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For sure you do not want to miss this 
month’s Meet for we have something very 
special to show you.  A fter months of 
reading about its  creation you will be able 
to view the finished product at the Meet.  
Yes, AGTTA’s 40 th Anniversary D- 27 Lionel 
replica layout is finished.  After months of 
dedicated work by a super group of Club 
Members D-27 Layout Project  Coordinator, 
Jim Weatherford has announced its 
completion.  And we will have it at the 
August Meet so you can see what all the 
fuss has been about.  And I think you will 
not be disappointed.  So, don’t miss this 
Meet.  And don’t forget to bring some 
dollars so that you can buy your D- 27 
Raffle Tickets for there isn’t one Club 
Member who wouldn’t enjoy having this 
fantastic layout in their home.  ��� � �

*** ATTENTION ALL ***  
AUGUST MEET DATE HAS 

BEEN CHANGED! 
The Church has informed us that 
they need the Hall on our originally 
scheduled August  Meet Date.  
Therefore we have had to move the 
August Meet to one week later.  And 
the day will be Wednesday vice 
Thursday.  So please note that this 
month’s Meet will now be held on: 

WEDNESDAY,  
AUGUST 19TH 

*** RAFFLE TICKETS ***  
for the 40 th Anniversary D-
27 Lionel Layout will be on 
sale at this month’s Meet!  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

AGTTA’s July 
meet had its usual 
variety of activity with a 
slight drop off in 
attendance probably due 
to summer vacationers.  
The hall was full of 
sellers and happily 
included the return of 
Bob  Lawrence  who is 

anticipating parting with some of his standard 
gauge train collection.  Also Ed Karper and Jim 
Weatherford  conducted another really interesting 
clinic on kit-bashing a #41 motor chassis and a 
1615 boiler.   

Maybe the highlight of the meet was the 
raffle.  This was our biggest White Elephant Raffle 
ever with over forty items contributed by members 
in trade for tickets. Raffle items ranged from train 
sets, engines, rolling stock in all gauges, 
transformers, accessories, DVDs, videos, books, 
magazines.  There were so many donations and 
winners that we didn’t slow down the prize 
selection by recording names this month.  With no 
club cost involved all the tickets purchased netted 
a clear profit of just under fifty bucks.   

Many of you may not be aware that over 
the last 14 years we have raffled off $40,000 in 
trains which AGTTA’s Board feels is a real 
attribute to our club meetings.  And although we 
get very good member participation each month 
we still average a monthly deficit of $25 (just like 
our federal and state budgets) that is absorbed 
and covered by club dues and fund raisers.  
Raffle prize donations are always welcomed, so 
what may be collecting dust at your home, might 
be a treasure for someone else to enjoy.   

During the month of July Alan Hamel, 
Larry Gardner, Dick Seaney  and I joined the 
Tuesday work parties and helped complete the 
scenery of the Anniversary D-27 Layout  
constructed by Jim Weatherford, Mike Wheeler  
and Jim Murphy.  It really looks OUTSTANDING 
and much more realistic than original.  This is a 
real prize so I hope you will support the huge 
construction effort and donations made by your 
fellow members and buy tickets at upcoming 
meets.  To purchase a plainer layout without 
trains and accessories this layout model is 
advertised at $2,700.  Even if you can’t find space 
at home if you win, it certainly would be a 
welcome attraction if donated to a children’s 
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is published around the first of each month.  The 
Main-Line is the official publication of the All 
Gauge Toy Train Association of San Diego.   

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please mail, fax or e-mail all contributions for 
publication by the 1st of the month to: 

Bill Hohnhorst, Editor 
8150 Pasadena Avenue 

La Mesa, CA  91941-6425 
(619) 461-5039         whohnhorst@cox.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Meets are normally held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Torrey Pines Christian 
Church, 8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North, La 
Jolla, CA, beginning at 4:30 PM.  A big All-Day 
Saturday Open House Meet Is held in June. 

AGTTA CLUB WEBSITE  
www.agtta.com 

2009 AGTTA  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 

Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
 bobwall@juno.com 

Vice President 
Ken Steele  
 lionel400e@aol.com 

Secretary 
Andy Anderson  

 d724anderson@hotmail.com 
Treasurer 

Jon Everett  
 ewtrains@hotmail.com 
Directors 

Andy Estep  
 andyestep@hotmail.com  
Al Keil  

 awkeil@juno.com 
Pete McCall  
Steve Pierce  

 trainyahoo@aol.com 
Jim Weatherford  

 wxfd@cox.net 
Immediate Past President 

Bart Grey  
Main-Line Editor 

Bill Hohnhorst  
 whohnhorst@cox.net 
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hospital or museum, future AGTTA raffle, etc.  
Tickets are $5 each or five tickets for  $20.00.  

On Saturday July 18th we had a second 
train layout tour of Pat Archer’s “O”  layout in 
Escondido.  While the day was a little warm, there 
were 24 amazed people who marveled in the 
layout design and expanse.  Passenger and 
freight yards, huge roundhouse and turntable, 
wharf and container operation and a circus just to 
list a little of the attractions.  A lot of picture taking 
and questions took place and the younger 

participants enjoyed operating the accessories, 
turntable and running their trains for about 2 ½ 
hours.  Gretchen and Pat Archer  were gracious 
hosts as usual with lots of healthy and sweet 
treats.  

The AGTTA modular layout group will 
once again have a layout in the San Diego Model 
Railroad Museum from Tues Oct 13th thru Sun 
Oct 25th, with setup on the 11th and 12th and 
teardown on the 26th and 27th.  Dust off and oil up 
those trains. 

AGTTA D-27 REPLICA LAYOUT 

 
Well y'all, the D-27 has been scenicked and is fully operational.  Finishing touches will be the 

addition of the memorial plaque and a unique sign.  Jim Murphy  did a great job on the mountain/ 
tunnel and Larry Gardner  and Dick Seaney  did most of the scenic work with the enthusiastic help of 
Alan Hamel  and Bob Wall .  The end result is a professional 4x8 foot layout that is a close 
reproduction of the original 1950 Lionel Dealer Display of the Disappearing Train Layout. 

 The layout will be on display at the August and September Meets and then raffled off at the 
October Meet.  Again, tickets will be $5 each or five for $20.  This layout will come completely 
outfitted with all the accessories and the trains (donated generously by our AGTTA club members).  
Each of the twelve trackside accessories is lighted and four of them are animated.  The train consists 
of a 2035 locomotive, tender, five gondolas, one boxcar, and a caboose. 

 The display is designed to highlight the introduction of magnetraction locomotives for the 
1950 model season.  The layout is interesting to model railroaders of all ages and is especially a 
delight to those young-at-heart. 

Don't forget, this layout was built to raise funds for the Club.  If the raffle is successful, 
another popular display layout just might be built to further entice our members.      Jim Weatherford  

�
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
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The San Diego “S” Gaugers is hosting an 
Open House operation on Aug 22nd of their 
modular layout, contact them at 
sdsgaugers@yahoo.com.  Their modular layout 
will also be setup and running at Balboa Park 
from Sept 4th thru the 7th  so if you’re looking for 
something to do over Labor Day to avoid the 
crowds swing by and check out their operation.  

 A picnic and more layout tours are coming 
up.  

����

CLUB NEWS 
How-To Clinic Question – A suggestion was  

by one of our club 
members that our "How 
To" clinics address how 
to make a hinged bridge 
that allows access to a 
layout so one doesn't 
have to crawl under.  I 
have one method I can 
speak to but I would like 
to have practical 
suggestions from other 
club members of what 
method they have 
employed to gain access 
to the inside of a layout.  
Pictures would be great 
if possible. 

Further, a topic 
was suggested that 
would cover the wireless 
systems (TMCC from 
Lionel and DCS from 
MTH); how they're 
installed, how they work, 
and helpful hints of ways 
to best make them 
work.  Again, we need 
someone from the club 
with experience with 
these systems to 
conduct a clinic some 
time in the future.   

I would appreci-
ate any and all inputs.  
Please call me @ (619) 
479-0546 or e-mail me 
@ wxfd@cox.net. 

 Jim Weatherford 

Big Success – Ed 
Karper & Jim 

Weatherford wanted to thank everyone who 
attended the How-To Clinic.  They were 
pleasantly surprised and very pleased with the 
excellent turnout.  Hopefully we’ll be able to get 
these guys to do another one of these Kit Bash 
How-To Clinics in the not-to-distant future. 

July How-To Kit Bash Clinic Big Success – Ed 
Karper & Jim Weatherford wanted to thank 
everyone who attended the How-To Clinic.  They 
were pleasantly surprised and very pleased with 
the excellent turnout.  Hopefully we’ll be able to 
get these guys to do another one of these Kit 
Bash How-To Clinics in the not-to-distant future. 
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Latest From Dave Ely –  Received an e-mail from 
our Iowa transplant, Mr. Dave, saying that he had 
recently visited several Garden Railroads in his 
area that were open to the public.  He took videos 
at four layouts.  They can be viewed by entering 
the YouTube website and entering the keyword 
“elystoys”.  If you would like to touch base with 
Dave he can be reached at his Google Voice 
Phone: (515) 259-0024, which rings both his cell 
and home phones.  Good to hear from you Dave. 

AGTTA MART 
Wanted –  Any wheels from old toy autos, planes 
or trucks - Metal, wooden or rubber – Any size 
from ½” to 4” – Condition not to important – Light 
rust or missing paint no problem – Whatever you 
can part with – Please give me a call any evening 
@ (858) 452-8773 – Thanks!  Ed Karper. 

San Diego S-Gaugers 
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You are invited to come run your “S Gauge” Locomotives and Trains on our Club’s Modular Layout.  
Our double tracked mainline can accommodate engines and trains from vintage American Flyer 
through the latest releases from S-Helper, American Models and Lionel-American Flyer, running 
high-rail or scale wheels. We will have AC, DC, and DCC power/control sources available, so 
whatever your equipment runs on just bring your trains and we will provide the juice.  

From I-5, exit on Santa Fe Drive eastbound. Turn left onto Crest Drive then turn left onto Melba 
Road. 1262 is the 2nd one on the right. Pull all the way down the gravel drive and park behind the 
house.  For additional information, visit our web site at: http://sites.google.com/site/sdsgaugers/ 
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Toys • Teddy Bears • Dolls • Trains • Soldiers • Di sneyana 
• Games • Mechanical Banks • Political Americana • 
Advertising • Country Store Items • Slot Machines • 

Breweriana • Movie Posters • Arcade machines • Pin B ack 
Buttons • Signs • And Other Great Collector Items 

GLENDALE CIVIC AUDITORIUM 
1401 N. VERDUGO ROAD, GLENDALE, CA 91208 
Centrally located in the Greater Los  Angeles area 

www.allamericancal.com  

Collectors & Dealers  
Wholesale Herman: Has 14 tables piled high with new merchandise from all of the leading 
manufacturers.  His prices undercut the competition, both advertised and unadvertised.  He claims he 
sells everything for “cost”.  When asked how he can do that and stay in business, he shrugs and 
explains that he buys below cost. 
Dealer Wheeler – Fancies himself to be Wholesale Herman’s major competitor and positions his table 
complex accordingly.  Formerly in the gasoline business, he often starts price wards just to get Herman 
steamed.  He says he doesn’t care if he loses money on every sale.  When asked how to he can do 
that and stay in business, he shrugs and explains that he makes it up in volume.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Saturday, 
September 12, 2009 

 

Southern California’s Greatest  
Outdoor 

 

Fall 2009 
Railroadiana 
Swap Meet 

 

9 a.m. To 2 p.m. 
 

Railroad Antiques, Collectibles, Art, 
Books, Photos, Model & Toy Trains 

ADMISSION: $5; or included with all-day 
pass for trolley and train rides, $12 adults, 
$8 ages 5-11, under 5 Free, Free Parking! 

EXHIBITORS:  $15 for non-members.  Fee 
includes one admission - Space on a first-
come basis - Set-up starting at 7 a.m.  
Bring your own tables and chairs. 

Orange Empire Railway Museum 
2201 South “A” Street, Perris, CA  92570 

(951) 657-2605  /  www.oerm.org  

 
 

SWAP MEET 
August 15 th & 16th, 2009 

8:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Train & Streetcar Stuff 

922 West 23 rd St., National City, 
91950 

Admission:  Sellers - $5 / Buyers - $2 
Sellers Setup starts at 7:30 

Please Bring Your Own Tables 
Coffee & Donuts Available 

Sellers:  Please contact Dave Slater 
619.222.5442 or davesugi@cox.net  

_______________________________ 
 

San Diego Model Railroad Museum’s 

Model Railroad 
Swap Meet 

Saturday, October 10 th, 2009 
7 am – 11 am 

 

Cost: Buyers $2 / Sellers $5 
Sellers must arrive by 6:30 for setup & 

furnish their own tables 
 

For additional info call Swap Meet 
Coordinator Jim Anderson – (619) 224-1041 

 

 
1649 El Prado, San Diego, CA 92101  

(619) 696-0199 / www.sdmrm.org 
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Aug 15/16 Fri / Sat SD Electric Railway Swap Meet 
  Dave Slater (619) 222-5442 
Aug 18 Wednesday AGTTA August Meet 
 Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 
Aug 22  Saturday SD S-Gaugers Open House  
   http://sites.google.com/site/sdsgaugers  
Aug 23 Sunday TTOS SP Division August Meet 
 Ken Flory (714) 538-8218 
Sep 10 Thursday AGTTA September Meet 
 Bob Wall (858) 452-8955 

Sep 12 Saturday Orange Empire RR Museum 
Fall Railroadiana Swap Meet 

 www.oerm.org   (951) 657-2605 
Sep 27 Sunday TTOS SP Division Sept. Meet 
 Ken Flory (714) 538-8218 
Oct 10 Saturday SDMRR Model Railroad Swap Meet 
 Jim Anderson (619) 224-1041 

 

 ALL GAUGE TOY TRAIN ASSOCIATION 
 4634 Coconino Way 

 San Diego, CA  92117  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT MEET: 
�!"��"	���"	���"	#$��
"%	
Wednesday, August 19 th   
4:30 – 8:00 
Torrey Pines Christian Church 
8320 La Jolla Scenic Drive North  
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