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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The November
Meet was full of sellers,
buyers and business
activity. Tables filled the
room as well as members
looking for that special
deal. Seems like both the
AGTTA October and November
Meets on Wednesdays
brought out big crowds.

Thank you all for your support in voting to
accept the by-law changes and in participating in
electing next year’s board. Ken, Jon and | with
continue in the same office positions, with Jim
Weatherford elected as our new Secretary. The
Board of Directors welcomes Dave Campbell,
Steve Mitton and Mike Wheeler to join returning
Directors Andy Estep and Steve Pierce . Bart
will be back as Past President and Alan Hamel
will fill the new position of Web Coordinator.

We've had a very productive year:
establishing the web site, initiating a membership
contest and celebrating the club’s anniversary.
So many thanks to Doug (Andy) Anderson, Al
Keil, and Pete McCall for their service and

President |

* LATE BREAKING NEWS *

PARTS DEALER TO BE AT
DECEMBER MEET!

Just before going to print | received a call
from Greg Anastopoulos. He wanted to let
everyone know that Delon Freije will be at
this Thursday’'s Meet. He will be bringing
his extensive inventory of Lionel, A/IF &
Marx parts. So get that list of needed parts
together and bring it to the December Meet.

*** ATTENTION ALL ***

DECEMBER MEET DATE!
The December Meet Date has NOT

been changed. It will be on our
regular Thursday evening. Don't
miss our last Meet of 2009!

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 ™




is published around the first of each month. The
Main-Line is the official publication of the All
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
Please mail, fax or e-mail all contributions for
publication by the 1% of the month to:

Bill Hohnhorst, Editor
8150 Pasadena Avenue
La Mesa, CA 91941-6425
(619) 461-5039 whohnhorst@cox.net

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Meets are normally held on the 2™ Thursday of
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM. A big All-Day
Saturday Open House Meet Is held in June.

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE
www.agtta.com
2009 AGTTA OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
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contributions to the club while on the board during
the last year.

December is going to be another busy
month. Our Monthly Meet is back to its regular
schedule of being on the 2™ Thursday,
December 10™. The following Saturday and
Sunday is the Great Train Expo at Del Mar which
many of us will attend. This year we’ll have a free
AGTTA table display promoting the club, thanks
to Ken Steele . If you attend and run into anyone
with interest in the hobby make sure to assist
them in getting a guest pass and directions at the
display. | also recommend visiting the San Diego
Model Railroad Museum during the month to see
the Lego toy train display and the San Diego 3
Railers layout with their holiday decorations.

It's not too early to start thinking about
New Year's resolutions. Let me list some of mine
that fall into the category of promoting the hobby
and club.

1. Wear a train shirt out and about; it's a great
conversation starter for people to approach you.

2. Invite a friend or neighbor to a Meet;
membership growth will keep the dues down.

3. Attend as many Meets, tours and events
as possible.

4. Support the raffle.

5. Wear a name tag for others to get to know
you and generate club friendliness. (Ask Santa
for a AGTTA name tag for Christmas).

On a sad note, | regret to report that our
good friend and long time member Bob
Lawrence passed away on Tuesday, November
24" in the hospital from complications resulting
from pneumonia. Services will be held at St
David'’s Episcopal Church, 5050 Milton in South
Clairemont on Saturday, December 12" at 2pm.

The Membership Contest has begun with
the award of a nice prize. It will run from
November through the July Meet. This gives you
a chance to meet and sponsor new members at
layout runs, local train shows and the Open
House Meet in June. Member recruitment is
everyone’s role and will help sustain the hobby by
drawing more buyers and sellers to our Meets and
help keep our dues down.

| just returned stuffed from a very
enjoyable evening at the Brother's Family
Restaurant, the site of this year's December
Holiday Dinner. Thanks go to Bart Gray and
Jon Everett for organizing and accounting for the
event. The main courses were delicious and it
was tough deciding between the 7 different
desserts. Fortunately we could go back for
seconds and even take some home. I'm glad



NOVEMBER RAFFLE RESULTS

WINNER

ITEM DESCRIPTION

SOURCE

Syd Mason

Ken Steele
Dennis Snead
Caroline Poindexter
Syd Mason

Pat Archer
Christine Poindexter
Pat Archer

Frank Morgano
Steve Pierce

Bob Wall

Jon Everett

Syd Mason

Ann Pearson

Jon Everett
Frank Morgano
Pat Archer

Steve Pierce
Jerry Stipanov
Pat Archer
Richard Thomson
Pat Archer

Pat Archer

UMD Burlington ‘O’ Gondola

Lionel ‘O’ 6446 Cement Car

Lionel Wrist Watch
Lionel Wrist Watch
Coil Covers For Gondolas

A “Special Thank You!” to all the good Members who

there’s a train show soon to walk off the additional
pounds.

Fifty-six members and guests attended
and were so engaged in conversation that it was
hard to get everyone’s attention to start the
evening's festivities. Can you believe it! Ten
lucky wives/girl friends won $25 gift cards to
Targets, Sears, JC Penny, Macys and Nordstrom.
Of course the highlight of the night was the BIG
yearend raffle. There were 30 prizes, whose total
value was in excess of $1,500, consisting of
engines, accessories, rolling stock and more.

Although not everyone took home a raffle
prize some were surprised by receiving an
AGTTA Appreciation Award acknowledging their
superlative support of the club during 2009. So |
think the consensus was that it was a very
pleasant evening to catch up with friends, old and
new, and enjoy a great meal, all for only $15.

December is the month we set aside to
celebrate the holidays, to visit family and friends
and certainly enjoy the toy trains that are part of
the decorations. On behalf of the Board | would
like to extend our best wishes to all of you for a
safe and festive Holiday Season.

KLN Kennecott ‘O’ MP-15 Diesel
Lionel ‘O’ Auto Operating Semaphore Signal
AMF ‘S’ Mystic Station (w/ Talking Record)

Lionel 'O-27’ 6-1501 Midland Freight Set

MTH UP ‘O’ 3-Bay Hopper - 20-97417
1867 Loco N. Perry Wall Plaque

KLN ‘O’ Hershey's Tractor Trailer

VHS Tape — Video Visits Glacier Express
DVD - Great Canadian Train Ride
Framed Pictures — Christmas Train

Box of Assorted Train Items & Parts
Magazines — 8 Classic Toy Train issues
Magazines — 8 Classic Toy Train issues
Framed Picture — Rio Grande Freight
Framed Picture — PRR 1951 Mainline
Framed Picture — Southern Pacific Freight
‘G’ Dale Earnhart Jr. Race Car Model
Thomas The Tank Sodor Timber Saw

Provided by AGTTA
Provided by AGTTA
Provided by AGTTA
Provided by AGTTA
Donated by Pat Archer
Donated by Bart Gray
Donated by Jon Everett
Donated by Ed Karper
Donated by Pat Archer
Donated by Tom Barker
Donated by Tom Barker
Donated by Rand Washburn
Donated by Carl Lewis
Donated by Carl Lewis
Donated by

Donated by Ed Karper
Donated by Jim Osborne
Donated by Syd Mason
Donated by Ed Jones
Donated by Ed Jones
Donated by Ed Jones
Donated by Bart Gray
Donated by Ed Jones

donated to the November Raffle.

See you at the Meet on Thursday,
December 10™ !

THE 2010 AGTTA BOARD

The voter “turnout” for our 2010 Board Of
Directors Election was outstanding. Of course
with a ballot containing so many highly qualified
candidates who would have expected anything
less. The race for Directors was very tight with
only a few votes separating the candidates. The
election results for the 2010 Board, which were
announced at November Meet, are:

President: Bob Wall

Vice President: Ken Steele
Secretary: Jim Weatherford
Treasurer: Jon Everett
Directors: Andy Estep

Dave Campbell
Steve Mitton
Steve Pierce

Mike Wheeler
Past President:  Bart Grey
Main-Line Editor: Bill Hohnhorst
Web-Master Alan Hamel



AGTTA 2010 MEET DATES

Since you know you don't want to miss
any of our 2010 Meets, here are the dates for next
year's monthly get-togethers. Might as well go
ahead and mark the dates on your calendar now.

January 14 July 8
February 11 August 12
March 11 September 9
April 8 October 14
May 13 November 11

June 19 — Open House December 9

All meetings will be on a Thursday except
for the June 19" All Day Open House Meet, which
will be on the traditional Saturday.

CLUB NEWS

Thank You Andy Anderson — The 2009 Board,
on behalf of all Club Members, would like to
extend our sincere appreciation to our outgoing
Secretary, Mr. Andy Anderson , for his many,
many outstanding years filling this important
position. His smiling face and friendly demeanor
will be truly missed at future Board Meetings.

Thank You Butch Alvarado — As he has done
for many, many years Butch once again arranged
to have a Thanksgiving Turkey as the Door Prize
at our November Meet. A free ticket was given to
each member and guest in attendance with the
lucky winner being Ken Steele. Thank you again
Butch for doing this for the Club.

Bob Lawrence Passes Away — It was with much
sadness that we learned that one of AGTTA's
long time members, who joined the club 25 years
ago in 1984, passed away. Bob was a huge
supporter of the Club having served on our Board
of Directors, been a steady runner at our Club’s
shopping center modular layouts and always
being there when we needed him. He was a
super person and will be dearly missed.

Services will be held at St. David's
Episcopal Church, 5050 Milton in South Claire-
mont, on Saturday, December 12th at 2:00 pm.
Condolences may be addressed to his wife, Sue
Lawrence, at 619-276-4628 or 4971 September
Street, San Diego, CA 92110-12109.

Great Train Expo @ Del Mar — If you make it up
to this year's annual show at the Del Mar
Fairgrounds (December 12-13, 10-4. admission
$7 & parking $9) make sure you stop by the
AGTTA table and say “Hi!”

2009 CLUB APPRECIATION
AWARDS

The following individuals were chosen to
receive this year's Club Appreciation Awards in
recognition of their unselfish efforts put forth in
support of our Club. From meeting hall
preparation and cleanup, modular layout
participation, open house layout tour hosting, D-
27 layout construction, club donations,
promotions at regional train meet events and
much more they help make our Club the fun and
successful organization it continues to be.

The 2009 Appreciation Awards were
presented at the Christmas Dinner to the
following recipients:

Butch Alvarado Ed Karper
Gretchen & Pat Archer Geri Kronert
Larry Archuleta Jim Murphy
Dave Campbell Roland Pierce
Lee Davis Mike Quigg
Trina & John Duffy Dick Seaney

Carol & Roland Frandsen Anthony Tarantino
Larry Gardner Susan & Marvin Wait
Alan Hamel Mike Wheeler

Fred Holmes

Many thanks to each of these individuals
for helping make our Club the best!

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 2010
The Dates: November 1 to May 14, 2010

The Prize: TBA
The Rules:
1) Can't be a 2009 Member, the exception
being your own Membership Renewal
2) A Regular Membership counts as 1
while a Family counts as 1 %2
3) All new members are subject to Article

II, Section 2, Qualification and
Admission, of our Bylaws, which states:
“Members shall be persons of
responsibility and integrity. An applicant
shall be admitted to membership upon
submission of a Membership Application
Form and approval of the Board of
Directors or  such membership
committee as the Board may appoint.”

So start signing up those new Members!




DECEMBER TECH TIP

ELIMINATING THE BUZZ IN LIONEL E-UNITS
By Jim Weatherford

When | first got into the model train hobby in
1982, | acquired a Burlington GP-7 and it had a
loud e-unit. Those of us who run Lionel postwar
trains have at least one locomotive with buzzing
that we all find annoying. | figured the angry
hornets in my locomotive were caused from the e-
unit coil vibrating at the AC power frequency of 60
Hz.

| asked long time Lionel repairman Bart
Grey if installing a full wave bridge rectifier in the
loco to convert the e-unit coil to work off DC would
eliminate the buzz. He told me it would but the
plunger would eventually become magnetized and
"stick" in one position. | decided not to worry
about the buzz in favor of reliable operation.

Twenty-seven years have gone by and
many operators have asked how to reduce the
buzz and the only sure way was to install a solid
state reversing unit in the loco and remove the
electro-mechanical device completely. At $35 to
$40 each plus labor (if you aren't handy around a
soldering iron) becomes pretty expensive if you
have a large fleet to convert.

A couple of weeks ago | decided to do
some experimenting to find out how long it would
take for the e-unit plunger to become magnetized
and if there might be a work-around (like a spring)
that could be added to force the plunger back in
place to overcome the magnetic attraction.

| bought a full wave bridge rectifier at
Radio Shack for $2 and installed it in a Northern
Pacific GP-9. It certainly reduced the buzz to a
very tolerable level so | ran the locomotive for a
good 45 minutes at about 17 volts to see if the DC
would magnetize the plunger. It didn't!! So |
asked Bart the question | should have asked all
those years ago and that was how long does it
take to magnetize the plunger? He said it
depends on how much you run the locomotive but
probably at least several months. | guess 45
minutes was too small a sample.

Bart also said the plunger could be
demagnetized with a degausser, or placing the
plunger on a hard surface and hitting it with a
small hammer, or cleaning it with a wire brush.

| also tried to reduce the buzz by placing
shims between the coil and the e-unit frame. |
was unable to make any improvements.

Most e-units made after 1953 have a
cone-shaped pin riveted to the top of the e-unit
frame that the plunger rides in when the coil is
energized. | was able to reduce the buzz slightly
by pressing on the top of the rivet. You would,
however, have to disassemble the e-unit frame
completely and try to tighten the rivet. This is not
a task for the average operator.

Since the e-unit buzzes even when not
mounted to the chassis there's no benefit isolating
the e-unit from the chassis with rubber spacers.

| was determined to discover what the
source of the buzzing really was so | poked and
prodded and squeezed on the e-unit until | was
able to make the noise go away by pressing up on
the two "arms" of the plunger until they were tight
against the slot in the frame. | tested an identical
e-unit that didn't have the buzz so | knew they
didn't "all do it". | removed the plunger and
ground off the top of the plunger pawl (about half
of the tab) so the plunger would go further into the
coil and the arms would be tight against the slot
top. Guess what happened? The buzzing
stopped.

Top of Slot



Grind Down This Edge

Now there're two methods you might
employ to stop the e-unit buzzing: converting to
DC operation or modifying the plunger assembly
to allow the plunger to be pulled further into the
coil.

I've already addressed modifying the
plunger assembly, so, if you're willing to risk the
plunger becoming magnetized, here's how to
convert your e-unit coil to work with direct current.

1. Purchase a full wave bridge rectifier
similar to this one. The flat ones work better than
the round rectifier because we'll use the double
back sticky foam tape to adhere the rectifier to the
back of the e-unit.

2. Remove the wire harness clip from the
back of the e-unit and put it in your parts drawer.

3. Clean the back of the rectifier and the
e-unit with alcohol or mineral spirits so the foam
will stick well. Cut a piece of the foam the size of
the rectifier.

4. Bend the four "legs" of the rectifier 90
degrees so the ends won't touch the shell.

5. Unsolder the two coil wires from the
terminal lugs on the e-unit. Be careful handling
the coil wires, they're fragile.

6. Attach the foam tape to the back of the
rectifier.

7. Attach the rectifier to the back of the e-
unit frame.

8. Solder the two coil wires to the (+) and
(-) wires on the rectifier.

9. Cut a short jumper wire that will run
from the e-unit terminal to one of the inside wires
of the rectifier. (The two inner wires are for the
AC input while the two outside rectifier wires are
for the DC output.) Cut another wire that will run
from the switched ground terminal lug on the e-
unit.

10. Solder the two wires to the rectifier and
then to the e-unit terminal lugs.



You've now completed the conversion.
Note that you can still use the e-unit lever to "lock"
the e-unit in the condition you wish (forward,
neutral, or reverse).

JANUARY HOW-TO CLINIC

Jim Weatherford & Mike Wheeler will kick off
the first of the 2010 How-To Clinics by showing

you in person how to do this month’'s Tech Tip.
You will not want to miss this presentation.

AGTTA LIGHTED OBSERVATION
DRUMHEADS

At the November Meet Butch Alvarado,
Syd Mason and Jim Weatherford talked about the
possibility of having made AGTTA Drumheads.
Based on the positive response Jim went on the
Internet and found Dan’'s Drumheads N’ More.
After being assured it wouldn’'t be a problem to
have them made Jim sent Dan a high resolution
image of our emblem and within days Jim received
a prototype that he and Bob Wall thought looked
great. So Jim placed an order for 25.

He's pleased to announce that he's
already taken delivery and has begun distributing
them to those who pre-ordered. He still has a
number left and they will be available at the
December Meet on a first-come, first-serve basis.
The total cost is only $7.

If you want one of these special order
collectibles see Jim at the Meet. If you can't
make the Meet you can reach Jim at (619) 287-
8687 or wxfd@cox.net .

AGTTA 2010
DUES INVOICE / RENEWAL FORM

All Gauge Toy Train Association Year 2010 dues are
Annual dues are $25 for an Individual Membership a

now payable.
nd $30 for a Family.

Please make your check payable to AGTTA.
Please mail this completed form & check to:
ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION, 4634 Coconino Way, San Diego, CA 92117
PAYMENT IS DUE JANUARY 1, 2009. A Late Fee will b e charged after February 28, 2010.

NAME

MEMBER NUMBER:

STREET ADDRESS:

APT. NO.:

CITY:

STATE: ZIP:

PHONE: (

GAUGE / INTEREST:

NEW MEMBER’S SPONSOR NAME:

SPONSOR'’S CLUB NUMBER:

YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION ABOVE WILL ONLY BE DISTRI BUTED TO THE OFFICERS AND
BOARD OF DIRECTORS UNLESS YOU DESIGNATE YOUR CONSEN T BELOW.
| GIVE CONSENT FOR MY NAME, EMAIL & PHONE # TO APPEAR IN THE CLUB WEBSITE & PUBLICATIONS
| GIVE CONSENT FOR ONLY MY NAME & MEMBER # TO APPEAR IN THE CLUB WEBSITE & PUBLICATIONS

| WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE MAIN-LINE AS FOLLOWS (C hoose one):
| WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE MY MAIN-LINE NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL ONLY
| WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE A PAPER MAIN-LINE NEWSLETTER BY U.S. MAIL
| WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE MAIN-LINE BOTH BY E-MAIL AND BY U.S. MAIL

Individual

Check #.....

veveennn$eiieen..Date Payment Received




Dec 10 Thursday =~ AGTTA December Meet Jan 14 Thursday  AGTTA January Meet

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 Bob Wall (858) 452-8955
Dec 12 Saturday  Great Train Expo at Del Mar Fair- Feb 11 Thursday = AGTTA February Meet
/13 / Sunday grounds www.trainexpoinc.com Bob Wall (858) 452-8955

Dec 20 Sunday Christmas Train Meet & Open
House in Anaheim
Ken (714) 538-8218

ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION
4634 Coconino Way
San Diego, CA 92117

NEXT MEET:

Thursday, December 10 ™

4:30 — 8:00

Torrey Pines Christian Church
8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North




Al's Choo Choo Loco

Repairs, Layouts, Collections
Call: (714) 654-0726

D&S Hobbies

28465 Old Town Front Street, Suite 123
Temecula, CA 92590

Wanted to buy N-HO-G
Lionel & American Flyer
Trains, Parts, Accessories

Service and Repairs:
Trains, Accessories,
and Transformers

Scott L. Kugler Hours:
Debbie I. Kugler Mon, Wed, Thurs. 9am - 6pm
dnsslk@msn.com Fri, Sat, Sun 10am - 7pm

Phone: 951-694-1773

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale

See & Hold What You Buy
All Gauges - Everything Trains
3000 Trains & Everything For Them
2009 TRAIN SCHEDULE
SEPT 26 / DEC 19
Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819
4838 Old Cliffs Road, San Diego

Electric Trains Keep Roland

Roland Frandsen Jr.
Mon-Fri 9-2 & Sat 9-1
(619) 258-0862
(Please call before coming)
10259 Escadera Drive, Santee, CA

Elystoys
Lional, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives,
Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller

Jean & Dave Ely
Urbandale, lowa

515-664-8217
elystoys@gmail.com

Rock House Station

Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours
Bus: (760) 788-9846
Fax: (760) 788-8164
2505 Main Street, Suite 5, Ramona, CA

Trains Are Good

Rob & Sharon Freeburn
M-F10-5 & Sat10-7 & Sun12-6
& By Appointment
Bus: (619) 294-8372 / Orders: 1-800-642-9054
Fax: (619) 294-3312
3683 Midway Drive, San Diego, CA

Eric’s Train Repair
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR

American Flyer Trains

By Appointment Only
Phone Hours: 8am-8pm Mon-Sat
Eric Bense 858-578-2395

10705 Lorie Avenue erichense@aolccom
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG

Bruce Cameron, Manager
www.reeds-hobbies.com
E-mail: reeds@abac.com

8039 La Mesa Blvd., La Mesa, CA 91941
(619) 464-1672 Fax (619) 464-6087
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AGTTA LIGHTED OBSERVATION DRUMHEADS

By Jim Weatherford

Editor's Note: Jim submitted this article for
inclusion in the December MainLine
Newsletter. However | did not have room to
include the entire article in the eight-page
MainLine that is mailed out so | had to
summarize his article to fit it in (see page 7).
But here | have space to include the entire
article, which appears below.

Since Jim wrote this article he has
taken delivery of the Drumheads and has
begun distributing them to those who had pre-
ordered one. He still has a number of them left
and they will be available on a first-come, first-
served basis at the December Meet.

Back in the middle of November, Butch
Alvarado and Syd Mason asked me to install
a lighted drumhead they had bought via the
Internet. (Those of you who know Syd will not
be surprised if | told you his drumhead featured
the Milwaukee Road name.) | was able to
determine the problems and repaired the
connections so the drumhead would properly
display the Milwaukee Road Railroad emblem.

Butch had several other drumheads he
had bought and he approached me with the
idea of making drumheads with the AGTTA
emblem. | thought that was a great idea and
decided to see what could be done to make
Butch's idea come to fruition.

| found Dan's Drumheads N' More on
the Internet and contacted him with an inquiry
about custom building O gauge drumheads

with the AGTTA logo. He said sure, no problem.

Butch, Syd, and | made a presentation at
the November Meet to introduce the AGTTA club
members to the product. We announced that we
could get these custom drumheads fabricated for
$7.00 each including shipping; no minimum or
maximum. We took a quick count of club
members who wanted a AGTTA drumhead and |
decided to place an order for 25 units.

| had a high resolution image of the
AGTTA emblem that | sent to Dan and he quickly
made a prototype for Bob Wall and my approval.

The design was approved and we had a
tentative delivery date of 28 November.

Those of you who might be interested in
purchasing a drumhead with a specific road name
can go directly to Dan's Ebay store.

http://members.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dII?View
UserPage&userid=brdercollieluv

12



BOB LAWRENCE

In Memory Of

Editor's Note: Last month we lost of our long
time Club Members and supporters. Bob was
well known and respected by all who had the
pleasure to get to know him. In remembrance |
would like to reprint the following article that
was written by Sheila Mitton and published in
the MainLine in 1991. Bob, may you rest in
peace, we will miss you.

Bob Lawrence, the son of a navy chief,
wished for trains as a child. His wish was
rekindled as an adult when he met Ed Karper
and Hugh Gruber operating toy trains in
Balboa Park. They introduced him to the All
Gauge Toy Train Association. Bob, a retired
navy commander and engineer, has been an
AGTTA member since 1984. He is a member
of the Board of Directors and has served as a
board member for three years.

Bob collects standard gauge. His
collection includes a Union Pacific M-10000
made by Jerry Brown, an HO scale Zeppelin,
and a Milwaukee Hiawatha by Jad. He also
has early Lionel trains (1910 series). His
favorite train is an early Lionel standard gauge.

While running his Union Pacific M-10000,
Bob had a train wreck. Undaunted, Bob
contacted the maker, Jerry Brown, explaining the
train accident and asking him if he could fix it.
Jerry Brown took the train and restored it to
original condition for only $35. Bob felt very
fortunate that Jerry undertook the repair as a
labor of love for minimal cost.

Bob belongs to the Toy Train Operating
Society (TTOS) and he and his wife, Sue,
attended TTOS's 25th Convention in Long Beach.

On a three week trip to England, Bob and
Sue rode seven different trains during their visit.
They went from northern to southwest Wales.
One of the trains they rode went 125 miles per
hour. Their favorite train ride was Festiniog
Railway. This railway originally was used to
transport the products of a slate mine to a port on
the coast. Now, the Fairlie steam engines carry
passengers to the mines. In a Fairlie engine, the
engineer sits in the center and shovels coal on
both sides. The engine is double-ended. In
England, Bob said they have a different term for
the engineer. They call him a driver.
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Bob has contributed to the AGTTA by
starting the standard gauge module group with
John Wilkinson building the first module. Bob
runs LGB and O gauge on the module, which is
8 X 20 feet. He ran the trains at Clairemont
Shopping Center during the holiday display. He
said the disadvantage of the standard gauge
module is the length of time it takes to set up. It
took eight hours the first time.

Although Bob is interested in all gauges,
he encourages people to bring standard gauge
to run. Bob enjoys his trains and hopes to build
a home layout during his retirement. His
enthusiasm for trains and eagerness in sharing
them is special. He said, "Don't be afraid to pick
up these trains and handle them. They're toys.
Enjoy."

His advice to newcomers to the club,
"Bring money and be discriminating.”

Happy Holidays - | would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your Family a very Merry
Christmas, a Wonderful Holiday Season, and the very best of New Years. | would also like to thank
you one and all for all your inputs that you have provided me with throughout the last twelve
months. | hope you have enjoyed this year's MainLine Newsletters and will keep those inputs

coming next year. They enable me to keep the Newsletter full of informative, fun and exciting
“stuff”. And | know you guys like that kind of “stuff” so don’t hesitate to send every and anything my
way. It will be most appreciated. See you at the December Meet! And Happy Holidays!




