrews 
Ray Inbody Train Video – Santa Fe Donated by Jim Andrews 
Gene Mrowka Catalog – Lionel 2009 II Donated by Bill Hungerford  
Jim Murphy CTT - Magazines Donated by Syd Mason 
Jim Andrews Antique Toy World Magazines Donated by Ed Karper 
Larry Archuleta Antique Toy World Magazines Donated by Ed Karper  
Larry Archuleta Framed Train Picture Donated  

A “S pecial Thank Y ou!” to all the good Members  who donated to the January  Raffle.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

����

Saturday, 
March 6, 2010 

 

Southern California’s Greatest  
Outdoor 

 

SPRING 2010 
RAILROADIANA 

SWAP MEET 
 

9 a.m. To 2 p.m. 
 

Railroad Antiques, Collectibles, Art, 
Books, Photos, Model & Toy Trains 

ADMISSION: $5; or included with all-day 
pass for trolley and train rides, $12 adults, 
$8 ages 5-11, under 5 Free, Free Parking! 

EXHIBITORS:  $15 for non-members.  Fee 
includes one admission - Space on a first-
come basis - Set-up starting at 7 a.m.  
Bring your own tables and chairs. 

Orange Empire Railway Museum 
2201 South “A” Street, Perris, CA  92570 

(951) 657-2605  /  www.oerm.org  

MEMBER INPUT 
Editor’s Note:  The following article was written 
and submitted by member Roy Lindgren .  I 
would like to thank Roy for taking the time and 
effort to make this contribution to the Main-Line.  
And I would like to encourage other members to 
do the same.  I would love to have your inputs. 
 

THE STORY OF  
LIONEL SERVICE CENTERS  

 
Lionel was marketed all around the world in 

1948.  There were Service Centers on six 
continents, only Antarctica being the exception.  
For a kids' toy, that was quite a world-wide 
market.   

Lionel, with MPC, continued using as 
Approved Service Stations those whose names 
appeared on the late 1960's lists, and did little to 
enforce the standards of what was supposed to 
be a quality Lionel repair.  The repairmen of years 
gone by passed out small cards which reminded 
the owners of Lionel trains to "Bring your Lionel 
Trains in for a Check-Up by Approved 
Servicemen."  It went on to say, "Your Lionel 
Train set is a valuable piece of property, 
deserving of proper care."  

After General Mills' stewardship of Lionel, 
many Lionel Service Stations became FORMER 
Lionel Service Stations.  By their own admission, 
they were Service Stations only so that they could 
get the yearly Lionel Holiday Service Station 
'Specials'.  Also so they could sell hard-to-obtain 
cars at exorbitant prices to collectors or build their 
own private collections rather inexpensively.   

It now seems that the current crop of 
owners have a handle on what is going on. The 
Service Stations Specials have been eliminated 
and for the most part. Approved Lionel Service 
Centers can and do repair trains.  However, it is 
generally a good idea to find a person whom you 
trust to do any work on your toy trains.  Especially 
since most new trains work with high-tech 
electronics and not with E-Units and the items 
which made the Lionel of the 50's work so well. 

Today it's more of a "Big Boy's Toy" rather 
than a kid's toy designed to build a strong bond 
between father and son.  It seems that those I-
boxes aren't building too many close bonds 
between Dad and son (or daughter). 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Feb 14 – Antique Show – 9 to 4, Free Admission, 
340 North Escondido Blvd. 

Feb 14 – Railroadiana Collectors Show  – 9 to 3, 
U.F.C.W. Hall in Buena Park, 8550 Stanton Ave., 
Free Parking 

Feb 27-28 – Big 3 Auto Swap Meet  – 7 to 5, 
Qualcomm Stadium, Old toys and trains are always 
sold there. 

Above:  Bob Poley and his new Brute – Below: Gary Jarvis and his collection of AF 1930’s Zephers

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 2010 
The Dates:    November 1 to May 14, 2010 
The Prize:   Lionel 1776 U36B Diesel 

Engine and Caboose  
The Rules: 

1) Can’t be a 2009 Member, the exception 
being your own Membership Renewal 

2) A Regular Membership counts as 1 
while a Family counts as 1 ½  

3) All new members are subject to Article 
II, Section 2, Qualification and 
Admission, of our Bylaws, which states: 
“Members shall be persons of 
responsibility and integrity.  An applicant 
shall be admitted to membership upon 
submission of a Membership Application 
Form and approval of the Board of 
Directors or such membership 
committee as the Board may appoint.” 

So start signing up those new Members!  
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A fellow AGTTA club member, Don Hennig, 
asked if I could convert his 464 Sawmill to operate 
with a DC motor and eliminate the string motor.  
His mill just wasn't performing reliably and it was 
frustrating to an operator.  I had read many times 
over the years of guys using dc motors to run the 
mechanisms of various operating accessories that 
were designed to use the vibrating string motor 
(vibrotor). 

Now this original motor, while a clever 
design and inexpensive to make, usually worked 
well or didn't.  There didn't seem to be any in 
between operation.  I've successfully repaired 
these motors by replacing the string, using talcum 
power to make the string slippery, and adjusting 
the spring tension.  This usually works but 
sometimes the mechanism is touchy.  Don's 
Sawmill fell into this category. 

So, I told Don I would see what I could do.  
The Sawmill was a little bit of a challenge since 
there wasn't much room under the unloading 
platform for a small motor especially one with a 
pulley driven directly by the motor shaft. 

 
DC motors typically run at several 

thousand RPMs at 12 VDC so you have to slow 
them down by running the motor at a lower voltage 
(not generally a good idea) or find a small geared 
motor and use a small pulley and drive belt to get 
the final drive pulley rotating at the proper 
operating speed. 

FEBRUARY TECH TIP 
Replacing the Lionel Vibrotor  By Jim Weatherford 
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I looked on the internet to see what small 
geared motors were available.  I found one with a 
120 to 1 gear box and a 90 degree output shaft 
that seemed it might work.  It was reasonably 
priced at less that $5 plus shipping (more than the 
cost of the motor).   I wasn't sure what size it was 
since the specifications only dealt with the gearing 
and not the physical size of the unit.  However, it 
arrived (from India) in good shape and surprise, it 
would fit in the cavity under the unloading platform.  
(The motor was obtained from Shreee Labh 
Marketing, model RKL-1387, Gear Motor 120:1, 90 
degree shaft.) 

I asked long time AGTTA club member, Ed 
Karper, to make a one half inch diameter pulley 
with a groove to match the drive pulley on the 
Sawmill.  He did a great job and I did some 
experimenting with a rubber band as a drive belt to 
see if the final rotating speed was ok.  It was better 
than I expected so I set about finding a suitable 
drive belt.  I was trying to find an O-ring about 3.5 
inches in diameter and 1/16th inches thick.  Not a 
typical size carried by the local plumbing supply 
houses.  Again, a search on the internet revealed 
O-rings like this were available but buying just one 
was impractical.   

 

 
I was going to use a string to measure 

exactly the size O-ring I would need and decided 
to use a flexible wire instead.  Then the realization 
hit me that I could make a drive belt out of the 
rubber coated roller pickup wire (Beldon 8890) by 
soldering the two ends together to form a belt.  It 
worked great, should last a long time, and is 
strong. 

I mounted the motor and gear box on a 3/4 
inch piece of wood, drilled two holes through the 
wood and strapped the motor in place with three 
small cable tie wraps.  After establishing the 
approximate location for the wood block, I drilled 
two holes in the metal base, elongated them for 
fine adjustment, and then attached the wood block 
with two small flathead screws from the bottom of 
the base.   

 
Since most Lionel layouts have AC voltage 

transformers, I used a diode (from my junk box) in 
series with one of the motor inputs so I could 
power the motor with a variable AC voltage 
transformer set at about 10 volts.  You will have to 
orient the diode properly to ensure the motor turns 
the correct direction.  It doesn't matter which motor 
contact you use, just reverse the diode connection 
if the motor turns the wrong way.  You'll need a 
diode rated at least one ampere and 50 volts peak 
inverse voltage.  

 
 
 

 
 

OPERATING TIPS 
by Jim Weatherford 

Tip #15 - Using Two Transformers (Or One 
Dual Control) To Run One Train -  This may be 
desirable if you have an inner loop accessible 
from a pair of switches.  You may run one train 
in this loop and another on the main line, or just 
park one train on a siding so you can run 
another.  The main thing is to isolate the two 
tracks with an insulated track pin in the center 
rail.  When moving the train from one loop to the 
other, make sure the voltages of the two 
transformers are nearly the same so the 
engine's E unit won't cycle into neutral when 
encountering the changeover point.  If you use 
two separate transformers, make sure the 
common terminals are tied together so the 
grounds are the same.  You may have to 
reverse a power plug on one of the transformers 
if the voltages don't seem correct.  This will get 
the primary windings of the transformers in 
phase.  This won't be necessary with a dual 
control transformer. 

Tip #16 - Constant Voltage at Remote 
Operating Track - Lift the third wire from the 
terminal strip of the UCS remote track.  Connect 
this wire directly to a separate voltage terminal 
on a transformer.  This could be a variable 
voltage (desirable), or a fixed terminal. 
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Feb 11 Thursday   AGTTA February Meet 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
Feb 13/ Saturday/ World’s Greatest Hobby – Long 
         14   Sunday Beach www.wghshow.com/  
Feb 28 Sunday TTOS – SP Division Feb Meet 
  Ken Flory (714) 538-8218  
Mar 4 Thursday   AGTTA March Meet 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
Mar 7 Sunday TTOS SW Division March Meet 

   www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm   
Mar 13/ Saturday TCA/TTOS Nor-Cal 
         14    Sunday  Santa Clara, CA 
Mar 28 Sunday TTOS-SP Division March Meet 
  Ken Flory (714) 538-8218 
Apr 8 Thursday AGTTA April Meet 
  Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
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 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 6621 Cartwright Street 

 San Diego, CA  92120-2407  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT MEET: 
Thursday, February 11 th   
4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 
8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts & Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2010 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
MARCH 13 / JUNE 26 

Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 
4838 Old Cliffs Road, San Diego 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon-Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 258-0862  

(Please call before coming) 
10259 Escadera Drive, Santee, CA 

 

Rock House Station 
Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 

Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

2505 Main Street, Suite 5, Ramona, CA 

Trains Are Good 
Rob & Sharon Freeburn 

M – F 10 – 5  &  Sat 10 – 7  &  Sun 12 - 6 
& By Appointment 

Bus: (619) 294-8372 / Orders: 1-800-642-9054 
Fax: (619) 294-3312 

3683 Midway Drive, San Diego, CA 
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D&S Hobbies  
28465 Old Town Front Street, Suite 123 

Temecula, CA  92590 

Wanted to buy N-HO-G Service and Repairs:
Lionel & American Flyer Trains, Accessories,
Trains, Parts, Accessories and Transformers  

Scott L. Kugler Hours: 
Debbie I. Kugler Mon, Wed, Thurs. 9am - 6pm 
dnsslk@msn.com Fri, Sat, Sun 10am - 7pm 

 Phone: 951-694-1773 
 

 
Eric’s Train Repair 

SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am-8pm Mon-Sat 

Eric Bense 858-578-2395 
10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

 
Bruce Cameron, Manager 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 
E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

8039 La Mesa Blvd., La Mesa, CA  91941 
(619) 464-1672 Fax (619) 464-6087 

Elystoys 
Lional, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 

Jean & Dave Ely 515-664-8217 
Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com 
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Editor’s Note:   Part 1 of this interesting story was included in the January Main-Line PDF 
Extended Version.  Here is the conclusion.   

Claim:    The United States standard railroad gauge derives from the original specification for 
an Imperial Roman war chariot. 

Status:  False. 

It is rather inaccurate to claim that "US railroads were built by English expatriates," but it 
is fair to say that since the English started to develop railroads slightly ahead of the 
Americans, some U.S. railroads used equipment purchased from English manufacturers, thus 
necessitating that the rails on which that equipment ran be the same size in both countries: 

England, the innovator in railroad technology, enjoyed an early head start over 
America.  When New Jersey sponsored a bold rail and canal connection between New York 
and Philadelphia in 1831, they ordered a custom-built locomotive from the English company 
— the John Bull.  The railroad became an immediate success, carrying over 100,000 
passengers in 1834. 

And once the Americans caught up, they began selling railroad technology back to 
England, further establishing a similarity of equipment (and hence track size) between the 
two countries. 

American companies emulated and improved upon the English designs.  By 1841, ten 
American railroad shops had sprung into existence and they produced 375 of the 500 
engines in the United States.  Those shops soon began changing the English designs, 
making the engines more powerful and the rails cheaper, better suited to the rough conditions 
in the United States.  The American shops even exported their engines, including to Britain. 

Nonetheless, despite this commonality of equipment, well into the 19th century the 
U.S. still did not have one "standard" railroad gauge.  At the time of the Civil War, even 
though nearly all of the Confederacy's railroad equipment had come from the North or from 
Britain (of the 470 locomotives built In the U.S. in 1860, for example, only 19 were 
manufactured In the South), 113 different railroad companies In the Confederacy operated on 
three different gauges of track.  This lack of standardization was, as historian James 
McPherson points out, one of the many reasons the Union was able to finally vanquish the 
Confederacy militarily. 

The Confederate government was never able to coax the fragmented, run-down, multi-
gauged network of southern railroads into the same degree of efficiency exhibited by northern 
roads.  This contrast illustrated another dimension of Union logistical superiority that helped 
the North eventually to prevail. 

 

 

HORSE’S PASS 
Part 2  Reprinted from Snopes.com  
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The eventual standardization of railroad gauge in the U.S. was due far less to a slavish 
devotion to a gauge Inherited from England than to the simple fact that the North won the 
Civil War and, in the process, rebuilt much of the Southern railway system to match its own. 

In the occupied South the government went into the railroad business on a large scale. 
In February 1862 [Secretary of War] Stanton established the U.S. Military Rail Roads and 
appointed Daniel McCallum superintendent.  A former Erie Railroad executive and an 
efficient administrator, McCallum eventually presided over more than 2,000 miles of lines 
acquired, built, and maintained by the U.S.M.R.R. in conquered portions of the South. 

In other words, there was nothing inevitable about a railroad gauge supposedly 
traceable to the size of wheel ruts In Imperial Rome.  Had the Civil War taken a different 
course, the eventual standard railroad gauge used throughout North America might well have 
been different than the current one. 

Now, as for that Space Shuttle addendum . . . When Thiokol was building the solid 
rocket boosters (SRB) for the space shuttle, they had to keep shipping considerations in 
mind, but they didn't necessarily have to alter their design because any particular tunnel that 
lay between their plant and the Florida launch site wasn't large enough.  The original article 
implies that one specific railroad tunnel was a cause for concern, but since the location of the 
tunnel isn’t identified it's difficult to evaluate that claim.  In any case, railroads don't run 
through tunnels only "slightly wider than the railroad track" unless every one of their engines 
and all their rolling stock is also only "slightly wider than the railroad track." (And unless the 
tunnels encompass only a single set of tracks, of course).  Data from the U.S. Army's Rail 
Transport in a Theater of Operations document, for example, makes it fairly clear that one 
would be hard-pressed to find railroad equipment anywhere only "slightly wider" than 4 feet, 
8.5 inches. 

Over and above our love of odd facts, this tale about railroad gauges succeeds 
because of the imagery of its play on words: space shuttle technology was designed not by a 
horse's ass (figuratively, some overpaid government know-it-all) but because of a horse's ass 
(literally, the width of that particular portion of equine anatomy).  People find this notion 
amusing, feeding the story's popularity as charmed readers to pass it along to others in a 
cascade of forwards. Were it not for this internal play on words, this entire breathless "Did 
you know?. . ." would likely die a quiet and unnoticed death, because when you get right 
down to It, why rails are spaced the way they are isn't all that Interesting a topic to most 
people. 

Last updated: 27 March 2009 

The URL for this page is http://www.snopes.com/history/american/gauge.asp  
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Editor’s Note:  The following two pages are the first installment of a seven page article from the 
January, 1952 edition of Toy Train Magazine.  Again I would like to say “Thank you!” to member 
Robert Schappelle  for allowing me to make copies from these priceless magazines. 
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