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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
The “Dog Days of 

August” are here.  And I am 
looking forward to our AGTTA 
fall events. 

We are again operating 
at the Model Railroad Museum 
at Balboa Park.  The dates will 
be September 15 - October 2.   
We need plenty of members to 
bring out your favorite toy 

trains in S, O, and Standard Gauges.  I will be 
there when my teaching schedule permits.  I plan 
on bringing several head turning crowd pleasers 
including the Zephyr and AF 3020 sets.  I would 
love to see trains from as many different eras on 
the layout as we can possibly get.  I have seen 
tears come to the eyes of seniors who either saw 
“their train” or the train their parents could not 
afford. 
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MTH DCS SYSTEM  

This month’s Clinic will be guest-hosted by, Jim 
Osborne .  Jim has volunteered to make a 
presentation on the “ins and outs” of the MTH 
Digital Control System.  This will be your 
chance to learn everything you ever wanted to 
know about this very popular system.  Also, Jim 
is encouraging anyone who needs to have their 
TIU or Remote updated to bring them along to 
the Meet for he will be happy to perform the 
needed updates. 

The Clinic will begin at the regular start time of 
5:15.  We hope you will come out and give Jim 
a warm welcome to the How-To Clinic Table. 

CLINIC START TIME:  5:15 PM  
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 We are again this year planning on 
operating our portable layout at Del Mar, which 
should again be a great recruiting opportunity for 
our club.  Show off your collection - toy trains are 
meant to be operated, NOT collect dust on a shelf 
much less sit in a box in your garage or attic.   

We are still selling tickets for our current 
“Special Raffle”, the limited edition print of the 
Escondido RR Station.  As of August 2nd, 15 
tickets have been sold; but we need 75 tickets 
sold to hold the drawing.  Tickets are only $5 
each.  So buy raffle tickets. 

At the October Meet, there will be 
nominations for the election of officers.  
Nominations will be followed by the “Ed Karper 
Memorial” freebie table.  Elections will be held in 
November at our scheduled meet. 

December will bring our Christmas Party, 
which is always well attended as well, and our 
second “All Day” meet on Saturday, December 
10th. 

I want to thank our How-To Clinic 
workshop instructors in teaching the fine art of toy 
train repair, especially Jim Weatherford  and Bart 
Gray. 

We always need items for “Show and 
Tell”.  Share your unusual collectibles with your 
fellow collectors.  Bring out the “What is it?”, “Who 
made it?”, “What was I thinking?” items as well.  
We have a tremendous knowledge base among 
our fellow collectors. 

As of this writing I am working on my 
personal toy train projects.  I’m building two 2-6-
0s based on the Lionel 261/262 and the Louis 
Hertz articles and book from 1940.  This is my 
first venture in rebuilding an entire mechanism 
into a configuration that Lionel never made.  The 
motor side plates have been laid out and partly 
drilled.  I am waiting for ball bearings for the axels 
hopefully creating a very free rolling chassis.  I am 
mounting a new pilot on the frame replacing the 
too often broken part with one modification, I am 
milling out the center to permit the mounting of a 
front coupler permitting the double heading of my 
two locomotives. If all goes well, my next two 
projects will be a 2-8-2 Mikado, and a 2-10-0 
Decapod.  I will need a trip to Cal-Stewart in 
November for parts for these projects 

I have an idea for a club owned “Santa 
Special” train.  If you can contribute a few Lionel 
cars suitable for repainting that would be great.  I 
would like to have a 6454 size boxcar that could 
be repainted in Ralston Purina colors “Purina 
Reindeer Chow”.  Also, a 6473 shorty Horse car 
or MPC equivalent where we could add antlers to 
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Main-Line Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  Big All-Day 
Saturday Meets are held in June & December. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com  

2011 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  
President 

Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
 edoptician@yahoo.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele (619) 644-1247 
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Jim Weatherford (619) 287-8687 

 wxfd@cox.net 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett (858) 538-0930 
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Dave Campbell (619) 575-7578  
 airportinfomation@san.rr.com 

Bart Grey (619) 281-9347 
 ccbbpg@gmail.com 
Steve Mitton (619) 621-9779 

 sam9820@hotmail.com 
Steve Pierce (858) 571-6238 

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
 Greg Smyth (619) 476-9942 
  gregsmyth@earthlink.net 
Immediate Past President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Website Coordinator 
Alan Hamel  (858) 453-5297 

 alanchamel@aol.com 
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the horses and call it the “North Pole Stables”.  
And a Barrel Ramp Car (broken railing OK) for a 
“Santa Launch” car where we could mount a 
plastic Santa’s Sleigh and eight reindeer facing up 
the ramp.  More cars could be a shorty Lehigh 
Valley hopper redecorated  “St. Nicholas Mines” 
with a load of COAL, one or two beater Ft. Knox 
cars as workshop cars with elves, workbenches 
and the other with wrapping paper rolls and 
wrapped gifts, bringing up the rear a Lionel SP 
style caboose.  To pull it I would love a “baby” 
Hudson to be given a fancy paint job.  Can we pull 
this off?   

Hope to see you at this Thursday’s August 
Meet. 

Ed Samsen 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
New Members – Jim is pleased to be able to report 
that we had another new member join in July.  We 
would like to extend a warm welcome Steve 
Demro .  Steve lives in San Diego and is primarily 
interested in “O” gauge.   

2011 Membership Renewals  – None this month, 
which means we have a total of 13 2010 members 
who did not renew their 2011 Membership.�

2011 Membership Total  – As of August 1st Jim 
reports that our membership total stands at 140.  �

  CLUB NEWS 
How-To Clinic  – On behalf of the Club, How-To 
Clinic Coordinator Jim Weatherford  would like to 
thank Bart Grey  for hosting the July Clinic.  It was 
a very informative Clinic which the large group that 
gathered around enjoyed.  And Jim would like to 
thank Jim Osborne  for volunteering to host this 
month’s Clinic where the MTH DCS System will be 
the topic. 

Do you have a How-To subject that you 
would like to share with the membership?  Jim is 
always looking for members who would like to 
communicate their knowledge, skills and 
experiences with fellow Club Members.  And it’s so 
easy to do.  Just talk to Jim at a Meet, or give him 
a call (619-287-8687) or send him an e-mail 
(wxfd@cox.net ).  He really appreciates when 
members come forth & volunteer to host a clinic. 

Board Meeting – The 3rd Board Meeting of the 
year was held on Tuesday, August 2nd down at the 
SDMRM.  Here’s a brief rundown of what was 
discussed. 

June Open House Meet – Jon Everett  reported 
that table sales were excellent with 140 tables 
being sold.  Ken Steele  reported that the Auction 
was the best one yet with the Club benefiting to 
the tune of almost $150.  The Board would like to 
extend a big “Thank You!” to Al Keil & Steve 
Waggoner for bringing donuts, sales of which took 
in a nice $71.  And for bringing Pizza to the Friday 
Table Setup Session a big “Thank You!” is 
extended to Lee Davis .  Everyone seemed quite 
pleased with the lunch provided by the friendly 
folks from the Barbeque Pit  restaurant.  We’re 
happy to report that they have signed on to provide 
lunch at the December Holiday Open House.  All in 
all it was one of our best June Meets ever with the 
Club Treasury benefiting in amount of nearly $500. 

Special Raffle – Bob Wall  reported that tickets 
have been selling, albeit it a little slower then we 
would like.  Unfortunately the ticket holder of the 
$10 winning ticket drawn at the July Meet was not 
present so the $10 stayed in the pot, as they say.  
For those who have not yet bought tickets for our 
Special Raffle #3 “Arrival In Escondido” Framed 
Limited Edition print, BUY RAFFLE TICKETS!  ��

Calendar of Events –  The majority of the meeting 
was spent discussing and fine tuning the Events 
Calendar for the remainder of the year.  Please 
see below for a complete rundown of all the 
exciting events that will be forthcoming. 

  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
September – AGTTA Meet - will take place on 
Thursday, the 8th.  The featured attraction will be 
our annual White Elephant Raffle .  This is where 
you guys bring donated “goodies” for the Raffle 
Table and or given raffle tickets in exchange. 
September – SDMRM Layout Run –  Our second 
Layout Run Session at the Balboa Park SDMRM 
will run from September 15th to October 2nd.   
Setup will take place on Wednesday, the 14th and 
teardown on Monday, October 3rd.  Members are 
encouraged to come down and run and/or help 
with setup & teardown.  Please contact Bob Wall  
for signing up or for more info. 
October – Fall SDMRM Model Railroad Swap 
Meet – will be held on Saturday, the 8th.   
October – AGTTA Meet –  will take place on 
Thursday, the 13th.  The featured attraction will be 
the Ed Karper Memorial Free-Bee Table . 
October – 23 rd Annual TTOS SP Perris Meet – 
will be held on Sunday, October 23rd. 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Anyone in this picture look familiar?  See page 9 t o find out whom. 

 

JULY RAFFLE RESULTS 
 WINNER ITEM DESCRIPTION SOURCE     

Bill Hungerford Lionel Lines ‘O’ Trolley Provided by AGTTA 
Bob Wall MTH ‘O’ #57 Grey Lamp Post Set Provided by AGTTA 
Caroline Poindexter Lionel SOO ‘O’ Red Boxcar Provided by AGTTA 
Greg Smyth Lionel Sun Maid ‘O’ CVD Quad Hopper Provided by AGTTA 
Caroline Poindexter GLB AFL ‘S” Red Caboose Provided by AGTTA 
Greg Smyth KLB Dream-Plan-Build Layout Tips Vol 2 DVD Provided by AGTTA 
Alan Hamel Reading Sign / Reading Pin Donated by Ed Jones  
Bill Hungerford HO Train Set Donated by Ed Jones  
Steve Pierce Video Rails: Montana Rail Link VHS Donated by Tom Barker  
Ron Morse Video Rails: China Part 1 VHS Donated by Tom Barker  
Caroline Poindexter Universal: For Richer or Poorer VHS Donated by Tom Barker  
Christine Poindexter Model Railroader Magazines Donated  
Ron Morse Model Railroader Magazines Donated  
Greg Smyth 2006 Issues of Railroad Fan Donated  
Lee Davis 2007 Issues of Railroad Fan Donated  
Caroline Poindexter Railroad Fan Magazines Donated  
Caroline Poindexter Californian Magazines Donated  

Another BIG ”Thank You!” to all the Members who don ated to the July Raffle.   
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Bart Grey’s How-To Clinic  demonstrated new trackside accessory options  

 

 
Butch Alvarado displayed his Nicholas Smith Anniver sary Cars 

JULY MEET PHOTO GALLERY 
Photos taken by Bob Wall �



 

August, 2011    6 AGTTA Main-Line 

 
Syd Mason brought along a nice display of Mini Engi nes & Motorized Units  

 

 
Riki Henneberg does a quick repair as Mike Wheeler & Alan Hamel look on 
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SPECIAL RAFFLE #3 
“ARRIVAL IN  ESCONDIDO”  

 
FRAMED LIMITED EDITION PRINT 

ARTIST:  Stanislaus J Sowinski 
Donated by Ken Steele  

THE PRINT:  As you can see above this is a unique print that any train aficionado should love to 
display in their home.  It’s an oil print on paper with an image size of 17" X 23" and is signed by 
Mr. Sowinski and it is framed.  It is valued at $100.  We can’t thank Ken Steele enough for 
donating this unique print for our Special Raffle #3. 

THE ARTIST: Stanislaus J. Sowinski, known as "Stan" to friends and family, was an 
accomplished Painter, Iconographer, Illustrator and Teacher.  Stan was born in Milwaukee 
Wisconsin on May 7, 1927.  He died at his home in Rancho Bernardo California on January 8, 
2010 at the age of 82. 

Stan Sowinski studied art in Milwaukee before joining the Navy in 1945.  He spent 26 
years in the Navy, having four sea commands, including a 21-ship squadron during the Vietnam 
war.  He painted during his entire Navy career, finding ways to keep his skills sharp and his 
passion active even while stationed aboard ships at sea.  During that time he had one-man 
shows in Washington D.C., the U.K., Japan, and the Philippines.  Stan also showed at a special 
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government sponsored exhibit at the U.S. Embassy in London.  
He retired from the Navy in 1971, taking up permanent 
residence in San Diego County, and painted, taught art 
courses, exhibited and completed many special commissions 
for many churches and public buildings in the San Diego area. 

Stan had his early art training in High School where he 
studied with the former President of the Wisconsin Watercolor 
Society, Edward Boerner.  Later, when WWII ended, he 
enrolled in night courses to study with the California 
Impressionist, Alfred Mitchell.  Upon discharge from the Navy 
he enrolled in the San Diego School of Art.  After a year he 
transferred to San Diego State University where he was 
graduated with a BA in Arts/Education. 

As his artistic talents grew and multiplied Stan became 
an authority and master of the Byzantine style Icon, and has 
completed many special religious theme commissions and 
placed large scale Icons in Orthodox and Catholic churches 

throughout the San Diego area.  His large scale oil paintings grace the walls of a university, 
corporate headquarters, restaurants, city halls, and many public buildings.  

His most recent accomplishments include a 6' X 18' oil dyptych for the University of 
California, San Diego, and the complete interior Altar Design and five very large oil paintings in 
traditional style for Saint Mary's Church in Escondido, California. 

In September 2006 Stan was commissioned to do a special painting related to his Polish 
heritage, a historical reenactment of "Pulaski and the Battle of Savannah," which was unveiled 
before a large audience in the Veteran's Room in the Polish Cultural Center, Milwaukee 
Wisconsin.  This commission was further honored by being placed in the center's permanent 
display for the public to view and enjoy. 

A few of the more notable publications in which he appears include the International 
Who's Who, Who's Who in the West, Who's Who in American Art, and Falk's Who Was Who in 
American Art (featuring his work from 1950 back). 

TICKET SALES:   Ticket sales for our Special Raffle Print commenced at June’s All Day Meet.  
Tickets are just $5 each.  The minimum number of tickets to be sold will be 75 with a maximum 
of 100.  They will be sold over a five month period from June until October.  Assuming we sell 
the minimum number of tickets the Grand Prize drawing will take place at the October 10th Meet. 

MONTHLY PRIZE DRAWINGS:   Pat Archer had the winning ticket at the June Meet but the 
July winner was not present.  The $10 cash prize winning tickets drawings will continue at the 
August 11th and September 8th Meets.  You must be present at the monthly Meet to win the $10 
cash drawing.   Then the winning ticket will be reentered for the Grand Prize Set drawing at the 
October Meet.  For the Grand Prix drawing you will not need to be present to win the Print.  This 
format allows everyone buying tickets early to have multiple chances to win.   

PARTICIPATION:   Your purchase of raffle tickets in these Club Special Raffles provide you with 
the opportunity to have a little fun while helping AGTTA cover the Club’s basic operational 
overhead expenses (hall rent, insurance, newsletter, etc.).  Through these raffles we’ll be able to 
keep annual dues at their current level or continue to offer free admission and table sales at our 
monthly Meets.  So as they say, buy raffle tickets.     

INFORMATION:  Bob Wall / (858) 452-5297 / bobwall@juno.com 

BOTTOM LINE:  BUY RAFFLE TICKETS!
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Editor’s Note:   Lee Davis sent along this personal reflection on a good time in his young life.  I thought 
you guys would enjoy Lee’s remembrances and accompanying photo.  I’m sure we all have some 
hopefully good memories and pictures about “cool” things that happened to us when we were young.  
And I would love to highlight them in future editions of the Main-Line.  Just send me a few words and 
some photos and I will be happy to include them in a future issue. 
 

Here is a picture of me back in the day.  I'm not sure of the year, late forty’s I would guess.  It was 
taken at the YMCA in Scranton, PA.  Every year they had Train Races.  On the gym floor they would set 
up two huge ovals of Lionel track with two ZW transformers, and off we went, pedal to the metal.  The 
years prior to my parents buying my brother and I our American Flyer, my Uncle Carl would come over 
Christmas Eve and set up some of the greatest train layouts a kid could have.  For the train races he 
loaned me one of his Marx trains. I won third place and was awarded a Marx light tower that I still have 
on my garage layout.  Pretty cool huh.  Looking back on it all, I think I had great childhood.  Lots of good 
memories!    

PS:  I would like to give credit to Alan Hamel for all his work, scanning, and cleaning up the old yellow 
newspaper.  Thanks Alan.    Lee Davis 
 
 

 
In case you can’t see it, that’s Lee in the bottom row, lower left corner of the left picture.

 

Who Is It? - On page 4 that is a young Lee Davis in  the 1 st seat of the second row from the left.

A LOOK BACK TO OUR PAST 
Submitted by Lee Davis 
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All Lionel Diesels and many of the larger 

steam locomotives use some form of worm gear to 
power the drive wheels.  Most diesels use the 
vertically mounted motor while the steam 
locomotives utilize the in-line mounted (at an angle) 
motor.  The post war Lionel steam locomotives are 
the 671, 681, 682, 726, 736, and 2020.  The pre-war 
700E, the early post war Steam Turbine and 
Berkshire, the 773 Hudson, and the older dual 
motored F-3's have a horizontally mounted motor 
incorporating a gear box to transfer power from the 
armature shaft to the drive wheels. 

Let's assume you have removed the cab or 
the boiler and have access to the motor and all the 
electrical wiring.  Unsolder the wires from the "E" 
unit that are attached to the brush plate and the 
field terminal.  Also unsolder the field wire so the 
brush plate can be completely removed.  Now 
remove the machine screws that hold the motor to 
the chassis or drive trucks.  Some vertically 
mounted motors have one screw that is removed 
from the bottom of the power truck while the in-line 
motors have two screws you remove from the top of 
the chassis.  The motor should be completely free 
of the chassis and wiring.  (Some locos have wire 
clamps to the light or coil couplers you'll have to 
remove).   

Remove the two machine screws that hold 
the brush plate to the field core and gently pull the 
brush plate off.  Don't lose the brushes or coiled 
brush springs (if your motor has them).  These are 

the easy ones.  Some diesels have the two 
rectangular speed nuts with the springs and cups 
that have to be removed to free the motor and drive 
wheels from the chassis.  Fortunately, you don't 
have to remove the speed nuts to service the 
motor, just remove the brush plate and lift the 
armature straight up and out.   

The motors that have the worm gear as an 
integral part of the armature can now be easily 
broken down further for a more thorough "lube, oil, 
and filter."  Those motors with the gear pressed on 
the armature shaft should not be dismantled any 
further unless the gear needs replacing.   

Let's now dismantle the motors that have 
internal bearings.  Remove the "E" clip near the end 
of the armature shaft above the worm gear.  You 
can now pull the armature out of the motor.  There 
should be two sets of bearings and four thrust 
washers that will slide off the shaft.  Some older 
motors (late 1940's) have loose ball bearings and 
when they're dry I mean loose!!  Be very careful not 
to lose any of the individual bearings.  (If some of 
the loose bearings fall into the motor case between 
the two bushings, retrieve them before proceeding.) 

There are approximately nine bearings in 
each loose set.  The majority of the bearings in the 
newer locomotives are encased so handling is 
facilitated.  Now clean the bearings and washers in 
mineral spirits to dissolve all the old grease.  I use a 
soft tooth brush to scrub everything.   

Also, clean the armature shaft and the rest 
of the motor.  (Check to ensure the commutator is 

AUGUST 2011 TECH TIP 
HOW TO SERVICE WORM DRIVE MOTORS 

By Jim Weatherford 
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not loose on the armature shaft by holding the field 
with one hand and try to twist the commutator with 
the other.  The motor probably won't start on its own 
if the commutator is loose.  Armatures are relatively 
inexpensive so I recommend you replace any 
defective ones you encounter.)   

Clean the commutator with a pencil eraser 
or a very fine abrasive; we don't want to scratch the 
copper surface.  Clean the three commutator slots 
with a pointed stick.  (We are having fun now, aren't 
we?)   

OK, pack the bearings in a lightweight 
grease and let's reassemble the motor.  The thrust 
washers go on each side of the bearings.  You'll 
have one set inside the motor in front of the brass 
bushing and one set outside the motor on the other 
side of the bushing.  I always turn the bearings so 
the open side is up to help contain the grease.  
Always put a small amount of grease in the well on 
top of the bronze bushing when working with the 
motors with the loose bearings to keep them 
contained before installing the armature.   

I use a small screwdriver with the end 
coated in grease to install the small bearings one at 
a time.  Once both sets of bearings are properly 
installed, re-attach the "E" clip and spin the shaft to 
check for binding.  It should turn smoothly and 
quietly.  (Check end play on the armature.  There 
should be very little up and down play.  If there is 
some play, put an extra thrust washer in to reduce 
it.)   

Put the brush plate back on, install the 
brushes and you're ready for the next step.  Always 
clean the brush plate and brushes of all old dirt and 
grease before you reassemble.  The motors with 
the gear pressed on the end of the armature shaft 
can be oiled through the hole in the motor housing 
since you can't disassemble the motor to get to the 
bearings without removing the brass pressed-on 
gear. 

Clean the gear box of all old grease and re-
pack with new lightweight grease such as Lubriplate 
630-AA.  The motors that are dual worm drive (the 

older F-3's, the 700E, the old turbines, and some 
726's) should not be over-greased.   

The power truck of the F-3's has to be 
further broken down to get to the gears.  Once you 
have removed the motor, unsolder the roller pickup 
lead (front truck only) from the "E" unit terminal or 
the relay terminal and separate the power truck 
from the power frame assembly (chassis).  The 
front truck has the coil coupler bracket that will have 
to be removed.  Remove the centering spring ("U" 
shaped) and set aside.  Unsolder the wire that goes 
to the coil coupler.  Turn the truck over and remove 
the small shouldered screw the holds the shield.  
Set the shield aside.   

Unscrew the two flathead screws that hold 
the apron to the truck, lift the drawbar off the pivot 
stud and remove the coupler, drawbar, and apron 
from the truck.  Now remove the four screws that 
hold the truck frame cover.   

All the gears are now exposed.  You can 
remove the worm shaft assembly and the two worm 
shaft bearings for cleaning, oiling, and greasing.  
Go ahead and remove the two screws that hold the 
two truck side frames to the truck.  Turn the truck 
over and remove the two 4-40 roundhead screws 
that hold the collector assembly.  Set it aside.   

You now have the truck as bare as you can 
get it without removing the wheels.  I don't 
recommend further dismantling unless you have to 
replace wheels, gears, or axles.   

Clean the truck of all old grease, buff the 
wheels, oil the axles, and put grease on the worm 
wheel gears.  Clean the worm shaft assembly, oil 
the worm shaft bearings, and install in the truck.  
Pay close attention to the shaft bearings; they are 
tapered and must go in the proper way so the worm 
gear will engage the worm wheels on the axles. 

You'll know if everything is correct once the 
truck frame cover is back in place.  Spin the worm 
shaft gear (that's the one that protrudes through the 
frame cover); all four wheels should turn smoothly 
and together.  If you feel any slipping, check the 
shaft bearings for the correct seating.  Also check 
the wheels and the gear on the axles to make sure 
they are secure.   

Coat all gears with the lightweight Lubriplate 
grease.  DO NOT GREASE OR OIL THE WORM 
SHAFT ASSEMBLY BETWEEN THE WORM 
GEARS!!  I made that mistake the first time I 
serviced my F-3 and it would hardly run because 
there was too much grease.   

Put the collector assembly back on the truck 
being careful to route the wire for the coupler in the 
small channel and the power pickup through the 
slot in the frame cover.  Now put the apron and 
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coupler assembly back on the front of the truck.  
Solder the coupler wire, install the shield, and put 
the centering spring back in place.   

Ensure the collector assembly was installed 
correctly by performing a continuity check.  The 
power pickup should be isolated from the truck 
frame.  Also check the coupler by applying 16 volts 
AC to the slider shoe and to ground.  The coupler 
should work.  If you get any short circuits, recheck 
the collector assembly for pinched wires or 
improperly installed insulators.   

Install the truck side frames making sure 
they are on straight before tightening the binding 
screw.  This operation will run you through the front 
truck servicing for the F-3's.  The rear truck is 
similar although you can't remove the worm shaft 
assembly without removing the retaining plate for 
the dummy coupler.  I don't recommend doing this 
since the retaining plate is riveted and you can 
service the truck well enough without taking out the 
worm shaft.   

 
 

 At this point I should briefly refer to the 
motors on the diesels that are mounted with the 
rectangular speed nuts.  There is a small ball 
bearing in the plastic bearing housing where the 
end of the armature shaft is inserted to maintain 
alignment.  Do not lose the bearing, the armature 
rides on this bearing and proper operation is 
impossible without it. 

 

We're now in the wrap-up stages of the job.  
Reinstall the motor(s) and resolder all the wires 
back to the brush plate.  Test run the engine then 
install the shell or boiler.  I hope you'll now feel 
more comfortable performing some of your own 
maintenance. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

(Continued from Page 3) 

November – AGTTA Meet –  will be held on 
Thursday, the 10th and will feature the election of 
the 2012 Board of Directors. 
November – 27 th Annual Cal Stewart –  will be 
held in Pasadena from the 18th to the 20th. 
December – Del Mar Great American Train 
Show – will be held at the Del Mar Fairgrounds on 
the 3rd & 4th.  AGTTA will again be putting up and 
running our five-rail layout at the event. 
December – AGTTA Christmas Party – will take 
place on Tuesday, December 6th at Giovanni’s 
Italian Restaurant. 
December – AGTTA 2 nd Annual Holiday Season 
Open House & Toy Train Meet – will be held on 
Saturday, the 10th at the Church Hall. 

So as you can see, we have an action 
packed lineup of events scheduled for the 
remainder of the year.  Sure hope you can make 
as many events as possible. 

�
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Saturday, 
September 10, 2011 

 

Southern California’s Greatest  
Outdoor Railroadiana Swap Meet 

 

Fall 2011 
Railroadiana 
Swap Meet 

 

9 a.m. To 2 p.m. 
 

Railroad Antiques, Collectibles, Art, 
Books, Photos, Model & Toy Trains 

ADMISSION:  $7 adults, $5 children 5-11, 
under 5 Free - Also Free Parking! 

EXHIBITORS:  $18 for non-members.  Fee 
includes one admission - Space on a first-
come basis - Set-up starting at 7 a.m.  
Bring your own tables and chairs. 

Orange Empire Railway Museum 
2201 South “A” Street, Perris, CA  92570 

(951) 657-2605  /  www.oerm.org  
 

San Diego Model Railroad Museum’s 

Model Railroad 
Swap Meet 

Saturday, October 8 th, 2011 
7 am – 11 am 

Cost: Buyers $2 / Sellers $5 
Sellers must arrive by 6:30 for setup & 

must furnish their own tables 

Coffee & Donuts are now available for sale 

For additional info call Swap Meet 
Coordinator Jim Anderson – (619) 224-1041 

or the Museum Office – (619) 696-0199 
 

 
1649 El Prado, San Diego, CA 92101  
(619) 696-0199 / www.sdmrm.org  

_______________________________����

����

TEHACHAPI EXCURSION 
The Southern California Railway (SCRPA) is 
sponsoring a one-day summer outing for 
members and friends on Saturday, August 20, 
to tour the Tehachapi Depot Railroad Museum.  
The excursion will depart by bus at 8:00 am 
from the Fullerton Train Station and return 
about 6:00 pm.  The cost is $65 per person, 
which includes transportation, lunch at Wool 
Growers Restaurant in Bakersfield plus snacks 
and homeward bound wine on the bus.  You 
can get a copy of the Excursion flier and RSVP 
form at:  

http://www.scrpa.net/TehachapiTrip2011.pdf    
For additional info please call (714) 278-0648.
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NEW FLASH: SAN DIEGO VINTAGE TROLLEY READY TO ROLL 
 

The official unveiling of the Vintage Trolley #529 with ceremonial runs on the Silver line for VIP 
invitees only will take place on Thursday, August 18, 2011 at 11 a.m.  The invitees will gather below the 
clock tower at 12th & Imperial Avenue (HQ of MTS) amid much fanfare.  Speeches by Chairman of the 
San Diego Vintage Trolley and the MTS boards, Harry Mathis, his Honor, the Mayor, Jerry Sanders, and 
other dignitaries, as well as the volunteers and donors who made a dream become a reality.   The public 
is welcome to witness the unveiling. 

Work on this first car has been ongoing since 2006; all volunteer labor and generous donations 
from those who believe in the return of the PCC cars to the streets of downtown San Diego.  The car's 
cost added up to nearly $850K, which is big savings when compared with having the work completed in 
Pennsylvania at a cost of $1.5M + tax and round trip truck transportation.  This car is better than new.  It 
is truly a labor of love for all the people of San Diego and our country to enjoy.  San Diego will become a 
destination for street car lovers from all around the entire country. 

The San Diego Vintage Trolley, Inc. has a fleet of 6 PCC cars that they intend to restore and put 
back into service.  The first is #529.  Dave Slater (Restoration Project Manager for The San Diego 
Vintage Trolley, Inc. and President of The San Diego Electric Railway Association, Inc. and AGTTA 
Member) decided on this number because it is the next road number after the last PCC San Diego 
Electric Railway operated.  Dave says “This way, no one can say "Oh, this isn't correct, or that isn't 
correct, based on recollections".    The next car, #530, has been stripped and is waiting to go to body 
and paint.  Dave reports they need 100k to begin this process, but is confident that once our patrons see 
what a beautiful product we have made they will want to be in for the next car.   

Regular scheduled revenue service is planned to begin on Saturday, August 27, 2011.  The fare 
will be $2.00, seniors and handicapped - $1.00.  The route is the Downtown Loop, which will be about a 
20 minute ride. 

For further information about schedules, please call Judy Leitner, Marketing Manager, MTS @ 
(619) 557-4526 (1255 Imperial Avenue, Suite 1000, San Diego, CA 92101). 

Special thanks to Dave Slater  for providing the info for this article. 
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Al’s Choo Choo Loco 
Repairs, Layouts & Collections 

Call: (714) 654-0726 
 

Ed’s All Gauge Train Sale 
See & Hold What You Buy 

All Gauges - Everything Trains 
3000 Trains & Everything For Them 

2011 TRAIN SCHEDULE 
JUNE 25 / SEPT 17 / DEC 17  

8 AM – 1 PM 
Ed Jablonsky - (619) 287-0819 

4838 Old Cliffs Road 
San Diego, CA  92120 

Electric Trains Keep Roland 
Roland Frandsen Jr. 

Mon - Fri  9 - 2  &  Sat  9 - 1 
(619) 449-9503 (Please call before coming)  

10259 Escadera Drive  
Santee, CA 

 
 

 

����
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Call Greg Anastopoulos for Hours 
Bus: (760) 788-9846 
Fax: (760) 788-8164 

rockhousestation@hotmail.com  
2505 Main Street, Suite 5 

Ramona, CA 
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Eric’s Train Repair 
SPECIALIZING IN POST-WAR 

American Flyer Trains 
By Appointment Only 

Phone Hours: 8am - 8pm - Mon - Sat 

Eric Bense (858) 578-2395 
10705 Lorie Avenue ericbense@aolccom 
San Diego, CA 92131 TCA #: 01-53270, TTOS, NASG 

Steve Bovee, Owner 

www.reeds-hobbies.com 

E-mail:  reeds@abac.com 

 

Elystoys 
Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Ives, 

Hot Wheels, Dinky, Aurora Slots 
Tonka, Tootsietoy, Smith Miller 

 

Jean & Dave Ely (515) 664-8217 

Urbandale, Iowa elystoys@gmail.com 

Lionel Value Added Dealer Wanted to buy: 
Authorized Service Station Trains of all gauges 
American Flyer sales & service and vintage toys  

D & S HOBBIES 
28636 Old Town Front Street, Suite 100 

Temecula, CA  92590 
Phone: (951) 694-1773  

Scott L. Kugler Mon:    9 – 6   / Thurs.: Closed 
Deborah L. Kugler Tues. 11 – 4   /  Fri.:  11 – 6 
dnsslk@msn.com Wed.: 11 – 6   /  Sat.:   9 – 6 
 Sun.: 11 - 4 
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Aug 11 Thursday AGTTA August Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
Aug 28  Sunday TTOS-SP August Meet 
  Ken Flory  (714) 538-8218 
Sep 8 Thursday AGTTA September Meet 
  Ed Samsen (760) 485-4791 
Sep 10 Saturday OREM Fall Railroadiana Swap 
  Meet  www.oerm.org   
Sep 11 Sunday TTOS SW Division Picnic 
  www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm   

Sep 15 Thurs / AGTTA SDRRM Run 
   Oct 2    Sun Bob Wall  (858) 452-8955 
Sep 25 Sunday TTOS-SP September Meet 
  Ken Flory  (714) 538-8218 
Oct 8  Saturday SDMRM Swap Meet 
    
Dec 10 Saturday 2 nd Annual AGTTA Holiday 

Open House Train Meet 
  Bob Wall  (858) 452-8955

�
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 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 6621 Cartwright Street 

 San Diego, CA  92120-2407  
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEET: 
Thursday, August 11 th  

4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 

8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North 

SEPTEMBER MEET DATE: 
Thursday, September 8th  

 

 

 


